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Analytical Laboratory, Surgeons' Hall, 
Edinburgh, 12th May 1899. 

I have made a most careful analysis of Messrs John Sombrville & Co.'s 
(Ltd.) Liqueur Blend of •' Export" Whisky, forwarded to me. in their 
registered "I^ramid" bottles, and And the same to be composed of choice well- 
matured Spirits, cleatt run and well flavoured, and free from impurity. I have 
pleasure in recooimending this " Export" Whisky to those who ciesire a spirit of 
th« best class. 

W. IVISON MACADAM, f.r.s.e., f.c.s., f.i.c, &c., 
Analytical and Constilting Chemist. 

Analysis : Alcohol by weight, 41.14 p. cent.; Proof Spirit by volume, 86.19 p. cent. 

Degrees under proof, 14.81 p. cent. ; Sugar and Extract of Matter, 0.077 p. cent. 

Saline Matter, 0.002 p. cent. ; Impurities, absent. 
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PREFACE. 

IN the compilation of this little handbook I am greatly 
indebted to Mr Wm. Geo. Lock, F.R.G.S., Eva Cottage, 
Charlton Lane, Old Charlton, London, S.E., the author- 
publisher of "A Guide to Iceland" (from whom the 
last-named work may be obtained), who generously granted 
me permission to borrow from his work as freely as I 
wished, a concession of which I have fully availed myself, 
and for which I here wish to express my warmest 
appreciation and thanks. 

The Routes selected by Mr Lock as being suitable for 
tours varying in their length from ten days to three or 
four months, appear to me to have been so carefully and 
felicitously chosen that I have adopted them in toto and 
almost verbatim, as I doubt whether they could be varied 
with advantage, while the information accompanying the 
description of the daily journeys is invariably to the point, 
and serviceable to the tourist. 

The Author, 
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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 

THE extreme difficulty of compiling an accurate Guide 
to a country such as Iceland will readily be under- 
stood by those who have visited that region. Since 
issuing last season's edition we have carefully revised the 
work, and the results of our labours will be found in the 
shape of footnotes. We take this opportunity of tendering 
our best thanks to The Danish Tourist Association, of 
Reykjavik, and also to Mr F. W. W. Howell, F.R.G.S., 
for the valuable assistance they have rendered in the work 
of revision. In order that no effort should be wanting on 
our part to ensure accuracy, we further employed the 
services of Iceland's most famous Guide, Mr Thorgrimur 
GuDMUNDSEN, of Reykjavik, who, last winter, carefully 
perused our little Handbook and is responsible for a large 
proportion of the footnotes, for the multiplicity of which 
we beg to apologise. 



Lbith, 1900. 
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PRONUNCIATION OF ICELANDIC WORDS. 



In pronouncing Icelandic words : f has the sound th, 
as in think ; I), 5 = th soft, as in father ; a = a, in far ; 
a = ouj as in loud, pound ; e — ye, in yellow ; /, when it 
precedes I or n, is sounded b, i.e. Krafta — Krabla, 
Urafn = Hrabn ; h = kj before vi and rau ; i = ee, in meek ; 
j = y ; o = oa^ in road ; t^ = o, in move ; y = ee, in meet : 
re = i, in prize \ 6 = li, in murmur ; au = oi, in coin ; and ey 
and eA = ay^ in hay. 
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SPORTSMAN'S AND TOURIST'S 
HANDBOOK TO ICELAND. 



An Icelandic summer is very similar to that 
Climate, of the Highlands of Scotland, but usually 

finer and drier. July and August are perhaps 
the best months for the tourist or sportsman, though June 
and September can usually be depended upon. There are 
but two seasons, summer and winter, spring and autumn 
having virtually no existence. The atmosphere is so clear 
that mountains are clearly visible at a distance of eighty 
miles. In summer there is little or no darkness at night, 
even in the south, while in the north the Midnight Sun 
is visible. At the latter end of summer the atmospheric 
effects are often magnificent, the landscape portraying the 
mountain tops with their glaciers and snowfields bathed in 
the crimson glow of the evening Aurora, while an hour or 
two later the northern lights ("Aurora Borealis" proper) 
hold high revel in the firmament with kaleidoscopic effect. 

As a race, Icelanders are somewhat reserved 
People, towards strangers, but an affable and genial 

manner quickly breaks down the flimsy barrier 
temporarily erected for the reception of a foreigner whose 
language and manners are not wholly familiar, and the 
native then discloses the true side of his character, which 
is innately hospitable, civil and obliging. 

A tourist spending a week or fortnight in 
Outfit, doing the sights "de Rigeur" does not need 

any special outfit, but should take a couple of 
flannel shirts, some woollen underclothing, a good stout 
mackintosh, and as few of the most indispensable articles 
as possible, as pack ponies are the only means of transport, 

A 
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2 SPORTSMAN S AND TOURIST S 

roads being conspicuous by their almost entire absence. A 
lengthy tour, however, requires more preparation, otherwise 
baggage will prove a constant source of annoyance to the 
traveller. We shall, therefore, devote a paragraph later on 
to a " Sportsman's Outfit." 

Pack saddles, guides, and ponies can be hired, the 
usual charge for a pony and saddle being 2 kroner per 
diem, and that for a guide from 4 to 6 kroner per diem, 1 
kroner being equivalent to about Is. 1 Jd. Guides, ponies, 
and tents can be hired at the capital — Reykjavik, It 
may be well to mention, however, that tents for those who 
wish them are usually obtainable from most of the large 
farmers.* This saves the trouble and expense of trans- 
porting them about the country. 

The three most famous of these 
The ''Lions** of are:— 

Iceland. 1. fingvellir, a wild, romantic 

spot of great historical interest, 
where, in the lawless days of the tenth century, an insulated 
mass of lava in the midst of a deeply fissured moss-covered 
plain was selected as the meeting place of the ADping, or 
House of Representatives. 

2. The world-famed Gey sir, 

3. The equally famous volcanic mountain Hekla, 

In visiting the above, two very fine water-falls should 
be taken en route — the Gulfoss and the falls of Oxara, 
Comfortable quarters are obtainable at yingijellir, and also 
in the vicinity of ffekla, but it is advisable to have a tent 
when visiting the Geysir, as its displays are very uncertain, t 
and house accommodation is not to be had on the spot, 
though there are a few farms in the neighbourhood, while 
the farmers are always ready to put up tourists, making a 
moderate charge for so doing. Many years ago the 
remuneration demanded by the natives in return for 
hospitality or services was surprisingly low, but as years 
go on, and the country becomes more and more a favourite 
pleasure resort, Icelanders are gradually increasing their 
charges, and are learning to make hay while the sun 
shines. We would, therefore, strongly advise all tourists 

• Testb yjtou Fakk»ii8.— It Is adTlBabl* to be Independent in this reepect. aa the farmers make 
frequent use of their tents, of which they rarely possess more than one. and that is often old and 
dilapidated. 

t DisptATS OF G«YSiK.— Since the earthquake in 1896, the Oeysir has spouted almost daily 
hetw^n 6 and 8 a.m.. except when the wind blows stronirly from the north. 
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to see that they do not contribute more than a reasonable 
share of said hay, by taking the precaution to fix the 
remuneration for services before accepting them, and so 
obviate the unpleasantness of being placed in the position 
that the Icelander, like the average cabby, would prefer, 
namely, that of "PU leave it to yourseF." To return to 
our "Muttons," or rather our "Lions," the column of 
water from the principal Geysir rises to about a hundred 
feet. In describing the phenomenon. Lord Duflerin 
writes — "The usual subterranean thunders had already 
commenced : a violent agitation was disturbing the centre 
of the pool. Suddenly a dome of water lifted itself up 
to a height of 8 or 10 feet, then burst and fell, 
immediately, after which a shining liquid column, or 
rather a shfetf of columns, Vr^athed in robes ^ of vapour, 
sprang into the air, and in a succession of jerking leaps, 
each higher than the last, flung their silver crests against 
the sky. For a few minutes the fountain held its own, 
then all at once appeared to lose its ascending energy. 
The unstable waters faltered, drooped, fell — like a broken 
purpose — back upon themselves, and were immediately 
sucked down into the recesses of the pipe." 

Two is the best number to form 

General Hints and a party, both as regards econ- 

Information. omy and comfort, for one guide 

suffices, while a night's lodging 
is obtainable almost everywhere throughout the country 
at the higher class farms, where the best room in the 
house is invariably reserved for the use of tourists. 

At many of the isolated farms it would be difficult to 
find accommodation for more than that number and their 
guide. In the case of tourists only visiting Vingvellir and 
the Geysir, this restriction as to numbers does not apply. 
For comfort in travelling, the luggage of two people 
touring together should not exceed say IJ cwt., which 
can be carried by one pony. A party of two Can depend 
wholly on the farms and parsonages for quarters, and 
mainly for provisions. At all of the better class farms an 
abundance of excellent coffee, milk, pancakes, butter, rye 
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4 sportsman's and tourist's 

bread, smoked, salted, or fresh mutton, and fish, are obtain- 
able; and with these and the produce of gun and rod, 
with a few preserved provisions and biscuits, travellers 
will not fare badly. Of course, at a little extra expense, 
another pony can be freighted with say 1 cwt. of tinned 
luxuries, and a case or two of wine, &c. 

The money current in Iceland is Danish and a decimal 
coinage, ore and kroner, 100 iyre equalling 1 kroner, which 
is equivalent to about Is. IJd., exchange being 18 kroner 
to J&l sterling. English gold is readily taken. 

For extended tours each tourist and guide will require 
two ponies, and two will be needed for the transport of 
every 1| cwt. of luggage, otherwise but very short days' 
journeys will be accomplished. The hire of a pony and 
saddle, either pack or riding, in the capital and at the 
various ports around the coast, is invariably 2 kroner per 
diem. IJp country, a pony may be hired for 10 kroner 
per week, or 30 hroner per month. Guides' wages range 
from 4 to 6 kroner per day, to board himself, which is the 
better plan. The usual charge for a night's lodging at a 
farmhouse, with supper and breakfast, varies from 2 to 3 
kroner, and for the night's pasturage for the ponies from 
10 to 15 cPre per head.* In round figures the daily expense 
of two tourists travelling together with one guide and ten 
ponies amounts to rather less than £\ per day each. 
Reykjavik is, perhaps, one of the best starting points for 
tourists and anglers, fingvellir being distant therefrom but 
one day's easy ride, Geysir two days, and Hekla three, 
while there are several lakes and rivers where good fishing 
is obtainable within easy distance. 

To quote the words of Mr W. G. Lock, 
Scenery, F.R.G.S. : " When the tourist lands, all is 

new and strange and interesting, and once 
away from Reykjavik, all conventionality is left behind, 
and a fortnight's glorious Arab-life is before you : and 
what an indescribable charm there is in the nomad- 
existence one leads in Iceland ! Mounted upon a sure- 
footed and good-tempered pony that a child might ride 
without fear of mishap, one passes almost daily through 

* Pont Pasturaok and Saddlks. — The charge for ponj' pasturage is now more 

generally 16 to 20 ore per head, and saddles are charged at the rate of 60 Ore per 
ay, except when ponies are hired by the month when saddles are free. 
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scenery wild and weird in the extreme — one hour skirting 
a tranquil lake or a fjord engirdled with lofty snow-capped 
mountains, and the next wending one's way through a 
bristHng, awe-inspiring lava-flood of vast extent, with 
enormous rugged masses piled up in the wildest confusion 
on either hand. Tremendous rifts extending for miles, the 
work of quite recent earthquakes, are a common feature of 
the Icelandic landscape, as also is the Laug, or hot spring, 
where boiling water bubbles forth like cold in an ordinary 
spring in less wonderful lands, and a cloud of mist ascends 
like the misty spray that marks where a mighty river 
leaps into space. Often, also, will this be seen beckoning 
the tourist to direct his steps to water falls unsurpassed in 
Europe for height, or the gloomy grandeur of the chasms 
into which the impetuous waters leap, for Iceland is indeed 
rich in magnificent cascades and picturesque rapids, three 
of its principal rivers coursing downward over a thousand 
feet in a distance of a few miles." > 

Mr Lock confesses himself rather at 
Lady's Outfit sea on this subject, and invokes the 
aid of a well-known lady artist and 
traveller who writes : " Except a Shetland shawl and 
cloak sent with the luggage, I carried all I wanted with 
me on my pony in a pair of course woollen saddle-bags I 
had bought two years ago in Barcelona, a change of raiment 
on one side, a pair of strong boots and sketching material 
on the other, carefully balanced as to weight and well 
fastened to the saddle. I took a light macintosh with me 
in case of wet, but never had occasion to use it. As to 
dress, a short serge riding habit with " cleeks " to fasten up 
the skirt for walking, and a felt hat with brim enough to 
shade the eyes, but not wide enough to catch the wind, 
answered the purpose very well." 

We once more quote Mr Lock, who 

Sportsman's reconmiends the following: A spare 

Outfit suit of clothes, a pair of light shooting 

boots, a relay of flannel under-clothing — - 

no one should travel in Iceland, where occasionally sudden 
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and great changes of temperature take place, without 
wearing flannel next the buff — two of each article will 
suflice, as they can be washed at a farm when necessary ; 
two or three coloured shirts, each with half-a-dozen 
collars of the same material ; three pairs of socks (excellent 
hand-knitted socks and stockings are to be bought almost 
anywhere in the country) ; handkerchiefs, &c., will, with a 
few tins of soup and meat, a few pounds of biscuits, or a 
loaf or two of bread, with a rifle, gun, and rod, and say 
300 cartridges (exclusive of fifty rounds for the rifle), 
blankets and poles or "Garnet Wolseley," make up 1^ cwt. 
of baggage. The provisions should be stowed in the 
lower part of the box, as articles of clothing can be carried 
very conveniently in the pocket of the "Garnet Wolseley," or 
rolled up in one's blankets. The articles mentioned, with 
the suit he stands up in, a stout macintosh, a thick woollen 
scarf, his field-glass, fishing-tackle book, a bottle of brandy 
or whisky, and a little aperient medicine, is all the sports- 
man absolutely needs. If he is luxuriously minded, and 
wishes to take a large supply of wines, preserve soups, 
meats and vegetables, with him, he will have to hire or buy 
additional pack ponies to carry them. Preserved provisions 
are readily obtainable at Leith or Edinburgh, therefore there 
is no necessity to incur the expense of carriage from London. 
Clothing. — All clothing should be strong and new, 
that it may the better stand rough usage. The material 
should be a stout tweed of a darkish hue, that it may 
not soil too readily; but the reindeer stalker will need 
one suit of lightish grey. Have the coats made with 
stout woollen linings, and the vests to button up close 
round the neck when required. Let the coats be double 
breasted, and in shape like a reefing jacket — an excellent 
style of coat for either shooting, riding, or boating. 
The shoulders should be protected by a strip of cloth 
(of the same kind as the coat looks neater than strips 
of another material or leather) sewn on, four inches wide, 
reaching from the collar to the sleeve seam, to take the 
chafe and wear of the gun. The pockets should be made 
of some strong waterproof material to adapt them for 
carrying cartridges. 
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HANDBOOK TO ICELAND. 7 

Boots. — A pair of good stout sea-boots, reaching well 
up the thighs, for riding; and a light pair of porpoise 
hide shooting-boots for ordinary wear. A pair of slippers 
should be tc^en, as "slippered ease" is ease indeed after 
riding all day in long-boots. Have your sea-boots well 
greased every morning before setting out; and if they 
are made on the " field-boot*' principle to lace over the 
instep, they will come on and off more easily than the 
ordinary kind. 

Waterproofs. — A good stout macintosh is indispensable. 
One made of waterproofed tweed, with a cloth lining and a 
layer of rubber between, is to be preferred to all other 
kinds, or to the unpleasantly olfactory and sticky oil skins 
that are sometimes recommended for use in Iceland. A 
" sou- wester " is equally indispensable. These two articles 
should be strapped behind the traveller's saddle. 

Maps op the Country. — These may be procured at 
Bet/kjavik, but are somewhat expensive, owing doubtless 
to the limited circulation. That attached to this hand-book 
will be found sufiicient for all ordinary purposes. 

Fishing Tackle. — We may observe here that if one 
takes a long jointed rod to Iceland it invariably comes to 
grief, sooner or later. To obviate this we would recommend 
a seven joint rod of the stoutness of a salmon rod, with 2 feet 
6 inch joints, equal to about 16 feet in length; and every 
angler visiting Iceland, who purposes to travel about in the 
interior, would do well to have one made, as it will meet 
all his requirements, and in all probability return to 
England, but little the worse for its journeys in Iceland. 

Flies. — Any salmon flies answer; the "butcher" and 
"Jock Scott" are perhaps favourities. Double hooks 
are preferable. The trout in Iceland run large, there- 
fore a good stock of loch-trout and small grilse flies 
should be taken. We have generally found that gaudy 
flies are preferred, those with tinsel, or red woollen 
bcklies, bound with gold or silver twist, golden pheasant 
tails and brownish wings being the most killing. Have 
100 yards of line, not too coarse, on your reel, and 
see that your gut casts are new and sound. Clear out 
all doubtful flies and casts from your tackle book, and take 
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a good stock of flies with you for the lava boulders on the 
banks of, and in, most of the Icelandic rivers will dispose 
of as many of your flies as would a dense belt of timber on 
the banks. The angler will find a mosquito veil very 
useful ; let it be very fine meshed, as it is not needed to 
keep off that delectable insect after which it is named, but 
a remarkably minute and persistent species of midge. 

Battery. — A 450 or 500 gauge double Express rifle, 
and a double twelve-bore breech-loader, one barrel choked, 
are weapons that most sportsmen possess, and will do very 
well. A twenty-bore choked shot gun, with a pair of 450 
Express rifle barrels fitted to the same stock, would be the 
tool for Icelandic sport in the hands of a good shot, as in 
both weapon and ammunition, space and weight would be 
greatly economised. Take a plentiful supply of tow or, 
better still, lamp cotton, and oil for cleaning. 

If it is intended to make 
Additional Sportsman's a lengthy tour it will be 
Outfit, advisable to pay more atten- 

tion to the matter of outfit, 
and the sportsman must provide himself with a pair of 
travelling boxes specially constructed for Icelandic travel, 
or he will find his impedimenta a constant source of 
annoyance. Owing to the only means of transport being 
by pack-ponies, travelling boxes must be limited in length 
to about 2 feet, and adapted to the pack-saddle in use in 
Iceland. We will, therefore, give a description of the 
boxes suitable, so that the tourist may get a carpenter to 
make a pair for him. It should be premised that it is 
absolutely necessary that they be made waterproof by some 
means, and lining with thin sheet zinc is unquestionably 
the best plan, being greatly preferable to caulking and 
pitching the seams, or to the use of tin, as the former is 
sure sooner or later to jolt out, and the latter is liable to 
rust, while zinc is not. The zinc to be used is that known 
as " 24 sheet," and is about the thickness of stout brown 
paper. Any tinsmith will line the boxes for a few shillings 
each, and they should be carefully tested to see that they 
do not leak anywhere, by filHng them with water, ere they 
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leave the tinsmith's shop. A stumble over a boulder on 
the part of a pack-pony is a possibility, nay, a certainity 
sooner or later in the driving of loose ponies through the 
rivers one is compelled to ford daily by travelling in many 
parts of Iceland. Waller, in his charming little work 
"Six weeks in the Saddle," says — "To see your pack- 
horse calmly seat himself in 4 feet of water, and hear the 
sea (he was fording at the time a shallow inlet) pouring in 
gallons into your travelling boxes, is not calculated to 
enliven even a good-tempered man." Prevention is better 
than cure, and a most effectual preventative is the zinc 
lining, for even if a pack pony should have to swim a yard 
or two, there is little fear of the boxes being submerged so 
deeply that the water will get in beneath the lid. 

The boxes should not exceed the following outside 
dimensions, and be made as light and strong as possible — 
2 ieet long, 14 inch*^s deep, and 10 inches wide. The wood 
should be well-seasoned pine, f inch thick. The side, 
bottom, and ends, and likewise the lid, should each be of 
of one piece of board, not two pieces joined together, and 
the sides and ends should be dovetailed together at the 
comers, not simply nailed. The lid should be arched to 
throw off the rain, which will be done by affixing a piece 
of wood, with the upper edge rounded, to each end of the 
lid in such a manner that it overlaps the end of the body 
of the box. The boxes should each receive two coats of 
paint or, better still, of varnish, and they will tlien be 
complete, save the lining and fittings. First the hinges 
for the lid — these should have flaps about 6 inches long, 
bent over the lid, and be well secured with screws. Next 
will be the lock — a stout brass hasp-and-eye and a padlock 
will be found more serviceable than the ordinary box lock, 
as the latter kind are seldom made sufficiently strong to 
stand the strain that is necessary to put upon the lock of 
a box when it is crammed so full that one is compelled to 
sit or stand upon the lid to close it, and it is only by thus 
packing a box that one can prevent its contents being 
damaged by the attrition caused by the jolting to which 
they will be subjected in pony transport. A pair of irons, 
somewhat similar to a sailing boat's shroud-irons, will have 
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to be made for each box, but these should not be screwed 
on until the pack-saddle is seen to which the boxes are to 
be attached, as it is impossible to know until then the 
exact distance these should be apart. These irons are to 
be about 10 inches long, 1 inch wide, and ^ inch thick, 
with an eye at the upper end, having an inside diameter of 
an inch, and holes for half-a-dozen screws are to be drilled 
in each, and counter-sunk for the heads of the screws. In 
the centre of the front of each box must be affixed a riret 
and a washer inside a small eye-bolt, in the eye of which are 
to be inserted two triangles or rings, through which a girth 
and strap may be rove as hereafter described. Of course 
these eye-bolts must be affixed before the zinc lining is put 
in, as the washer and rivet must not project, but be let 
into the wood. A girth will be taken from the lowermost 
ring or triangle in the front of one box under the pony to 
that in the other, and from the uppermost a strap will be 
passed over the pack-saddle and anything that may be 
packed thereon, and these will be found to effectually 
secure the boxes and packages to the saddle. 

If the person for whom the boxes are made purposes to 
shoot in Iceland, he can, and should, dispense with his gun 
and rifle cases by Iiaving another box made, somewhat 
similar to a gun-case, and each of the boxes described 
fitted up with two trays, one 2 inches deep, and the other 
3 inches. In one box in the uppermost tray he will carry 
the stock of his gun, and in that in the other the stock of 
his rifle — each of which must be secured in its compart- 
ment by two straps screwed to the bottom of the tray. 
The 3 inch trays are to be partitioned off by thin strips of 
board for the conveyance of cartridges. These will be the 
lower tray in each box, and should rest, when the box is 
empty, upon two wooden ledges screwed firmly one at each 
end of the box at a depth of 5 inches from the top, but 
when the lower part of the box is packed as full as possible 
the lower tray is to have no bearing upon the ledges, but 
rest upon the contents of the box below and press the 
uppermost tray against the lid, so that some pressure will 
be necessary to close it, and thus jam the whole contents 
of the box so completely together that they would not be 
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disturbed were the box to be roUed down a flight of stairs. 
Gun and rifle stocks and cartridges will thus be handy; 
much more so than they would be in a couple of ordinary 
gun-cases, bound together with a number of miscellaneous 
articles to make a load for one side of the pack-saddle* 
The barrels will be carried in the third box, which will 
now be described. If the barrels are of the usual length, 
2 feet 6 inches, its inside dimensions will be 2 feet 7 inches 
long, 2^ inches deep, and 6^ inches wide, which will allow 
of a fishing rod, of the pattern recommended, being carried 
in addition. 

The box in which the rod and gun and rifle barrels are 
carried must be partitioned off lengthwise, that one article 
may not come in contact with another, and each pair of 
barrels and the rod will need two straps screwed to the 
bottom of its compartment that it may be firmly secured 
by them. 

Reykjavik^ the capital of 

The Capital, and Iceland, has a population 

Excursions in its vicinity, of about 4000. It is 

pleasantly situated on the 
shore of a shallow bay on the north of a headland. Seen 
from a vessel in the harbour, the town has rather a pretty 
colonial appearance, with its white painted wooden stores 
built round the curve of the shore, with their little wooden 
jetties stretching far out into the harbour. And when one 
lands, he finds the metropolis of Iceland by no means the 
dirty place, offensive to the olfactory senses, it has been 
represented; for the streets are broad, and cleanly kept, 
and the drying of fish is mainly confined to the shore. 

The chief buildings, none of which can boast of any 
architectural beauty, are the Cathedral, the Senate House, 
the College, Hospital, Government House, the Antiquarian 
Museum, and a Free Library. * Near the Cathedral, in the 
centre of the town, is a grassy plot on which stands a 
monument to Albert Thorvaldsen, the great sculptor, who 
was of Icelandic descent, and born at sea between Iceland 
and Denmark. A short distance out to the rear of the 
town, on the west of the tarn, is a neatly kept cemetery^ 

* Rkmoval of antiquitikb.— The Bank, which was comi^Ieted in 1899, is by far 
the finest building in Iceland, and the contents of the Antiquarian Museum have 
been transferred there. Digitized by VjOOy It^ 
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and near by a rifle range. On the rise to the east, a short 
distance out of the town, is a small tower erected as an 
observatory, but it is said to have been built on magnetic 
rock, and to be useless for the purpose for which it was 
intended ; it is therefore closed. 

There are two hotels and a few boarding-houses, in all 
of which charges are very moderate ; a number of stores, 
where everything required by the Icelanders is sold, from 
a needle to an anchor ; a post office, two booksellers, a like 
number of silversmiths, printers, harness-makers, and 
photographers, one druggist, a hatter, and several other 
handy-craftsmen; and last, but not least, there are those 
who make a business of furnishing foreign visitors with 
guides and ponies. 

What strikes the stranger most is the almost entire 
absence of wheeled vehicles, though now that a good road 
has been made between Reykjavik and yingvellir, a few 
vehicles and bicyles are to be seen. 

The Antiquarian Museum, the Ornithological and 
Mineralogical Collections, and the Library, will well repay 
a visit. Among the many objects of interest in the first- 
named is a rude wooden crucifix, which was found in a 
lava-cave, and is believed to be a Culdee relic. The white 
marble altar-stone, blackened above by use, from Skalholt 
Cathedral, is preserved here, as also are several enamelled 
and jewelled crucifixes of the thirteenth century, and many 
richly-embroidered ecclesiastical garments and altar-cloths. 
There are a number of weapons, which date from a.d. 1050 
to 1400, chiefly old spears and halberds, battle axes, and 
daggers. Excellent specimens of the embroidered female 
national dress, with a number of gold and silver ornaments 
in filigree work, are also to be seen, as well as a variety 
of old drinking cups, which in days "lang syne" doubtless 
figured in many a wassail. The best are of walrus ivory. 
Horse furniture is well represented ; prettily worked saddle- 
cloths, and a number of old stirrups of wood and bone are 
the most noticeable. There is some tapestry work, and a 
number of boxes on which are carved and painted knights 
and ladies, in quaint old-fashioned costumes, riding with 
hawk and hound. 
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In the Ornithological and Mineralogical Departments 
are respectively an interesting collection of the birds 
indigenous to Iceland, and of the minerals, metals, (fee, 
found on the island. 

In the Library are preserved many old works in M.S., 
also the first Bible printed in Iceland, at HdlaVy in a.d. 
1584. This work was printed by Bishop Gudbrand 
Thorlaksson, who not only made a translation from the 
German version by Martin Luther, but carved with his 
own hand the blocks for the large number of plates and 
wood-cuts that illustrate the volume. There is a very 
curious old illustrated Book of Magic, and many other old 
works, including two versions of the New Testament, 
dated 1540 and 1609, likewise the second Bible printed 
in Iceland, date 1644. There is an excellent collection 
of modern books on all subjects, chiefly presented by 
Americans on their visit to the island in 1874, at the 
celebration of the thousandth anniversary of its colonisa- 
tion by the Norsemen. 

The Senate House must not be neglected, nor should 
the Cathedral, although it is a very plain building. 
Inside but little is to be seen, save the Font by Thorvaldsen, 
presented by him, and a full-length figure of the Saviour, 
above the altar. 

Tourists visiting Iceland for the first time. 
The Laug, especially those who have not hitherto 

seen any volcanic phenomena, invariably 
turn their footsteps first in the direction of the small hot- 
springs, distant two miles east of the town, the steam 
rising from which gives to the capital its name, Reek-vnck. 
The pleasantest route thereto is to walk out of the town 
over the rise on the east, descend close to the shore, which 
follow for about a mile, and then strike across the boggy 
moor to the springs. It will take about an hour to reach 
them. The springs rise in and close to the margin of a 
small brook. The water is scalding hot, and the stream, 
warmed by the supply from these natural hot-water taps, 
is utilised by the poorer Reykjavik people as a laundry. 
The steam is strongly impregnated with sulphuretted 

* Road to Hot-Sprinqi.— Alteraatively, after descending close to the shore, 
iollow the tide road on the left, which makes straight for the steam rising from 

Ihe hOt-SprtngS. Digitized by V^OOytt^ 
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hydrogen ; and to the geologist the mineral deposits in the 
vicinity of these thermal springs will be interesting. 

An equally favourite excursion is 
Bngey and Videy. one by boat to these islets, to 

see the eider-ducks, which breed* 
there in great numbers. They are very tame, and the hen 
will allow her back to be gently stroked by one's hand 
when sitting. The eider-duck is preserved for its down, 
and it is not permitted to fire a gun within a mile of those 
parts of the coast and islets whose owners have proclaimed 
at the local ping the spots as eider-duck breeding grounds. 
The down, which the parent birds tear from their breasts 
to line their nests with, may be removed twice without the 
birds deserting the nest ; but if a third time, it is said it is 
abandoned. The down is worth about 12s. per lb. It is a 
very interesting sight to see the nests in every hole and 
nook and cranny among the rocks ; and also to watch the 
earlier hatched broods of dark downy ducklings swimming 
about near the shore, jealously guarded by the mater, who 
will occasionally be seen calmly sitting on the water with 
one of her young ones perched on her back. A great 
many terns (Icelandic name Krla) also have their nests 
upon these islets, and the old birds circle over and swoop 
down upon intruders in a very menacing manner, coming 
within a foot of one's head frequently. 

F^Sey, however, is far the most interesting of the islets 
on which to land, as, in addition to the eider-ducks and 
their nests, there is, to the west of the substantial stone 
residence of the owner of the islet, a chapel that was part 
of a monastery founded in a.d. 1226.* Burton describes it 
as "a solid box of rough Jbasalt, squared only at the 
corners, with rude arches over doorway and windows. The 
dwarf "campanile," a shed perched upon the roof, shelters 
three bells. In the massive red door was a huge iron key, 
which may date from the days of the ghostly owners. The 
roof is supported by heavy solid rafters, and the furniture 
is older and more ornamental than usual ; the benches are 
carved, and the colours are the tricolor — blue, red, and 
green." 

* MoNASTBRT, founded in a.d. 1226, has now been pulled down. 
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Iceland is the nursery of a great variety of 
Shooting, birds, which, although not classed as game, 
are eagerly sought after in winter by 
English sportsmen when they have migrated to our shores. 
The chief of these are swans — the hooper; geese — the 
grey-lag, the bean-goose, and the pink-footed goose; a 
variety of ducks, the eider — which must not be shot — the 
mallard, king-duck, harlequin-duck, teal, and a number of 
others; curlew, chiefly whimbrel; golden - plover ; and 
snipe, both the single and double. 

These birds are met with in the northern parts of 
Iceland till the end of August — the curlew, plover, and 
ducks in vast numbers ; the two first-named on the moors 
and in the fens, and the latter (save the eider-duck) also in 
the fens, and on the shores and islands of lakes, and in the 
still reaches of rivers. In the north, even in the first week 
of September, hardly a curlew or a plover is to be seen, 
these birds being the earliest of the migrants ; the ducks 
take flight a fortnight or so later. In the south-western 
part of the island both curlew and plover are to be found 
in some numbers up tiU the middle of September, and the 
ducks for three weeks longer. Woodcock, it is believed, 
are never seen in Iceland. Geese are frequently seen in 
large flocks on the Fiskivotn, on the ArnarvatnsheiSi in the 
north-west, and on the L<igarflj6t^ in the east. Swans are 
far more common than geese, and are frequently seen early 
in August, on all the larger lakes. 

The bird that affords most sport is a variety of the 
grouse family, called in Icelandic " Rjupa," and in Danish 
"Ryper." We say a variety, but there is little doubt there 
are three varieties, the ptarmigan, and a hybrid produced 
by the interbreeding of these, birds. It is but seldom now 
that a bird of pure blood is fallen in with, the major part 
of the birds subsisting on the island being hybrids. In the 
wooded valley of the Fnjdakd, and some other low-lying 
sheltered tracts overgrown with birch and willow scrub, a 
few of the willow grouse are still to be found, and on the 
mountains in the interior a covey of true ptarmigan may 
yet be fallen in with. The majority of the birds that will 
fall to the sportsman's gun are undoubtedly hybrid, for the 
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full-grown birds will be found, on examination by any one 
who has shot ptarmigan and willow grouse in Norway, to 
to be but little, if any, larger than the former, and yet 
have a plumage closely akin to that of the latter. 

In the month of August, grouse are found more or less 
numerous on all the moors, the lower f jeld slopes, and old 
moss-covered lava-beds in Iceland. We would recommend 
the following localities to the sportsman. In the north- 
east, the IlvammsheiiSij south of Husavik ; the moors west 
of the Skjdlfaridajljdt, from dingey southward for eight 
miles ; also the vast extent of moorland on the east, 
between that river and Myvatn ; the valleys on the west 
of the volcanic range north of ReykjaMi^ ; the extensive 
moors around Svartdrkot ; and the moors on the north 
coast around Go/r'^r. In the north-west, the moors north- 
west of the Laxdrvatn, and those east of Borg, south of the 
H6p, It is said that the Vi^idalsJ^all, west of the Vatnsdaly 
is one of the best places in all Iceland for grouse. Route 
3 will conduct the sportsman to all the places mentioned. 
However, the best and most economical plan, owing to the 
difficulty and cost of transporting heavy baggage about, is 
to select one of the localities mentioned, and, after visiting 
the " lions " in the south, take the steamer from Reykjamk 
to the nearest trading post, and proceed thence direct to 
the shooting ground selected. In August, it is said that 
the sunken plain at yingvellir is literally alive with 
grouse. 

For wildfowl shooting, the Fiskivotn on the Arnarvatn- 
sheiSi (Route 3) is spoken of as the best place in all 
Iceland, though it is possible the scatter of lakes bearing 
the same name a few miles west of the Skaptdr Jokull are 
equally as good. Ducks may be shot in any river where 
they do not breed in any great numbers, but where they do 
so in the vicinity of farms is generally a proclaimed ** egg 
ground," and it is not allowed to shoot ducks in such 
localities. This is the case on Myvatn and in several places 
on the Ldxd flowing therefrom. The valley of the Jokulsd,^ 
north of the DettifosSy is the most likely place for geese ; 
and an eagle or a falcon is generally to be seen near the 
i slands chosen b y the Anser genus as breeding ground s. 

* Haunts op Wildfowl.— Another very favourite haunt is the lakes of Skajatdr 
JdkiUl, a few miles WQ^t of the Skaptdr Jokull. Also near the mouth of the rlrer 
Skjdlfandajljdt Ihe sportsman may reckon on good sport ed by V^OOy It: 
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Duck, curlew, plover and grouse are said to be very plentiful 
in the Mijrarsysla (Fen-county) in the west, just north of 
the Borga/rfjor^r (Routes 3 and 4). Also in the east, in 
the valley of the Lagarjljdt, and on some of the moors in 
this district grouse are very plentiful indeed, and a 
great number are shipped off from Sey^isJjiyr'iSr every 
autumn. Snipe are not very numerous anywhere in 
Iceland. 

Reindeer. — These animals are not indigenous to Ice- 
land, but are the descendants of a small herd brought from 
Norway. There are three herds known to exist on the 
island, and it is possible there is a fourth. Each herd has 
a separate habitat ; the largest herd, numbering about 200, 
is chiefly found on the f jelds south-west of the Lagarjljdt 
and north of the eastern Sncefell ; but these deer, or another 
herd, sometimes pay a visit to a smaller herd that has 
chosen a home among the mountain range north and south 
of Krafla, The third herd, which numbers about a score 
only, is found in the range of volcanoes running N.E. from 
Krisuvik, in the south, to yingvallavatn. 

Seals. — The Phocce are very numerous on many parts 
of the coast, and are private property. They are usually 
caught in nets, as this does not disturb the " ground " so 
much as shooting them would. Before shooting at one, be 
sure and obtain the permission of the owner of the shore, 
as very heavy penalties are recoverable for disturbing a 
man's " proclaimed " seal-ground. Many farmers, on whose 
foreshore seals are only occasionally seen, readily give per- 
mission for one to shoot at these aquatic mammals, while 
others will not permit a gun to be fired within a mile of 
their seal-ground upon any account. 

Neither hares nor rabbits are found in Iceland. 

The Trout Fishing in Iceland is remarkably 
Angling, good in nearly all the rivers that do not 

drain glaciers ; but no salmon fishing, worth 
a journey to Iceland for the sole purpose of obtaining it, is 
procurable without renting a river or buying the nets off a 
portion of one. 
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List of Salmon Rivers and Chief Trout Streams. 

ElliSaar (Ellidi — a famous Viking war-ship — river). 
This river issues from a lake, the MlifSavatn, distant about 
three hours' ride from Heykjavik, and falls into a deep in- 
dentation of the Fcucq^or^r, but a few miles from the 
capital. All the fishery rights are claimed by a merchant 
at Reykjavik^ who makes a charge before allowing English 
tourists to fish for salmon. The best water for rod-fishing 
can be reached in an hour-and-a-half's ride from either of 
the hotels, therefore anglers can sleep there, riding out to the 
river in the morning and returning late at night. But the 
better plan — early morn being the best time for fishing — 
would be to hire a room at the house, half-farm half -inn, on 
the eastern bank of the river near the ford ; but as half-inn 
in Iceland does not promise much in the way of cleanliness 
or comfort, it would be well for the anglers to bring their 
own beds, potted provisions, etc. * 

The salmon in the MlitSadr run very small, one weighing 
10 lbs. being a rarity. The coastal indentation at the 
mouth of the river swarms with sea-trout at times. In one 
week, in July 1878, the farmer living at Gravarvaug caught 
over 2000 lbs. weight of sea-trout and salmon. It is said 
there is good trout fishing in the lake, t 

The Southern Hvita (White-river). — This is a large 
river, and, as usual with all such in Iceland, is a Jokulsd — 
i.e., fed by glacier water. Naturally, the waters of such 
rivers are too cold and turbid to be the haunts of the 
Salmon idse, and therefore they are fishless streams, save 
when they have tributaries fed from other sources ; as 
when such is the case the salmon brave the turbid milky- 
white water of the lower reaches of the rivers, and make 
their way to the tributaries, in whose clear water they can 
find congenial quarters. About twenty-five miles from the 
debouchure of the Hvitd the river makes a sharp bend, and 
receives several tributaries, the two easternmost of which 
are said to be good salmon rivers. The smaller of these, 
the one nearest the main channel, is named Minni Laxd 
(Lesser Salmon-river), and the easternmost the Stcerra Laxd 
(Greater Salmon-river). The best houses at which quarters 

* FiSHiNO OP RiVKR Ellidaar.— Since the above was written this river has been 
sold to an Englishman. It is one of the best rivers in Iceland. Larger salmon are 
caught there now, but they seldom scale over 16 lb. Digitized by VjOOy It^ 

t Good Trout Fishing in the lake, and in the river above it. ^ 
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are obtainable are Grof farm and Hruni parsonage. In 
every case in Iceland the permission of the owner of the 
land, upon which it will be necessary to go to fish, must be 
obtained ere wetting a Jine. With but few exceptions it 
is readily accorded, upon the bulk of the fish being handed 
over to the farmer owning the land abutting on that part 
of the stream where they were caught. It will be as well 
to offer to pay for the fish reserved for the angler's own 
consumption, but in most instances no payment will be 
taken. Both Grqf and Hruni are distant two longish days' 
ride from the capital vid ^ingvellir (see Route 1). Several 
parties of Englishmen are said to have had good sport both 
in the Minni and Stcerra Laxd* 

The LaxA falling into the HvalfjorSr (Whale-fjord). 
— Distant one day's journey from the capital; good quarters 
at Beynivellvr parsonage. It is worth a visit, as it lies en 
route to the two rivers which bear the name of being the 
best salmon rivers in Iceland, though they are perhaps 
excelled by the northern Laocd near Husavik, 

The Laxa falling into the Lbirarvogar (? Lair-river- 
voes). — A small river. An excursion can be made to this 
Laxd from Reynivellir parsonage by riding to Hals farm, 
thence by boat across the Whale-fjord, whence a walk of 
five or six miles will bring the angler to its banks. Should 
it be found worthy of a sojourn of several days, the guide 
could be sent back to Reynivellir to bring round the ponies 
and baggage 

GrimsA and Nor?5ra. — Two tributaries of the Western 
Bvitd, a large river falling into the Borgarfjor'6r (Burg- 
fjord). Like the southern river of the same name it is a 
Jokulsd, and the remarks respecting the ascent of salmon 
in that river apply likewise to this. The ^ortSrd, as its 
name implies, is the northernmost, and it is also the largest 
of the two tributaries, and bears the name of being the 
best salmon river in all Iceland.! The catch was so large 
in 1877 that Mr Ritchie, a Scotch fish merchant, thought 
it would pay to have a steam launch running between the 
mouth of the Hvitd and Reykjavik^ and accordingly he had 
one there in 1878. The best farm at which to stay to fish 
the Grimsd is Hvitdrvellir. To fish the ^ortSrd, the best 

* RiVKRs Minni and St^rra Laxa.— These rivers have of late afforded poor sport 
owing to the Hvitd having been over-netted. 

t Btot Salmon Rivir.— The Kordrd no longer can laj^i q^jj^tQ®-^ srJeputa- 
tion. On the other hand, the Grimsd is very good 
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farm at which to seek quarters would be fverd. Either of 
these farms can be reached in one day from Reynivellir, 
A few miles farther up the valley the Hvitd receives 
another tributary, the yverd, which is worth a trial in cold 
sunmiers, when the water in the main river is clearer than 
in warm ones, and the salmon consequently ascend to 
tributaries more distant from the sea than they do when 
the river is in full flood, with milk-white turbid water from 
the glaciers. The fverd is a good trout stream, it is said. 

North-west of the Borgarfjor'tSry three largish streams, 
the Ldngd (Long-river), Alftd (? Swan-river), and the Hitd 
(Hot-river), enter the sea. Excursions can be made up the 
valley of the Hvitd to the Fiskivotn, mentioned when 
treating of shooting, which abound in trout and waterfowl 
(see Routes 3 and 4). 

The Laxa falling into the StraumfjarSar O's 
(Stream-fjords Outlet). — The (Xs is a peculiar-shaped inlet 
on the south coast of the promontory terminating in 
Sncefells JohM. This Lcuxd is a small but good salmon 
river, and is distant about one-and-a-half days' journey 
from the farms on the Nor'^rd and Grimsd, and four from 
Reykjavik, Good accommodation at MiMaholt parsonage. 
It is but a day's journey hence to the famous basaltic 
caverns at Stapi, and likewise to StykkishdlmVy a trading 
town on the Brei^ifjor'iSr, at which the steamers call. 
(Route 3). 

The Laxa falling into the HvammsfjorSr (Coombe- 
fjord). — This river is distant but four hours' ride from 
BortSeyrif a trading post at the head of the Hirdtafjor^ 
(1 Hriitr's-fjord), a day's journey from Stykkishdlmr, and 
five days* from the capital. Several very fair farms in the 
valley. 

One day's journey south of BortSeyri lie numerous lakes, 
which are so abundantly stocked with char and trout that 
they are named Fiskivotn, Anglice Fish Lakes. They can 
also be visited, as previously mentioned, vid the valley of 
the Hvitd, by proceeding up the valley of the NortSrd^ 
and also through the Reykholtsdalr (see Route 3). There 
are no farms within many miles of the lakes, nor boats 
thereon ; therefore a party of sportsmen would need a tent. 
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and a Berthon folding-boat would greatly increase the 
sport they would have. Grouse are said to be very 
numerous in " good Rjiipa years " on the moor around the 
lakes : while the latter are the breeding grounds of a 
variety of water-fowl, and also, in the latter end of July 
and early part of August, are much frequented by swans. 
A party of sportsmen, selecting this portion of the island 
for a sporting ground, should make Bor^eyri their head- 
quarters, arrange for a room with the farmer at either 
Hvammr or Dyrasta^ir, two farms in the upper part of 
the valley of the Nor^rd, and camp out on 'the moors in 
fine weather, retreating to the farm should they encounter 
a spell of bad weather. By arranging thus, salmon fishing 
could be had in the ^or^rd, and trout fishing in the lakes, 
during the month of July, and swan, wild-duck and grouse 
shooting during the month of August. 

MiSfjarSra (Mid-fjord -river). — A river in which a 
considerable number of salmon are annually caught, but no 
rod-fishing is obtainable without buying off the nets. Thfe 
pastor and farmer own respectively the land on the west 
and east side of the lower reaches of the river, and divide 
the fishing by using their nets on alternate days ; and the 
river not being deep, the modus operandi is to drag down- 
stream from about " half -flood " and meet the fish running 
up with the incoming tide. 

ViSiDALSA (Wooded valley-river). — A day's ride east of 
the Mi6^ar'6rd. Salmon are very numerous on this river, 
but are very capricious. Very comfortable quarters indeed 
at Borg, Trout are to be caught in the upper waters of 
the river, and in a tributary flowing from the Vestrahdps- 
vatn. Good grouse, curlew, and plover shooting in the 
neighbourhood. 

Vatnsdalsa (Lake-valley-river). — Two hours' ride east 
of Borg, Arrangements can be made with the farmers 
owning the best stretches of water on this river for the 
sole right of fishing. 

Laxa from the Laxarvatn. — A small stream a few 
miles east of the last-named river. It is well stocked with 
salmon in those years when the summer is not exceptionally 
dry. The pastor at Hjcdtahakki catches a great many 
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salmon every year, and the farmer at SyfSrnes, not far from 
the Laxdrvatn, also catches a few. There is said to be 
excellent trout-fishing in that lake, and likewise in the 
Sidnavatn, a few miles off. Grouse plentiful in this 
neighbourhood in August. For fishing the lakes, Au'SMla 
parsonage would be the most comfortable quarters ; and 
for the river, HjaltahakkL 

Blanda (Bland). — A large river falling into the 
H'dnafjor'^r (Bearcub fjord). Salmon are never seen in this 
river until September, and but few then — it being glacier- 
fed and its water in summer as white as milk. In the 
Sva/rtd .(Black-river), tributary to this river, trout and char 
are to be caught. There is a trading post and inn at the 
mouth of the Blanda. 

A Laxa falls into the HunaJjottSr about six miles north- 
east of the debouchure of the Blanda, Trout up to 8 lbs. 
in weight have been caught in the stream flowing through 
the Hallardalr^ a valley about five miles north of the 
Laxd, 

O's Laxa. — A few hours' ride due north of the river 
last mentioned will bring the angler to this small but, it is 
said, well-stocked salmon river. Midway up the fjord is 
Skagastrond trading posts, where the steamers call. 

The Laxa falling into the SkagafjorSr. — A fair- 
sized stream, but the salmon have been utterly exter- 
minated by netting. A good day's trout fishing is obtain- 
able, however, and some excellent duck, curlew and plover 
shooting. 

The Laxa falling into the Skjalfandi "Bugt" 
(Shivering or Shimmering Bay). — Perhaps the best salmon 
♦river in Iceland, though, as before said, the Nm'^Srd in the 
west has the credit of being superior. The waters belong- 
ing to three farms on this river were taken on lease for five 
years by two Englishmen in 1878. The lessees only caught 
six salmon, it is said, in 1879 ; whereas in the two previous 
years they caught respectively seventy-five and sixty-eight 
^h. This would be a splendid river for salmon fishing for 
anyone who could afford to buy the nets and traps off the 
lower waters belonging to the farmer at Laacdrmyri^ who , 
catches 999 out of every 1000 fish that enter the river. ^ 

* The Laxa falling into Skjdlfandi "Bugt."— If the nets are bought off, though it 
sometimes fails when Arctic ice drifts into the bay in spring.the salmon here are large. 

t Nbtting Lower Waters.— Things have improved owing t^SiettSiif only now 
being permitted 6 days out of 7 in Iceland. 
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Excellent trout fishing obtainable under the falls abreast of 
Grenja'6arsta^r, and also in the upper waters, especially 
among the islands about a mile from the river's outlet from 
Myvatn^ 

Laxa, S.E. of the Vatna Jokull. — It is said salmon 
are caught in a tributary to a Jokulsd, draining the Vatna^ 
that falls into the Fapa/jdrtSr near Ldnsvik. 

This closes the principal list of salmon rivers in Iceland. 
It is possible that on the east coast there may be one or 
two streams in which salmon are caught— the Lagarfljdt 
would be a likely one — but it is doubtful, for at Sey^isfjor'^ry 
Uski^or'Sr, and Vopnafjor'^, the three chief trading posts 
in the east, one never sees any salmon brought to the 
steamers for sale — pretty conclusive evidence that not many 
are caught in the rivers in this part of the island. 

Trout Streams. — The Sog, draining yingvallavatn ; the 
Bruard, tributary to the southern Hvitd (Route 1); the 
stream draining the Skorradcdsvatn, in the west (Route 4); 
the yverd, tributary to the western Hvitd ; the Haukadalad, 
falling into the Hvammsfjor'^r (Routes 3 and 4) ; the 
Svartdy tributary to the Heradsvotn falling into the Skagor 
Jjm''(Sr (Route 3) ; the Svartdy tributary to the Blcmda 
(Route 3) ; the Horgd^ and the lower part of the Fnjdskd^ 
respectively west and east of the Eyjafj6r'(Sr (Route 3) ; and 
the Svartd from Svartd/rvatn in the interior. There are 
doubtless many others, for it is said that every stream 
having its source in a lake, or fed by feeders from one, 
abounds in trout or char, unless the water is impregnated 
with mineral matters from tliermal springs or noxious 
volcanic deposits. 

Two kinds of trout are caught, pink-fleshed and white, 
besides the sea-trout. The river and lake trout run large, 
2 lbs. to 4 lbs. being common, while one up to 7 lbs. is not 
a rarity. Char are numerous and run large in the lakes, 
up to 8 lbs. In the rivers, char seldom exceed 2 lbs. in 
weight, and greedily take artificial flies. 

The close time for shooting rjupa or ptarmigan, and 
most birds nought by the sportsman, now ends on the 20th 
July; but, on the other hand, since 1894 the landing of 
dogs brought from Great Britain has been prohibited. 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 SPORTSMAN^S AND TOURIST's 

Those visiting the island for salmon fishing are 
cautioned that it is, for a number of reasons, risky business 
to negotiate with other than the owner or owners of fishing 
rights for the transfer of the same to an alien. 

The new road from the capital to yingvellir is now 
practicable for bicyclists and waggonettes run between 
those places. 



ROUTES. 

ROUTE 1. — Reykjavik to Pingvellir; Gullfoss and 
Hekla; returning vid Krisuvik; Ha/nar^or^r and Bessast- 
atSir. A twelve days' excursion, which may be extended 
to eighteen; suitable for those who only contemplate 
remaining in Iceland during such a period. 

ROUTE 2. — A Month's Excursion prom Reykjavik ; 
returning to the Capital. — An extension of Route 1, 
through the ** Njal Country " to the Myrdals Jokullj in 
which is situated the Kotltugja volcano ; and to ySrsmdrky 
one of the most enchanting pieces of scenery in Iceland ; 
thence to the vast lava-flood in the vicinity of the Skaptdr 
Jokull; to the grand glacial scenery of the Vatna Jokull ; 
and to the monarch of the Icelandic mountains, the Orcefa 
Jokuil; returning mA the south coast and Krimivik,* 

ROUTE 3. — A Summer's Tour in Iceland. — The most 
comprehensive tour practicable with pleasure in the course 
of an Icelandic summer ; setting out from Reykjavik and 
quitting the island at Akureyri in the north, or Sey^isJjortSr 
in the east. The chief places of interest visited on this 
tour will be (1) yingvellir; (2) Gey sir; (3) GvM/oss; (4) 
Hekla; (5) the EeyMvoltsdalry with its hot springs on an 
island in an icily cold river ; (6) Eldborg ; (7) the Sncefell 
Peninsula ; (8) Helgafell; (9) the volcanic islets of the 
Brei^iJjor'Qr ; (10) Surtshellir caves; (11) the Fiskivotn; 

* Since the late building: of bridees it is perham preferable to return by Reykir, 
making: an extra excursion from Reykjavik to Krisuvik. This last can be done 
with very little bajrjfa«re— a fjreat consideration. 013,1,^^ by ^OOy It: 
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(U) Hdlar Cathedral; (13) Ahwreyri; (14) GoUfoss; (15) 
»*The Fire Focus of the North;" (16) the 1875 Lava-flood; 
and (17) Askja, 

ROUTE 4.— A Six Weeks' Excursion.— Starting from 
Reykjavik and returning thereto, or proceeding on to 
Ahwreyri. Visiting the Reykholtsdalr ; Eldhorg; the North- 
west Peninsula and the Gldmu and Drdnga JiMar; and 
Isafjor'Qr, and the lignite beds in its vicinity. 

ROUTE 5. — SeySisfjorSr to Akureyri. — A fort- 
night's excursion visiting "The Fire Focus of the North;" 
the 1875 Lava-flood and Askja; the Eldeyjafoss^ and the 
Oo^a/o8s» 

ROUTE 6. — Akurbiyri to Reykjavik. — By the direct 
Post Route, seven to eight days' journey. 

Sportsmen can shoot and fish very comfortably by 
sending on a supply of provisions, (fee, to the farm or farms 
at which they purpose to seek quarters ; and if they have 
not been in Iceland before, and wish to see the sights 
** de Rigeur," there are three plans open to them.* 

1. To select the capital sporting district lying between 
yingvallavatn and the yj&rsd (Bull River) — see Route 1 ; 
or the valley of the western Hvitd — Routes 3 and 4. At 
Reykjavik a man and ponies can be hired from Zoega to 
convey the extra baggage, cartridges, and provisions to a 
parsonage or farm in either district. Any parson or 
farmer, even if he is unwilling to accommodate sportsmen, 
will readily take charge of any articles left at his house. 
These districts are respectively two and three days' 
journey from the capital. A visit can be made to Xrisuvik 
later on in search of reindeer. 

2. Select one of the valleys in the N. or N.E. — see 
List of Salmon Rivers, and Routes 3 and 5 — and forward 
the guns and rifles and other heavy baggage round by 
steamer to the trading port nearest the locality selected, 
and the sportsmen can send for them upon their arrival. 
They will then be at liberty to start from Reykjavik, and 

* Sportsmen's Plans.— As conditions are frequently changing, we strong^Iy 
advise sportsmen not to trust implicitly to the information we give,^ lj]i^, T^^her to 
consult those on the spot before finally making their plans, ^d by V 
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make a comprehensive tour in the south, and enjoy some 
fishing, and subsequently cross the island to the north by 
the very interesting route laid down in Route 3. 

3. Land at Reykjavik, make the tour laid down in 
Route 1, and return so as to catch the steamer round to 
one of the northern ports ; hire ponies there, and select a 
locality a day or two's journey distant as a sporting ground. 
The farmer with whom the sportsmen obtain quarters will 
bring up the baggage. 

We will now proceed to give fuller descriptions of the 
Routes above sketched. 



ROUTE I. 
Reykjavik to Pingvellir, Geysir, Gullposs and Hekla ; 

RETURNING VlA KrIsUVIK, HaFNARPJ6R(5r AND BeSSAS- 

taSir. a Twelve Days' Excursion, which may be 
extended to eighteen; suitable for those who 
only contemplate remaining in iceland for a 
short time. 

The ponies should be ordered to be at the hotel at 9 
A.M. punctually, as in all probability it will be two hours 
later before the tourists get away — such a number of things 
will have to be seen to — perhaps one or two of the ponies 
may have to be shod, and, if saddles are borrowed, new 
cruppers and stirrup leathers bought, <fec., &c. 

Somewhat less than an hour's ride will bring the party 
to the ford over the Mli6adr, the salmon river mentioned 
in ** Excursions from Eeykjavik."* The ford, save im- 
mediately after heavy rains, is a very shallow one. The 
farmhouse on the eastern bank is a primitive inn much 
frequented in summer by the townspeople. The road winds 
upwards over a range of hills, amidst which nestle several 
small lakes. In a fine clear day the view looking westward 
over the Faxafjiyr^, with SnmfelU Jokull rising like a 
pyramid of ice from the sea, beyond the range of mountains 

* Fording Rivbrs.— Bridges now span the Sk}a^andajlj6l, EUidadr, 0{fu8d, 
Vjorad, Hvitd, and the Blandn. New roads are being: ^a*adually opened up 
throuffhout the island. Digitized by VjOO^ It: 
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forming the peninsula of which it is the western termina- 
tion, is charming. It is said the nearest chain of mountains 
in that direction, Esja, when the light is favourable, 
" appear covered with flourishing vegetation." Their steep 
arid sides owe this appearance to the beautiful green tint 
of the rocks (? clay) which compose the greater part of 
the chain; their upper strata present a great variety of 
colours. 

Shortly after the largest of the lakes, the Hafravatn 
(Goat-lake), is passed, the Seljadalr (? Shieling-dale) is 
entered, and a shallow stream, bordered on either hand for 
some distance by morass, down through which it has worn 
a channel to a sub-stratum of sand and shingle, affords 
firm footing for the ponies, and the bed of the stream is 
utilised as a road.* The tourist will ford this stream a score 
of times to avoid the deeps and enable his pony to keep on 
the belts of shingle fringing the stream. How the natives 
manage to traverse this part of the country during the 
early summer floods is a puzzle to every stranger who has 
ridden up uhe SeljadcUr, At the head of this valley a halt 
will be made for half-an-hour or so, to pasture the ponies 
and partake of luncheon; and on the journey being 
resumed the saddles and baggage will be shifted on to 
the relay ponies that were previously driven on ahead by 
the guide. A path will again be met with, and it leads 
still upward till the plateau of the Mos/ellsheitSi (Moss-fell- 
heath) is attained, before reaching which a wild rocky glen 
will be passed. In this the stream which furnished a 
roadway through the morass has its birth-place. The 
Mosfellshei^i is a dreary stony waste, which it will take 
nearly two hours to traverse : a road was constructed over 
it in 1878. Early in August the sportsman will find that 
curlew and plover and an occasional grouse are to be 
bagged while crossing the heath. The somewhat mono- 
tonous ride over the dreary waste has its advantages, 
however; for, like the gloomy scene which invariably precedes 
the transformation scene of a pantomime, it enhances the 
beauties of the charming landscape which is shortly, and 
as suddenly as if by enchantment, to be opened to the view 
of the travellers. First the monarch of the Icelandic 

* Bed op Striam as Road.— A new road has now been made east of the SeljadcUr, 
the old road beings no longer in use, though the old route was more inter^ting^. 
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lakes, yingvallavatn, comes in sight — an imposing sheet of 
water covering an area of close on forty square miles — its 
surface broken by two small islands, said by Burton to be 
crater-islets, and picturesque headlands jutting outward 
from the eastern and western shores. Quite unexpectedly, 
while the traveller is riding slowly onward gazing admir- 
ingly at the lake, his pony comes to a halt, and looking for 
the cause, the ground appears to have suddenly opened at 
the very feet of his steed, and he beholds a vast rift 
stretching away in a north-north-easterly direction for over 
two miles. This is the famous Almannagjd, or AU-men's- 
rif t, so named because, when the Al)?ing held its meetings 
at yingvellir, it was the custom of the people to assemble on 
the outer slope. of the eastern wall of the rift, whence they 
could command an excellent view of the proceedings below, 
whether it was to witness a peaceful meeting of the "House 
of Representatives " or the warlike one of two of the chiefs 
of the people settling their dispute by a mortal combat 
(Holm Ganga) on an holm in the Oxard (Axe-river) flowing 
at the base of the slope, or the drowning of a woman guilty 
of adultery in the pool below the cascade formed by the 
river where it leaps through a gap in the eastern wall of 
the rift. 

The traveller descends into the AU-men's-rift by a steep 
rocky causeway, "formed by nature and improved by art" 
(up and down which a writer says the best native ponies 
could gallop, but we would beg to be excused from riding 
one while it was trying the experiment), and proceeds 
between its cliffs for a short distance when a further 
descent is made through an opening in the eastern cliff to 
the banks of the Axe-river ; crossing which a few minutes* 
ride brings him to the door of yingvellir parsonage-i. Here 
he will find a kindly welcome. The sleeping accommoda- 
tion at the parsonage is limited, therefore if the party is a 
large one the tent brought for use at the Geysir will have 
to be pitched ; but an abundance of coffee, milk, pancakes, 
and delicious fresh char from the lake will be procurable.* 

Second Day — at Pingvellir. — It will be agreeably 

passed in the exploration of this highly interesting and 

classic locality, yingvellir is a tract about four miles in 

* N.B,—A hotel has lately been erected on yingvellir lake, boats 

being provided for the use of ^'^sitors and anglers. 

t Descsht to All-hkh'«-rift.— a new road, partly built, partly WMttd, ouVoV t®e Wa rock 

>iK« IftfAlv Vwkon moHA 
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length from S.S.W. to N.N.E., and rather less in width, 
lying at a lower level than the country on either side, from 
which it evidently broke away during a terrible volcanic 
convulsion in prehistoric times. The line of disruption on 
each side is marked by a rift, the Almannagjd on the west, 
and the Hrafnagjd (Raven-rift) on the east. The tract 
between slopes gradually upward as it recedes from the 
lake, which borders it on the south ; the rifts decreasing in 
depth and width as the depth of the subsidence becomes 
less. The formation of this part of the island appears to 
be vast horizontal sheets of basaltic lava underlying a thin 
superficial stratum of soil, and these evidently at the spot 
where the subsidence took place roofed in an abyss of some 
kind, into which the disrupted mass descended. 

Irrefragible proof of the correctness of the subsidence 
theory is found in the presence of horizontal stratification 
in the perpendicular walls, not only of the two main rifts, 
but also in those of the fissures in the sunken tract itself. 
Moreover, numerous similar subsidences have taken place 
in many parts of the island, notably in the Myvatns Orcefiy 
where one occurred as recently as 1875 during an eruption 
of an immense lava-flood (see Route 3). 

The disrupted tract at yingvellir in its descent fissured 
deeply in many places, and chiefly in the same direction as 
the two outer rifts, viz., from N.N.E. to S.S.W. Some six 
or seven hundred yards east of the Almannagjd, and about 
a mile from the lake, one of these fissures divides into two 
arms, which diverge from each other and reunite at a 
distance of about a hundred yards or so, inclosing a long 
narrow rocky islet. This is the spot where, in the lawless 
days of old, the Al)?lng held its meetings. In olden times 
it was possible to cross its engirdling chasms in one place 
only, where masses of rock formed a rude causeway ; but 
at the present time anyone of ordinary activity can cross 
in at least two places, where frost and earthquakes have 
shattered the cliffs and choked the rifts with dSris. The 
natural stone-mound near the northern end of the island is 
said to be the Logherg (Law-rock), where new laws were 
proclaimed and judgments pronounced ; and further south 
on the brink of the eastern rift a detached fragment of 
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rock, about twelve feet in length, is shown as the " Blood- 
stone," on which for certain offences the backs of criminals 
were broken, the victims being hurled backward and 
allowed to fall into the rift. It is recorded that several 
men attempted to seize F16si, the leader of the " burners " 
of Njal, during a meeting of the Al)?lng, and that he 
escaped by taking a very risky leap across the rift hard by 
the " Bloodstone." In the Sagas mention is made of many 
a stormy debate and remarkable trial that took place here, 
ending in bloodshed and life-long feuds. 

From the meeting-place of the AVping the tourist will 
probably turn his footsteps towards the picturesque, though 
not large, fall formed by the Oosard, where it leaps in a 
single bound from the elevated moorland west of the 
Thingfields into the Alma>nnagjd, through which it flows 
for a short distance until it finds a gap in the eastern wall 
of the rift, and leaps in two bounds to the plain beneath. 
In the pool below this cascade it is said unfortunate women 
convicted of adultery or infanticide were drowned ; while, 
on a knoll close by, those found guilty of witchcraft were 
burned. 

In the Almannagjd, and at the foot of the outer slope 
of its eastern wall, are to be seen low, rude walls of unhewn 
stones, now used as folds for sheep. Within these, it is 
said, members of the Al)?ing pitched their booths of 
wadmaal ("BuSir") when they attended its meetings, but 
the fact is disputed. 

The church will repay a visit : the altar-piece, a Last 
Supper, is old, and the pulpit dates from a.d. 1683. In 
the churchyard stands a block of vesicular lava, the marks 
upon the eastern face of which, it is alleged, were used in 
olden times as a standard measure by which the ellwands 
and other measures in common use were to be regulated. 

The Thingstead and its surroundings is a charming 
landscape. On three sides it is guarded by mountains of 
considerable altitude ; to the north- west are to be seen the 
Sulur pinnacles bristled as with trees; the fretted peaks 
about Gagnhei'6i ; the dull black heap of Armansfell^ so 
called from Orman the Irish giant, who there lies in his 
grave; and the ridgelet of JornJdiff, crouching below it. 
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There to the north-east stands SkjcddbreifS, shield -shaped, 
as its name says, ending in a snow-ilaked umbo which 
suggests a crater. The peaks of Tindaskagi at its foot 
apparently connect with the great Ilrafnahjorg ; and far 
behind them, but brought near by the surpassing atmos- 
pheric clearness, sparkle the snows of Ldng Jokull. The 
mosfc striking of these mountains is Skjaldhrei^, and well 
does it deserve its name Broad-shield; at least when seen on 
a clear morning after a fall of snow which remains only on 
the mountains, when it appears like a giant genie's shield, 
formed of silver and barred with steel, so bright is its 
sunlit face and "steely-blue" its shadows. 

South-west of the lake there is also a very striking 
group of mountains, from the nearest of which, at an 
altitude of about a thousand feet, a cloud of steam ascends, 
giving the mountain — which is named HengUl — a very 
volcanic appearance. Chalybeate, carbonated, sulphureous, 
and siliceous springs, it is said, are found on the slopes of 
this mountain and at its base. The famous Dr Hjaltalin, 
of Reykjavik, proposed some years ago the erection of a 
small sanatorium on the mountain at an altitude of 1500 
feet, but hitherto the money has not been forthcoming to 
carry out the project. 

Lord Dufferin says of the ]fiiiyvellir landscape : "A 
lovelier scene I have seldom witnessed. In the foreground 
lay huge masses of rock and lava tossed about like the 
ruins of a world, and washed by waters as bright and 
green as polished malachite. Beyond, a bevy of distant 
mountains, robed by the transparent atmosphere in tints 
unknown to Europe, peeped over each other's shoulders 
into the silver mirror at their feet ; while here and there, 
from among their purple ridges, columns of white vapour 
rose like altar smoke toward the tranquil heaven." 

The Saga reader will probably regard this classic locality 
much as Waller did, who says: "It is almost impossible 
to give any idea of the feelings of deep interest with which 
T regarded every inch of this romantic spot, and tried to 
imagine what an appearance it must have presented 900 
years ago. I wondered where HallgerSa's booth was. I 
know that it was just down by the water that Gunnar first 
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saw her sitting in the doorway. NjaFs booth, too, was 
some two or three hundred yards down the river on the 
other side. It was here that the desperate battle took 
place between Njal's assassins and his avengers, and it was 
between the water and the lava that so many of them 
were killed." 

Altogether yingvellir is a charmingly romantic old-world 
spot, which pen cannot describe ; a spot where scenery wild 
and weird is found hallowed by historical associations of no 
common order. It is indeed a spot, if such exists on earth, 

" Where two foes each other meeting 
Would exchange a friendly greeting : 
Where a man, intent on spoil, 
Would stop short 'shamed of approaching 
^ As if fearful of encroaching 

On a consecrated soil. " 

The simple plain wooden church, and the parsonage, 
mainly built of turf and rugged blocks of lava, owing to 
their very simplicity, are in keeping with the surroundings : 
a huge modern church would be an anachronism. 

With reference to the Hrafrmgjdy though longer, it is not 
as wide nor deep as the western rift, and as an hour can 
be devoted to its examination on the way to the Geysir on 
the morrow, it is hardly worth while to ride three miles 
each way to see it. 

Respecting the sporting capabilities of the neighbour- 
hood, grouse are most years very plentiful in the month of 
August among the birch scrub, which flourishes over the 
tract lying between the rifts, it being sheltered by the 
more elevated country on either hand. Burton has the 
following about angling in the AS'o^,*the outlet of the lake, 
which may be reached in four or five hours' sharp riding 
from yingvellir : " Here in July any quantity of salmon- 
trout may be caught ; the fish lie above the first foss thick 
as water-plants. My informant had taken twenty-five in 
one day ; the heaviest was 7 lbs., and only two weighed 
under 6 lbs.; but he had been almost blinded by the 
plagues of gnats and flies, which covered his pony with 
blood-points." 

• A splendid trout streaui a lougtah day's ride from Reykjavik. The eastern bank, between the 
^es of Thingrvallavatn and Ulfljatsvatn. belongs to a Scotsman. For Ashing apply to Nibusv, pf 
Byrarbakki ; for Ashing on the western bank, as well u the rest of the river, apply to Tbororihcb 
OoDMUKiMBir. of Reykjavik. There is good duck shooting in the neighbourhood. In .Tnly any 
quantity of char and lake trout may be caught. Digitized by \^OOy It: 
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Third Day. — The halting-place for the night will be by 
encampment at the Geysir, or at MtUi or Haukadalr farms, 
a short distance off. The scenery between yingvellir and 
the Geysir is far more interesting than that between the 
capital and the first-named place. 

A quarter-of an-hour after leaving the parsonage a 
deep fissure will be passed, and less than an hour's ride 
across the sunken plain of yingvellir, within a short 
distance of the lake, will bring the traveller to the Hraf- 
nagjd. As before observed, it is neither as wide nor as deep 
as the Almannagjd, and therefore it is not descended into, 
but crossed on a causeway of fallen lava-blocks. Half-an- 
hour can be spared for its examination, if wished, the journey 
to the Geysir taking seven to eight hours only. The path, 
almost immediately after leaving the rift, winds through an 
extensive bed of rugged lava, to the north-east of which 
lies a range of jagged volcanic mountains. Do not fail to 
observe at the base of a hill, on the left, a pecular extinct 
♦ crater — for it is Bryson's "Tintron," respecting which 
" Umbra " penned the following : " This is the mysterious 
Tintron, the puzzle of geologists, the Lava Spout, the only 
one known to exist in the world, like unto the blackened 
stump of a tree, 10 feet or so in height, through which the 
fluid flame is supposed to have once soared in air, as water 
from the hose of a fire-engine." Had the author of the 
above ever visited the lower part of the Laxdrdalr, near 
Nusavik, in the north, he would never have penned "the 
only one known to exist in the world," for he would have 
seen there a plain thickly studded with Tintrons, many 
20 to 30 feet in height (see Route 3). 

The path next leads through a defile in a volcanic 
range, with three peaks on the left, named the Kdlfstindar 
(Calf-peaks) ; and it will be seen that this region has 
frequently been the scene of volcanic disturbance. A steep 
descent will bring the travellers into an extensive and 
almost circular grassy amphitheatre surrounded by hills. 
Here a halt will be made to bait the ponies, partake of 
lunch, and shift saddles. It is remarkable that there is 
no farm here, for many a one may be seen elsewhere 
surrounded with far less pasture.! 

c 

• BxTUiCT C&ATKK.— Descended by Mr F. W. W. Howell in 1898. r^ i 

\ There is a cave here well worth a visit; and the reason of there being abl^WQQ^tnat the 
pUin is liable to floods, *-^ 
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Remounting, a short gallop will bring the party, to the 
fertile Laugardalr (Hot-spring-dale), a valley containing 
many hot springs and an extensive lake. As the path runs 
within a short distance of the north-western comer of the 
Laugarvatn (Hot-spring-lake), travellers usually dismount 
to visit a group of hot springs which bubble forth merrily 
within a foot or so of the water's edge. An efflorescence of 
alum and a little sulphur will be found around the springs. 
The large columns of steam ascending from the midst of an 
extensive marsh on the opposite side of the lake mark the 
sites of other groups of hot springs; but these are seldom 
visited, as a lengthy detour would have to be made, and a 
number of similar ones are to be seen in the vicinity of the 
Geysir. A cup of coffee and excellent pancakes are procur- 
able at the farm near the lake, if the travellers wish to halt 
for refreshments. 

Two hours' ride, fair path, passing through a tract of 
birch and willow scrub (in which a covey or two of grouse 
may generally be found in August) near MitSdalr (Mid- 
dale) Church, will bring the travellers to the famous 
Brtiard (Bridge-river) — so named from a peculiar bridge 
here, which is situated in the river, not bridging it over. 
At the spot where the bridge is placed, the river in 
summer is usually 60 or 70 yards in width and of 
no great depth, save in mid-channel ; but both width and 
depth vary according to the season of the year and the 
state of the weather. The river-bed is a rugged tract of 
lava, in the centre of which is a deep wedge-shaped crevasse 
extending up stream from an equally deep pool, lying some 
feet below the level of the river-bed above, into which the 
water falls. The river abounding in deep holes above the 
crevasse — while it is but a foot or so deep between it and 
the banks, except when flooded — some eight or nine stout 
planks have been placed across the chasm, with strong 
iron-clamped hand rails on each side, and form a somewhat 
singular bridge, 12 feet by 8. It is, however, only 
possible to cross by this when the river is in its normal 
condition, as during the floods the planks of the bridge are 
several feet beneath a foaming cataract, and travellers have 
to cross in a boat at the ferry a short distance down stream. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ROUTE I. — TO GBYSIR AND HEKLA. 35 

An hour-and-a-half s ride will bring the party to MtUi, 
two hours' to the Geyair or Haukadalr farm. Accommoda- 
tion for two travellers at Jfi^i, and for several at Haukadalr, 
The people at both places are obliging, but have somewhat 
expansive ideas on the subject of remuneration. In Ultima 
ThtUe, as elsewhere, English tourists have evidently 
rendered the people living near the " lions " avaricious. 

Fourth Day. — This will be passed awaiting an eruption 
of the Geysivy forcing Strokkr into activity once or oftener 
in the meanwhile. Should the day be fine, the time will 
pass away very pleasantly, there being over fifty boiling 
springs within (at the most) half-a-mile of the principal 
ones, and a remarkable grotto filled with water but little 
below boiling-point, named Blesi (Blaze — as on the face 
of a horse), whose roof is broken in, allowing a glimpse of 
the interior. 

A brief description will now be given of the sights of 
this interesting locality. The two chief geysirs are the 
Gey air "par excellence," and the Strokkr, The first-named 
is very uncertain in its eruptions, sometimes ejecting 
enormous columns of boiling water to a height approaching 
100 feet at intervals of a few hours, while at other times 
it remains quiescent for several days.* The Strokkr lies 
ninety paces nearly due south of its world-renowned neigh- 
bour, and, fortunately for sight-seers, can at all times be 
excited into an eruption by partly choking up its pipe — 
a hollow like a huge test-tube in a bed of siliceous sinter — 
with a considerable quantity of turf. The Geysir, on the 
contrary, evinces contemptuous indijQference to such in- 
dignities, though a few pounds' weight of soap — which 
can be bought at a neighbouring farm which keeps a supply 
for sale for the purpose — thrown down its pipe usually 
has the desired effect. Lord Dufferin's description of an 
eruption has already been quoted. The Strokkr also 
" spouts " voluntarily at uncertain intervals.! 

The Geysir and its satellites are situated at the base of 
an eminence of no great height — the LaugaJ^aU in a tract 
of hot viscid clay and mineral earths of various colours (red 
and yellow are conspicuous) raised a few feet above the 
level of the grassy plain lying between the Laugajjall on 

* Since the earthquake in 1896, Geysifs eruptions have been most regrular (see 
footnote on pagpe 2). 

t Strokke is no longer active. Digitized by VjOOy It: 
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the west and the T'dngufljdt (Tongue-flood) on the east, a 
river tributary to the great southern Hvitd, which drains 
the glacier-covered mountains to the northward. The 
extent of the tract in which the thermal springs abound is 
about 700 yards in length by 300 in width. Burton says : 
"Here we may still study the seven forms of geysir life. 
First, is the baby still sleeping in the bosom of Mother 
Earth, the airy wreath escaping from the hot clay ground ; 
then comes the infant breathing strongly, and at times 
puking in the nurse's lap; third, is the child simmering 
with impatience; and fourth, is the youth whose occupation 
is to boil over. The full-grown man is represented by the 
* Great Gusher' in the plentitude of its lusty power; old 
age, by the tranquil, sleepy * laug ; ' and second childhood 
and death, mostly from diptheria or quinsy, in the empty 
red pits strewn about the dwarf plain." 

The Geysir lies towards the northern end of the ** dwarf 
plain," and its basin is at the summit of a mound built up 
to a height of about 40 feet of silica, a mineral that the 
Geysir water holds in solution, and which is deposited in 
thin layers of a beautiful enamel from the water which is 
constantly overflowing. The mound is ever increasing in 
size from the continuous deposit of silica; and fragments 
of stone left on its slopes will in a short time be found 
attached to the surface by newly-formed layers of siliceous 
sinter, the name by which the enamel is known to 
mineralogists. The basin is nearly circular; and, except 
immediately after dn eruption, is full of water to the brim : 
four measurements taken twice on the surface of the water 
gave the average diameter at 66 feet. In the centre of the 
basin is a cylindrical well or tube 10 feet 4 inches in 
diameter, and 82 feet in depth. A recent writer made a 
curious discovery. He says : " By standing with his back 
to the sun and looking into the baisin, the spectator will see 
his face and head clear as in a mirror, surrounded by a 
halo of bright prismatic colours. The coloured rays 
extended round the head to the distance of 2 or 3 feet, 
forming two-thirds to three-fourths of a circle, the lower 
portion wanting. The observer could only see his own 
likeness, not that of his neighbour.'* 
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♦ Strokkr does not possess any basin around its well, 
which is shaped like a rugged test-tube, about 8 feet in 
diameter at its mouth and, it is said, 36 feet deep. Burton 
furnishes it with a basin, or rather a " saucer," and a most 
extraordinary one too : " The outer diameter of the saucer 
is only 7 feet, the inner about 18 feet (vol. ii. p. 181). After 
the eruption, the level of the water in the tube was at a 
depth of 25 feet; and here were to be seen, partly submerged, 
or in nautical phraseology awash, the mouths of two pipes 
entering at different angles close together on the side 
nearest the Geysir. From these pipes steam belched forth 
at intervals with considerable force, churning the water in 
the well round rapidly. Directly steam ceased to issue 
from these pipes the rotary motion of the water gradually 
lessened, but never entirely ceased, the intervals between 
the jets of steam being too brief. About half-an-hour after 
the close of the eruption the jets of steam increased consider- 
ably in volume, and some water was injected through the 
pipes into the well, for they were shortly after submerged. 
The water did not commence to rise until water issued 
from the two pipes ; accordingly there is reason to believe 
that the well has no other inlets. It is important that the 
existence of these two pipes should be recorded, as it is 
seldom that the water in the well is so low after an 
eruption as it was upon this occasion. Normally the water 
fills the tube to within 10 feet of its mouth, and is 
violently agitated and churned into continuous rotary 
motion (hence the name Strokkr = Chum), presumably by 
jets of steam entering from the pipes at different angles." 

For the privilege of digging the turfs necessary to excite 
this "gusher" to action, and for the loan of a spade — 
usually found Ipng on the grass close by — 2 kroner have 
to be handed over to the farmer at Ifaukctdalr, who owns 
the site of the Geysir. Most writers say that about a 
quarter-of-an-hour after a dose of turf has been adminis- 
tered, the Strokkr feels the effect of the emetic. However, 
we waited nearly an hour, after tumbling in a heap of close 
on fifty large -sized turfs, without any signs of a display ; 
but an additional dose, supplemented (contrary to "the 
statute in that case made and provided ") with a few small 

* Strokkr is now extinct. 
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slabs of rock, evoked one with such suddenness that we 
and our guide, who were standing close to the edge of the 
well — fortunately to windward — peering down at the see- 
thing waters, narrowly escaped a severe scalding. An 
immense column of water was ejected, without the slightest 
warning, to a height of about 60 feet, and was followed 
immediately by dense jets of steam and water, which 
ascended with deafening roars and such great force that 
the ground trembled beneath our feet at a distance of 
100 yards. The eruptions continued for sixteen-and-a- 
half minutes, and clouds of steam ascended at intervals for 
halfnan-hour afterwards. 

It is recorded that a party of French naval officers 
worked the Strokhr several times between noon and eight 
in the evening without being able to exhaust it, for the 
water was ejected, ** the last time we excited it, nearly into 
our tent, and to a much greater distance than the preced- 
ing ones. It appeared to have redoubled in fury." 

What is very strange, the eruptions of the Strokhr do 
not in any way affect the water in the well and basin of 
the Gey sir ^ though it is less than 100 yards distant; 
while, it is asserted, that an eruption of the latter causes 
the water in the tube of the Strokhr to subside considerably. 

Blesi lies fifty paces from the Geysir in the direction of 
the LaugafjalL At a first glance this appears to be but 
two pools of hot water separated from each other by a 
narrow wall of siliceous rock — the Blaze ; but by standing 
on the margin of one of them, a little distance on either 
side of the seeming dividing wall, and peering down into 
the limpid water, it will be seen that this is a natural 
bridge with its arch submerged, under which one can see 
through the surface of the water on one side into the still 
crystal depths of that on the other. He can also see that 
where the water is exposed, two holes exist in the rocky 
roof of a beautiful grotto; and it is easy to trace from 
either side the curve inward of the silica-frosted craggy 
roof until it fades away in the depths, where the water im- 
perceptibly loses its crystalline appearance and becomes of 
a beautiful pale cobalt tint. Were it not for the wreaths 
of steam that curl from the surface of the water, where 
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exposed, one could fancy he was gazing into the beautiful 
cool depths of a grotto amid the rocks of some sheltered 
bay, into which were he to plunge and its mystic chambers 
explore, he feels— so fairy-like is its appearance — that if a 
mermaid or a sea-nymph exists, it is therein he would find 
her. 

A couple of hours can be pleasantly spent examining 
the numerous hot springs and miniature geysirs south of 
Strokkr, and studying "the seven forms of geysir life." 
The " Little Strokkr " of the older travellers, in the centre 
of the " dwarf plain,'' has long ceased to spout, having 
degenerated into a simple laug, or a hot spring in which 
the water merely bubbles forth. The "Little Geysir," a 
gusher situated a short distance south of Strokkr, which has 
a tu1)e about 2 feet in diameter and 13 feet in depth 
to where it branches off laterally, occasionally spouts to 
the height of 10 or 12 feet. There are also, Burton 
asserts, a "gusherling" which discharges red water, and 
another which "spouts like an escape pipe, brown, high 
and strong." 

An ascent of the LaugaJ^all will well repay the trouble, 
for " up on the hill-side are springs which do not boil and 
spout now, and, still higher, old tubes and crater-cones that 
once were the outlets of geysirs of considerable size ; " and 
a charming view is obtainable over the Alpine country to 
the south. HeJda with its mantle of snow is distinctly 
visible beyond the range of hills on the opposite side of the 
Hvitd ; as also are the more distant ice-clad summits of the 
JoMar near the south coast. When one turns his attention 
from the extreme distance to the foreground of this peculiar 
landscape, what a contrast ! There, " in icy pomp the 
glaciers tower " and a volcano .sleepeth mantled in snow ; 
here, in heated domes of ruddy clay and mounds of rock 
are embosomed geysirs and wells of boiling water from 
which rise clouds of steam, speaking of the subterranean 
fires slumbering below, which every few years awaken and 
send fiery floods of molten rock coursing over this strange 
volcanic isle. 

Fifth Day. — Geysir to Hnmi, SkdlhoUy or Hrepphdlary 
visiting en route the Gvllfossf Should the party have been 

* The Gullkobs.— Can no longer be risited en routes owing to the ferry having 
been removed. 
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SO fortunate as to have witnessed an eruption of the Geysir 
during their first day's sojourn at its site, or it be 
decided not to await one, a start will be made this morning 
in the direction of Hekla, If the party be a large one, 
there are two courses open to them : (1) To keep together, 
and take the tent or tents brought for use at the Geysir on 
to the farm of Nmfrholt or Selaimdf the nearest farms to 
HeJday where a guide will be obtained for the ascent ; or 
(2) separate into parties of about four, each to proceed by 
a slightly different route, agreeing beforehand as to which 
of the three above-named parsonages each division will 
select for night quarters, that the demand for sleeping 
accommodation at either one of them may not exceed what 
is procurable. The two farms near HeJda are not only too 
distant from the Geysir to be reached in a day, visiting 
the GvUfosa en rouis^ but also afford very poor accommoda- 
tion ; therefore it is advisable to sleep the second night at 
*St6ruvdlir or at one of the numerous farms in its vicinity, 
setting out early the next morning for either Ncefrholt or 
SelstmcL 

GuLLPOSS. — There is no regular road to this fall ; conse- 
quently if the guide hired at Reykjavik has not previously 
conducted a party thither, it will be necessary to engage at 
Haukadalr a local guide to show the party through the 
swampy region that lies between that farm and the 
ffvitd. The fall is from three to four hours' ride distant, 
the time taken depending in a great measure on whether 
the summer has been a wet or dry one; and the head 
waters — three arms — of the T'dngufjdt will be forded. The 
GMfcdl was not seen by us, therefore we must ■ crave 
permission to describe it from the pen of one who paid it a 
visit. " I was more than charmed as the full grandeur of 
the tumbling river burst upon us. To compare it with 
its rival the Dettifoas, I should say that it is superior as 
regards the volume of water, but inferior on the score of 
depth. All the great falls of Iceland have a distinct 
peculiarity — they are V-shaped; that is to say, the river 
falls from two opposite sides into a cleft of that form, the 
angular termination of a "gjd'' or lava-rift. In this instance, 
too, as in most others, the angle is marked by an islet of 

* For St&ruvellir read GaltalaJnir. 
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basalt, which thus forms two distinct bodies of water. I 
roughly estimated each arm at about 100 feet in width, the 
deepest of them — about 80 feet — falling into a fissure scarce 
10 feet wide at the bottom, and not more than 50 feet 
wide at the top, shaped somewhat like a funnel. Imme- 
diately above the main fall, the river descends in a series 
of cascades, in all perhaps 40 feet in depth, and some 600 
feet broad. The widest part of the river I judged to be 
not less than 500 yards, narrowing to about 300 as the 
rapids are reached. It is possible to scramble down to the 
level of the stream below the fall, whence a good view can 
be obtained, while behind one the black wall rises 150 
feet sheer. From the basin that receives the fallen 
waters . . . the imprisoned torrent foams and plunges 
with maddened rage twixt towering buttresses of palago- 
nite (?) and basaltic lava that frown upon it and bend over 
it as if longing to prevent its escape, and indeed from one 
point it is impossible to imagine that any but a sub- 
terranean exit can exist, so closely do the black walls 
approach each other. 

"There are many grim, grand beauties in the foss 
itself, but these are far surpassed by the landscape north- 
wards. In the foreground is the wild barren waste which 
forms the basin of the river, backed by the BldfeU (Blue- 
fell), a bulky-looking fellow with steep side and flattish 
top, behind which we know lies the glacier-fed and floe- 
covered HvitdinxUn (White-river-lake), whence issues the 
river, a matured and muddy flood. Beyond, on the one 
hand, the snow-fields of the Ldng JohuM tower in pristine 
whiteness, relieved by the sharp peaks of the Jdrlhettur 
(EarFs-hoods), rising from their base ; while to the right or 
eastwards we can see the Kerlingajjoll (Carline-mountains), 
marking a scatter of hot springs, and overtopping them are 
the spurs of . . . the icy giant that guards two of the 
mid-island paths." 

After seeing the fall, the whole party will still keep 

together and ride southward close to the river as far as 

^ Brce^rat'dnga (Brother's tongue) farm ; and the local guide 

liad better be retained until this place is reached. Here a 

halt should be made for coffee ; and if the party is large, 

* For Brcedratunga read Sorfculadir. 
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and it has been decided not to bring the tents from the 
Gey sir ^ the divisions will each take a slightly different 
route. Of course, if but two people are travelling together, 
they may select which route they please. If there are 
three divisions, two should cross the river here, and one 
ride southward east of the river nearly to its junction with 
the aS'. Laocdy and then branch off for Hrepph6lar, while the 
other will strike eastward to Hruni. The third division 
will ride southward (route not shown on map) on the west 
side of the Hvitd to SkdlhoU — once the site of a cathedral 
and the residence of a bishop. The two parties proceeding 
southward will have the advantage with respect to scenery, 
for there is many a charming piece in this wild river 
valley. At Hdlmi (Holm) a tall pillar of rock stands in 
the midst of the roaring torrent, which here bounds 
between the walls of a black ravine. A little to the south 
of the holm is the spot where a natural stone bridge 
spanned the river in olden times, which, according to some 
stories, was destroyed by the orders of the wife of a certain 
bishop of SkdlhoU^ that beggars might be kept from her 
doors. From Brce'Srattinga to Hruni or Sdlholt will take 
between two and three hours : to Hrepph6lar about four. 
The Minni Laocd will have to be forded by both the Hruni 
and Hrepphdla/r party. Obliging people and fair accom- 
modation at all tKree places, but rather dear at Hruni. * 
Salmon fishing to be had in both the Lesser and Greater 
Laocd.] 

Sixth Day. — To Stdruvelliry or a farm near. An easy 
one for all three divisions, therefore a late start may be 
made. The SkdlhoU party will cross the Hvitd by ferry, 
and the Hrepphdlar party will ferry or ford the Stcerra 
Laxd, shortly after setting out, and the Hruni party like- 
wise, but higher up the river. A ride of about an hour in 
the first instance, about half in the second, and an hour- 
and-a-half in the third, will bring the three parties to the 
ferry over the fjorsd (Bull-river). A visit should be paid 
to a little islet in the river, where one of the ancient local 
pings, the Arne8]nng, held its meetings. There are two 
farms near by, at one of which a man and boat will be 
obtainable. An easy hour-and-a-half s ri de from the river 

* Hruni now perhaps the cheapest of the three, 
t Fishing now useless (see footnote page 19). 
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will bring the party to Stdruvdlir. ♦The ladies of the now 
reunited party should seek quarters here, and the males at 
the farms in the vicinity. 

Seventh Day — Ascent of Hekla. — An early start 
must be made. A guide for the ascent will be hired either 
at Ncefrholt or Selswad'^^^ farm first named is the nearest 
to UeJda, and is the one generally selected. X The hire of a 
guide is usually 6 kroner. On the way a small river, the 
Vestri Bdngd (West Wrong- river), will be forded. From 
Ncefrholt the journey to and ascent of the mountain takes 
about four-and-a-half hours, and the descent and return 
journey somewhat less : the ponies can be ridden for some 
distance. 

The apex of HeJda, 5108 feet, is the north-east lip of 
the northernmost of the two craters upon its summit. This 
volcano is credited with seventeen eruptions, but it is 
doubtful if so many have taken place, eruptions in any part 
of Iceland usually being placed to Hekla} s credit. Eruptions 
of lava occasionally take place in the vicinity, while the 
mountain itself is quiescent ; and the author believes the 
lava wells forth from fissures torn in the rocky strata 
roofing in a subterranean channel connecting the volcanic 
vent of HeJda with the vast central vent beneath Askja, 
The last eruption of lava took place in 1878 some miles 
north-east of Hekla; others are recorded in 1554 and 1754. 

The first eruption of HekHa, after the settlement of 
Iceland, was brought about (according to a mythical legend) 
by a man named SsemunSr, who threw a casket into a 
crater at the summit and "awoke the sleeping lion." The 
following were the most violent of the eruptions : — 

a.d. 1294. — "Fifth eruption from Hekla. Violent 
earthquakes ; huge chasms opened in the earth ; wells and 
fountains became white as milk for three days ; JRdngd 
(Wrong-river) changed its course ; rivers were covered with 
pumice. Some new hot springs came into existence, others 
vanished." 

A.D. 1300.— "Sixth eruption, July 13th. One of the 
most violent on record. The ashes were borne by a S.W. 
wind over the north country and covered a large portion of it. 
Great earthquakes. Famine and great loss of life followed." 

* For St&ruvellir read Galtalakur. 
t QuiDB.— Hire your Guide at Galtalakur. 

X Farm nbarbst Hekla.— Galtalakur is now perhap^pgggtf^^^*'*'"^®^*'!*®** 
of the above-named fanns. 
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A.D. 1436. — "Ninth eruption. Eighteen homesteads 
destroyed.'' 

A.D. 1510.— "Tenth eruption, July 25th. Great fall of 
ashes ; huge blocks of lava were cast at a long distance out 
of the mountain; many people were killed by these falling." 

A.D. 1597. — "Twelfth eruption. Excessively violent; 
began January 3rd; the loud reports were heard for twelve 
successive days even in the northernmost parts of the 
country ; eighteen columns of fire were seen rising from the 
mountain . . . the ashes covered about one-half of 
the country, from BorgarJjor'tSr (Burg-fjord) in the west to 
the district called L6n (Wash) in the east, and north as 
far as BdrlSardcdr (Bard's-dale). The same spring there 
occurred earthquakes about Olves, through which many 
farmsteads fell in. . . ." 

A.D. 1845. — "The seventeenth and last. Commenced 
on the 2nd September and continued for seven months. 
The ashes were carried over to Shetland, and the column 
of smoke rising out of the mountain reached a height of 
14,000 feet (Danish). The lava which this eruption pro- 
duced contained a mass of 14,400 millions of cubic feet 
(Danish)." It is asserted that during this eruption the 
mountain lost 500 feet in height, so much of the summit 
having been blown away by the explosions. Burton laughs 
at the writers, saying : " They forget or ignore the fact 
that the new crater opened laterally, and low down." The 
forgetf ulness is on the part of Burton himself, who ignores 
the fact that ashes, scoriae, and rock were ejected from the 
craters at the summit, whose remains are now to be seen, 
and that the crater low down was the one whence issued 
the lava. 

In making the ascent, a little over an hour's climb after 
leaving the ponies (the spot where these will be left will 
probably depend a great deal on the guide — Burton says ; 
" We rode up half-way. . . . At an impassable divide 
we left our poor nags to pass the dreary time without water 
or forage") will bring the party to the 1845 lava- crater. 
Owing to the action of "frost and fire" it is in a very 
ruinous condition, but the lava- flood which here found exit 
well marks its site. Burton says : " The only remnant is 
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the upper lip prolonged to the right ; the dimensions may 
have been 120 by 150 yards, and the cleft shows a project- 
ing ice-ledge ready to fall. ... A little beyond this 
bowl the ground smokes, discharging snow-steam made 
visible by the cold air." A quarter-of-an-hour's climb 
distant is another crater, known as the " Southern Crater. "^ 
"It is a regular formation about 100 yards at the bottom 
each way, with the right (east) side red and cindery, and 
the left yellow and sulphury ; mosses and a few flowerets, 
grow on tjie lips ; in the sole rise jets of steam, and a rock- 
rib bisects it diagonally from north-east to south-west." 
(Burton). 

From this to the northern or "Red Crater," the walk 
is not difficult along a snow-covered ridge, with here and 
there hot patches of earth showing through. The north- 
east lip of this crater, as mentioned before, is the highest 
point of the mountain. Burton, who speaks very dis- 
paragingly of Hekla and terms it "a common-place heap " 
and " a mere pigmy " (a pigmy of 5108 feet !), thus describes 
the view from its summit : " Inland, beyond a steep snow- 
bed unpleasantly crevassed, lay a grim photograph all black 
and white — Lang Jokull looking down upon us with a grand 
and freezing stare ; the Hrafntinnu valley marked by a 
dwarf cone, and beyond where streams head, the gloomy 
regions stretching to the Sprengisandr, dreary wastes of 
utter sterility, howling deserts of dark ashes, wholly lack- 
ing water and vegetable life, and wanting the gleam and 
the glow which light up the Arabian wild. Skaptdr and 
Orcefa were hidden from sight. Seawards, ranging from 
west to south, the view, by contrast, was a picture of 
amenity and civilisation. Beyond castellated Hlj6'6ufell and 
conical Skjaldbrei^ appeared the familiar forms of Esja, and 
the long lava projection of the * Gold Breast ^ country, melt- 
ing into the western main. Nearer stretched the fair low- 
lands, once a broad deep bay, now traversed by the network 
of Oi/usdf Thjdrad, and the MarJcarJljdt ; while the sixfold 
bunch of the Westman Islands, mere stone lumps upon a 
blue ground, seemingly floating far below the raised horizon, 
lay crowned by summer sea. Eastward we distinctly traced 
the Fiskivdtn, Run the eye along the southern shore, and 
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again the scene shifts. Below the red homitos of the 
slope rises tKe classical Three-homed — not lofty, but remark- 
able for its trident top ; TindfjaU (tooth-fell) with its two 
horns, or pyramids of ice, casting blue shadows upon the 
untrodden snow ; and the whole mighty mass known as the 
Eastern Jokull^ Eyjajjall (island-fell), so called from the. 
black button of rock which crowns the long white dorsum ; 
Kddd (Kdtlitgjd)y Merkrjokull, and GdfSalands, all connected 
by ridges, and apparently neither lofty nor impracticable. 
I venture to predict that they will succumb to the first 
well-organised attack." 

After the descent a halt will be made at Ncefrholt or 
Sehund for milk and coffee ; and somewhere about midnight 
the party will arrive back at their previous night's quarters. 

Eighth Day. — Unless pressed for time, a day's rest will 
be welcome to the travellers, and doubly so to the ponies. 

Ninth Day. — Stdruvdlir to Eyrarhakki (Beach-bank). — 
Longish day's journey.* If the guide has not been this 
road before, a local one will be necessary from St6ruvellir 
to the fjdrsd. This river will be ferried in the vicinity of 
Kdlfholt (Calf-holt), distant about eighteen miles from 
Stdruvellir by a route unshown on the maps. Villinyaholt 
parsonage, on the west side of river, will be made a half- 
way house for the usual refreshment— a cup of coffee and a 
draught of milk. From here the path leads south-west to 
the coast, and follows the coast-line to Eyrarhakki. 

Anglers having a few days to spare may profitably 
employ them by making an excursion from here to one of 
the farms on the Alftavatn, there being excellent trout 
fishing, it is said, in the Sog north and south of that lake. 
Eeykjairik can be reached vid Reykvr (smoke) in a longish 
day's ride from the farms on the west shore of the Alftavojln, 
The mountain due north of Eyrarhakki is IngdlfsfjaZl, and, 
although of no great size, is full of interest, for upon it 
Ing61fr, one of the two first settlers, desired to be buried, 
"that he might behold all his vast possessions from its 
summit, at the last day ! " 

Tenth Day. — Eyra/rhakM to Krisuvik. — About eight 
hours' ride.t Shortly after setting out the outlet of the 
Olfusdy a large sheet of water formed by the Hvitd and 

* Ninth Day.— Instead of Stdruvellir to Eyrarhakki substitute Oaltalakur to 
Urrida/oss owing to a bridge having been built across the Vjoraa, 
t Tenth Day.— Substitute Urridafws to KaUtona. Digitized by^^OUy It: 
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five other rivers where they fall into the sea, will have to 
be ferried at Cseyri farm. The path skirts the coast thence 
to the parsonage and church of Strandarkirkja (Church-by- 
the-Strand), where a halt may be made for coffee. Shortly 
after leaving here the bays of the HH^arvatn, a brackish 
sheet of water, formerly an inlet from the sea, will be 
waded through. Four hours' ride thence, through a grim 
volcanic region, intersected with old lava-flows, will bring 
the travellers to Xrisiivik. There is no parsonage here, the 
church being a chapel of ease ; therefore quarters must be 
sought at the farm near by. The accommodation is very 
rude and limited, but there are several other farms — also 
rather poor ones — in the vicinity. 

♦Eleventh Day. — Should the travellers wish to reach 
Reykjavik to-night, early rising will enable them to devote 
four hours to the exploration of the solfatarar here and yet 
get away by midday, and eight hours later will see them 
safely back in the capital. A day, however, can be 
pleasantly passed here by those with a taste for geology. 
The Krisuvik solfatarar have been thus described : 

In a valley, bordered by high mountains, is a green and 
extensive morass, interspersed with a few lakes. In the 
midst of the morass " are cauldrons of boiling mud, some of 
them 15 feet in diameter, numberless jets of steam and 
boiling mud issuing from the ground, in many instances to 
the height of 6 or 8 feet.'' Mr Charles W. Vincent, 
F.C.E., the writer here quoted, further says : " Sir George 
Mackenzie ... in his justly celebrated * Travels in 
Iceland ' gives a vivid word picture of the scene : * It is 
impossible,' he writes, *to convey adequate ideas of the 
wonders of its terrors. The sensation of a person, even of 
firm nerves, standing on a support which feebly sustains 
him, where literally fire and brimstone are in incessant 
action, having before his eyes tremendous proofs of what is 
going on beneath him, enveloped in thick vapours, his ears 
stunned with thundering noises — these can hardly be 
expressed in words, and can only be conceived by those 
who have experienced them.' 

"The actual extent of the sulphur beds it is quite 
impossible to calculate ; but from Krisuvik to Hengill (the 

* Elbvbnth J)kY.—Kat8tona to BeykjaviJe, making Krisuvik a separate excur- 
sion from Reykjavik, 
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steaming mountain S.W. of ]fingvallavatn) forty-seven have 
been discovered. . . . The deposit of sulphur I person- 
ally saw at Krisuvik must amount to many thousand tons. 

" In the valley itself the springs are not always visible 
at the surface, being so completely covered by the earth 
that it is only by piercing through the crust of indurated 
sulphur earth that their presence is discovered. Some- 
times the explorer is maide unpleasantly aware of the 
insecure nature of his footing by falling through, and thus 
opening up a fresh thermal spring. The late Sir William 
Hooker, when visiting this place, in endeavouring to escape 
a sudden gust of strongly odorous vapour, jumped into a 
mass of semi-liquid hot earth and sulphur, and but for his 
presence of mind, in throwing himself flat upon the ground, 
would have sunk to a considerable depth ; as it was, the 
difficulty of extricating himself was very considerable. 

" Less than a quarter-of-a-mile from the hot springs is 
a \dk.e*Ge8lravatn (?), formed by the filling up of an extinct 
crater. This the inhabitants describe as being fathomless. 
The depth is, at any rate, very considerable. Although so 
close to a spot where the ground is, even at the surface, 
scorching to the feet, the water in this lake is ice-cold " 
(Vincent). 

The foregoing will show what an interesting locality 
the Kriauvik region is ; a detailed account of the solfatarar 
here by Mr Vincent will be found in " The Journal of the 
Society of Arts" for January 17th, 1873. Travellers 
here in the month of August, by making a stay of a few 
days, might get a shot at a reindeer, a small herd having 
its habitat on the range of hills extending from Kriauvik to 
yingvallavatn. The herd is frequently seen in the vicinity 
of the Kleifavatn (Cliff-lake), near the place first named. 
Grouse are some years found in great numbers upon the 
hills. 

The distance to Reykjavik is about twenty-five miles. 
The path first descends a hill, and then, after crossing a 
boggy tract, skirts the western side of the Kleifavatn. 
Quitting the lake, tremendously rugged beds of lava will 
be traversed, with small oasis-like grass-patches lymg 
amidst them, in one of which the ponies will be allowed 

* The name of this lake is Kle\farvatn. 
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to graze for half-an-hour or so, and a shift of saddles take 
place. Six hours' ride will bring the party to Hafnarfi&i^^ 
where a cup of coffee or a bottle of light Danish ale may 
be obtained at the inn. If the party wish to visit JBessaS" 
ta^ivy they should stay at Ha/nar^or'Sr for the night, and 
visit the house built by Sn6rri Sturluson en route to 
Eeykjapik on the morrow. From Hafnarffor'Sr a three 
hours' ride, the first part of the way through another grim 
lava-covered tract, and subsequently, after rounding the 
heads of the inlets, over an excellent road, will bring the 
party back to the capital after, as will be admitted by all, 
a highly interesting twelve days' excursion. 

In conclusion, the author would observe here that if a 
tourist has a couple of days to spare, they cannot be passed 
in a more agreeable manner than by making an excursion 
to Reykjanes, the south-west extremity of Iceland. Accom- 
modation will be obtainable at Sta^ parsonage, five hours' 
ride from KHsuviL From here, the next morning, a short 
ride will bring him to a tremendous fissure, the Hauks- 
voT^ugjdy at the southern extremity of which are several 
hot springs. North of this fissure is another of less extent. 
The whole of this region has been subjected to great 
volcanic disturbance; and the vast lava-floods that have 
here issued at various times cover an area of over 500 
square miles ! In all probability the volcanic outlets here 
mark the course of a subterranean channel running in a 
south-westerly direction from the centre of the island, 
connected with the great central volcanic vent there. Mr 
Vincent, in his excellent paper above alluded to, says : 
" The living sulphur mines of the Krisuvik region are all 
ranged on lines evidently corresponding to the great 
volcanic diagonal line stretching from Cape ReyJ^cmea to 
the Lake of MifvoMir This channel extends beneath the 
sea for a considerable distance, eruptions having taken 
place forty-five miles to the south-west of the coast. About 
twelve miles from Reyk^anes in that direction are a group 
of islets, the Eldeyjar (Fire-isles), which are craters that 
frequently erupt. It was mentioned in the geological 
description of the island that the existence of. a channel 
running in this direction, connected with a central vent, 

D 
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was proved in a marked manner in 1783, when the eighth 
recorded eruption oS Bej/kjanes took place' at the same time 
that the vaist lava-floods burst forth in the vicinity of the 
Skaptdr JokuU. 

The first recorded eruption in the ReyJganea district 
occurred in a.d. 1211. It was accompanied by terrible 
earthquakes, and eighteen people lost their lives. A list of 
the recorded eruptions will be found in the right-hand 
upper comer of the map. 

Should the weather be calm, a boat and men should be 
hired at Sta^, and an excursion made to the Fire-isles. 
On the journey from Stc^ to Hef/kjtwiky €he northernmost 
fissure may be visited, the path passing close to. It is a 
longish day^s ride from Stat^ to the capital, but may be 
done by making an early start. 



ROUTE IL 

A MONTH'S EXCURSION FROM REYKJAVIK, 
RETURNING TO THE CAPITAL. 

An Extension of Route I. through the "NjIl Country" 

TO THE MtRDALS JOKULL, IN WHICH IS SITUATED THE 

KdTLUGji Volcano, and to pditSHdRK, one op the 
Most Enchanting Pieces op Scenery in Iceland; 
thence to the Vast Lava-floods in the Vicinity 

OP THE SkAPTIr JoKULL, TO THE GrAND GlACIAL 

Scenery op the Vatna JCkull, and to the Monarch 
OP THE Icelandic Mountains, the Oilefa JOkull; 
Returning vii the South Coast and KRisuviK. 

The first seven days will be occupied as described in 
the preceding route, in visiting yingveUir, Gey^r^ GuUfoas^ 
and HeUa; and the evening of the seventh day j(if the stay 
lit the Geysir is not prolonged to witness an eruption) will 
find the tourists back at St6ruveUir after the ascent of 
HMa.* • • ' 

* For St6ruvdlir read OoUtalakur. 
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Eighth Day. — Stdruvellir to Brei^Sahdlsta^ir* An easy 
day's ride, fording both the Veatri (W.) and Eyatri (E.) 
Rdngd, but the pony track is said to be riot very good.* 
On the way will be seen on the left hand the three peaks 
of the yrihymingr (Three-horned), in the vicinity of ifv^hich 
the noble but unfortunate Gunnar and his two ^brothers, 
Kolskegg and Hjort, encountered and defeated a band of 
thirty armed assailants, fourteen of whom bit the dust — 
as also did Hjort, to Gunnar 's great grief" To the south- 
east, across the Markarjijdt^ will be seen a hill standing on 
an island in the river; it is the Stdra Dimon, amongst 
whose crags NjaPs sons concealed themselvies when they fell 
upon Prain and slew him. 

BreitSahdhto^ir parsonage lies right in the heart of the 
"Njal Country," and it was the home of several of thti island's 
most famous men in the tenth and eleventh centuries. It 
stands a short distance north of the yverd, a large river 
connecting the Mdrkarfljdt — which drains the Torfa^ Merkr^ 
and Gd^cdands JoMar- — with the yjdrsd. The Markarfljjdt 
finds its way to the sea by several channels, thus creating 
a group of largish islands, the UUandeyjdr^ the chief of 
which are bounded on the south by the sea. The eastern- 
most ch^innel retains the name of the parent river, but the 
centralmost is called Alar (Reins), and the westernmost 
AffalL These islands and the vicinity, besides being the 
scene of many of the events recorded in the Njal Saga, are 
rich in historical interest, for it was here some of the most 
famous chiefs and others dwelt in the early days of the 
Norse settlement. 

The people at Brei^abdlsta^ir are very obliging. If 
one's guide has not accompanied a party through the '*Njal 
Country " before, it will be necessary to take a man from 
here on the morrow. 

Ninth Day. — To IIH(Sa?'e7idi, "where the peerless 
Gunnar dwelt, and fighting, fell ; " and thence push on to 
Bcurkarsta^r or Mjotsdcdr, two farms south of the 
Tind/jalla Jokull, to pass the night. The quarters are 
rather tough, but with the "Garnet Wolseley," ot a box 
bed, the travellers will pass the niglit pretty comfortably. 
imtkirendi is about two hours' ride from Brei^ahdlstxb^r; 

* For Stdruvellir read GaltalcUeur. 
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and the same distance from the farms >vhere it is recom- 
mended to seek night quarters. Several streams will have 
to be forded en route, 

Gunnar's home stood upon the southern slope of a range 
of low green hills, a short distance north of the ]fverd. It 
is said that the foundation walls of the old hall are still 
traceable ; but the farm buildings now standing on the site 
are mere hovels — for the farm is now a very poor one, but 
a miserable remnant of the fertile level grass land, which 
made the spot so dear in Gunnar's eyes, now remaining. la 
his day Hli^rendi was surrounded with rich pastures, and 
corn-fields were not unknown where we now find a wilder- 
ness " howling in desolation," while the fells were clad with 
forest. The whole face of the country in the eight-and-a- 
half centuries that have elapsed since his time has com- 
pletely changed. Volcanic eruption after eruption has 
converted the rich grass meads into cindery wastes, while 
flood after flood of water from the glaciers has eaten away 
mile after mile of the plain, and torn it asunder to seek 
the sea by many outlets. Waller thus beautifully expresses 
the impression made upon his mind by a visit to " these 
haunts of old romance " : " This wilderness was of all 
places in the world the most touching to me. It really 
seemed as if the beauty of the spot had cared to exist no 
longer since the hero was dead, and had let the elements 
work their destruction upon the scene, to obliterate it 
utterly, and to leave, like its master, but a memory 
behind." He further says : "We then pushed up the hill 
for some little distance, and found a cairn. * It is Gunnar's 
grave,' said my companion, an old Icelander. * Here they 
buried him, and beneath yon boulder of lava-rock they put 
his bright clothes and armour, and no one has dared to 
touch them to this day. But though his body was laid 
here in its grave, his spirit rested not in the stony chamber, 
for on the starlit nights the war-songs he had sung in 
life were heard again upon the hill-side, and magic lights 
were seen to bum within the cairn.' " 

Tenth Day. — Excursion to yorsmork, and thence to 
Asar (? Gods) ; a long and roughish day's work, and an 
early start and local guide indispensable. This day's 
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journey must, and the subsequent ones should, be made 
in the lightest possible marching order; therefore guns, 
ammunition, rods, and all indispensable baggage should be 
aent by a man and ponies, obtained here or at BreitSahdl- 
sta^r, down to Kross (25th day), to await the travellers' 
return. The Markarjijdt will have to be ferried or forded 
shortly after setting out. * This excursion is said to be one 
of the grandest that is to be made in Iceland.f 

'Pdrsmdrk is a remarkably wild portion of the valley of 
the Marka/rfljdt, at a spot where it is narrowed in by the 
Tindjjalla Jokull on the north-west, and the Gd^alands 
and Merkr Joklar on the south-east, and it boasts one of 
"the finest woods in Iceland." Waller says: "Inside of 
this extraordinary valley the contortions and shapes 
assumed by the lava are really wonderful. On one side 
can be imagined a line of gigantic fortresses running on for 
miles, and on the other great churches and temples mixed 
up in most curious confusion. Above these come the 
towering crags, topped by precipitous green glaciers, piled 
up and up until they are lost in the clouds ; and from the 
junction of rock and ice, leaping like rainbows out of the 
sky, shoot countless waterfalls, making a series of exquisite 
arches as they fall into the valley below. At the extreme 
end of this place . . . between the gigantic rocks come 
sweeping down to the river the loveliest green slopes, some 
hundreds of them covered with birch -bushes and under- 
wood." 

The tourist must not fail to ask his guide to show him, 
on his way to yarsnwrk, " the largest tree in Iceland " — a 
solitary mountain-ash, at least 30 feet high, standing on 
the edge of a tremendous chasm, completely sheltered from 
the weather by huge lava-cliffs. 

From ydrttmork the route will lie over the Mcelifellsaandr 
(Measure-fell-sand), north of the Merkr Jokull, and thence 
by a track known as the south Fjallahaksvegr, passing 
through wild scenery to Asar parsonage. The time taken 
to accomplish this day's journey will in a great measure 
depend upon the state of the tributary streams draining the 
glaciers. The traveller will probably be in the saddle at 
least ten hours. 

* RivsR Mark ARFUOT.— Omit "ferried." 

t Trnth Day Excursion.— Perhaps the better plan is tOj^a.^|)j ^*\J^t^(J5^I^tr 
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. Eleyei^th Day, — At A^r, The ponien will need a 
day's rest after the fatigues of yesterday's journey, and the 
travellers, doubtless, will also find one welcome. Asar ia 
situated on the western border of the vast floods of lava 
that burst forth in the vicinity of the Skajjtdr Jokull in 
1783, and is a capital base for their exploration ; it is also 
the best place from which to make an assault upon the 
KoU'iigjd crater amidst the glaciers of the MijrdMs Jokiill. 

Twelfth Day. — KoUugja (A'oY^/e, genitive of Katla = 
Kettle ; gjd = rift). An attempt should be made to visit 
this volcano, about which little is known save its dread 
doings. In Zurcher and Margolle's work on volcanoes we 
find : " The crater of Kotlugjd is an immense fissure which 
crosses the mountain, split in two during an eruption." This 
huge volcanic outlet is situated in the eastern part of the. 
Jokull, and is credited with thirteen eruptions — the last iix 
in 1860. The- first was in a.d. 894, when a vast extent of 
country was laid waste. The ninth, in 1660, was of an 
extraordinary nature. Such was the quantity of sand, 
stones, and dSbris borne down by the flood from the melting, 
glaciers on the heated mountain "that a. dry beach was 
formed where formerly people fished in a depth of 20 
fathoms ; the coast was extended 1000 fathoms out into the. 
sea; and five or six farmsteads were destroyed." The tenth, 
eruption, in 1 721, was a very violent one : "It began on. 
nth May^with excessive floods and glacier-slips; the ice- 
blocks grounded in a depth of from 70 to 80 fathoms three 
(Danish = 13 J English) miles out at sea. A grass-grown 
neck of land was swept away, and in its stead was left a. 
polished slab of rock 6750 square fathoms in extent. The 
ashes were borne westward, and fell so thick the first day. 
that at homesteads 25 (Danish = 110 English) geographical, 
miles distant from the crater the light was obscured to 
such an extent as to make reading of print impossible'*, 
(Thioroddsen). In 1755 the eleventh recorded eruption 
occurred. Fifty homesteads were destroyed, and the sur- 
rounding country was covered with a layer of ashes from, 
6 inches to 2 feet in depth. In 1860 there i^j no mention, 
of any farms having b€«n destroyed, although the eruption 
was followed by earthquakes. ' 
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After the assault on the Kotlugjd the exploring party 
will return to Aaa/r^ and the 

Thirteenth Day had better be allowed as a day of 
rest— one will probably be needed by both men and ponies 
iafter the fatigues of an ascent of the Myrdah JokulL 

Fourteenth Day. — May be pleasantly and instructively 
employed exploring northward the westernmost of the 
vast lava-floods which burst forth in the vicinity in 1783. 
These eruptions were of a magnitude "unparalleled on the 
earth in historic times." Great eruptions of lava about the 
Varmdrdalr, the valley of a river tributary to the Ska/ptd^ 
began in June ; and later on others burst forth about the 
sources of the Hverfiafljdt (Wharf-fl^et), a river lying farther 
east. The lava that issued formed two enormous torrents 
of molten rock, which, according to Zurcher, "spread to a; 
distance of from forty to fifty miles, with a breadth of seven 
to fourteen. The depth of the lava was in places 150 yards, 
and it was calculated by Professor Bischoff that the mass 
of igneous rock which issued during these eruptions exceeded 
in bulk the cubic contents of Mont Blanc." During the 
Eruptions " a whirlwind of ashes " swept over the face of 
the country, and the rivers were charged with fetid waters; 
the first causing a famine, by destroying the pastures, and 
the latter a pestilence; and "these proved fatal to 9000 
human beings, 21,000 cattle, 233,000 sheep, and 36,000 
horses " (Thoroddsen). 

The river valleys filled in with these lava-floods now 
present a terribly grand sight, with a background of ice- 
clad mountains covering an area of over 3000 square miles; 
in places the lava is known to be 500 feet thick ; and whera 
the fl^uid rock leaped over precipices, it presents, the appear- 
ance of petrified glaciers or cataracts. 

Fifteenth Day. — Asar to KdlfafelL At BtUand 
(Home-land) church the Eldvotn (Fire-waters) will ba 
forded, and shortly after, a large sheet of water, nestling 
among some hills, will be skirted, and the lava-filled vaUey 
of an arm of the Ska/ptd entered. A halt will probably be 
made at Kirkjfibcer (Kirby) for a cup of coffee, about half 
the distance to Kdlfctjfell being accomplished. After leaving 
here the track .will lie through a, thickly, peopled and 
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tolerably fertile stretch of country till the vast lava-bed in 
the lower part of the valley of the Hverfiafljdt is reached. 
The path winds through this for about eight miles, 
and then again enters a peopled district, watered by 
several rivers, which will have to be forded ere Kdlfafell 
is reached. 

Sixteenth Day. — KdlfafeU to the "Forest" nestling 
amid the glaciers of the Vatna JokuU, A most interesting 
excursion; but a local guide is indispensable. A halt 
should be made at N'dpsto^ (Peak-stead) for a cup of 
coffee. It was from this farm that Mr Watts started upon 
his perilous Journey across the VcUna JokuU in 1875. The 
path to the "Forest" passes close under the Ldmagnupr 
(Loon-peak), a towering wall 2400 feet high. North of the 
** Forest," amidst the glaciers, are some lakes, GHmsvotrij 
which it is believed are craters ; and an attempt should be 
made to visit them. It is recorded that eruptions took 
place from them in a.d. 1598, 1685, and 1716. An excur- 
sion should also be made to the Sdjalandafoasy a fme fall on 
the HverJUfljdtf 

Seventeenth Day. — Kdlfafell to Svinafell (Swine-fell) 
or Samdfell, respectively a farm and parsonage lying at the 
base of the Orcefa Jokull, an ice-clad volcano that is said 
to be the monarch of the Icelandic mountains. An easy 
day's ride over the Sk&i^ardrsandr (Swift-river-sand), a 
vast extent of sand and gravel, the detritus of the glaciers. 
Several glacier-fed streams to ford at the commencement 
and towards the close of the day's journey. The accom- 
modation at Svinafell is said to be fair ; it is the nearest 
farm to the JokuU, 

Eighteenth and Nineteenth Days. — An assault should 
be made upon the Orafa Jokull (6455 feet), which, it is 
believed, is a virgin peakj* The second will be a day of 
rest before setting out on the return journey. If wished, 
from this point the travellers, instead of returning to 
Beylgavik, can proceed on to BefniJjot6r^ Eakijjiyr^, or 
JSei/Sisfjor^f three trading posts on the east coast, called at 
by the steamers. 

Twentieth Day. — Return to Kdlfafell. 

Twenty-first Day. — Kdlfafell to Asctr. 

* SKUALAND8F088.— DiBregard the sentence referring to this excursion, 
t Virgin Peak.— This is incorrect, the first ascent was made by Mr F. W. W. 
HowKLL in 1891, from the parsonage of Sandjell. Digitized by VjOOy It^ 
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TwBNTY-SBCOND Day. — AsaT to Yih (Wick). Nearly 
the whole of this day's journey will lie across the Myrdals- 
sa/ndvy an extensive tract of detritus brotight down from 
the Jokull after which the waste is named. A number of 
glacierfed streams will have to be forded. Just before 
reaching Udf'6ahrekka church, the four forks of the 
MiMakvifil (Mickle-forks) will be forded. These insulate a 
triangular-shaped island with its base seaward. On the 
south side of this island is a headland named Hjorlei/shqf^i 
(Sword-Leifr's-head), which is said to be the second place 
where the two first settlers landed, the first being further 
to the eastward and named Ingolfshqfdi. A detour may 
be made to visit the spot. Immediately after leaving 
Hof^Sabrekkay where a halt should be made for coffee, the 
Kerlingardalad will be forded. It ^was in this dale that 
Hedinn the sorcerer resided, who, according to the Njal 
Saga, by his invocations brought about a volcanic eruption 
as Thangbrand, the apostle of Christianity, rode over the 
Amar8takh<heiti, a heath on the west side of the river. 
A half-hour^s ride hence will bring the travellers to 
Vik, a farm where exceptionally good quarters are 
procurable. 

Twenty-third Day. — Vik to Holt* A glorious but 
rather long day's ride along the coast, with glacier scenery 
inland. A halt should be made at DyrhMar to visit the 
Loptsalahdlir (Air-hall-cave), a grotto in which the local 
ping formerly held its meetings. Off the headland to the 
south is an enormous natural stone arch, Dyrhdlarey, through 
which it is said a ship might sail. A day may be pleasantly 
spent here, if the travellers are so minded, making a boat- 
ing excursion to Dyrhdlarey^ <kc. Quarters obtainable at 
DyrhMar parsonage. Two hours' ride westward we come 
to the FulUcekr (Foul-brook), a Jokulsd which bears the 
name of being the worst river in all Iceland to cross — it 
being liable in summer to frequent and sudden floods from 
the glaciers. After fording this, an hour's ride over the 
Skdgasandr will bring the traveller in sight of a fine water- 
fall, the Skdgar/oss (Grove-fall), and three hours later he 
will arrive at Holt, The time taken to accomplish this 
day's journey will depend greatly on the state of the rivers; 

* Twknty-third Day.— For Holt stibstitute Thorvaldtieyri. 
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but every effort sjiould be made to reach i^<p^< for the night, 
as the next day will be an easy one. Good accommodation^ 
it is said, at Holt. *, 

Twenty-fourth Day. — Holt to Seljaland (1 Shieling- 
land). Less than three hours', ride. Before setting out 
examine the remarkable grottoes in the Yicinity—r-HriitshelHr 
(Hriitr's-cave) is the most famous. Turn your ponies out 
to pasture directly you arrive at Seljalandy and set out on 
foot to visit the Seljadcdsfoas (Shieling-dale-fall), " a magni- 
ficent cascade, at least 400 feet high " (Waller), t 

TvvEijrTY-FiPTH. I> AT. -^Selj aland to Kross. The distance 
is not great, but two wide rivers, the Markarfljdt and 
Alar^ will have to be ferried or forded. J The pastor at 
Kro88 entertained Waller exceedingly well. Here the 
heavy baggage sent down, from Brei^abdlsta'iSir rwiW be 
recovered. . 

Twenty-sixth Day. — .AVo^s to Berg^pdrshvoll^ and thence 
to Oddi (Triangle). A swampy ride to the Affall, which 
will be forded. Close by, on its eastern bank, is the far- 
famed Berg]>6r8hvolly the home some nine centuries since of 
the peaceful Njal and his doughty sons, and the scene of 
the "buil-ning " in which they perished. A very .poor farm- 
stead now stands upon the site of the good old law-giver's 
commodious home-^a knoll of a longish shape which 
terminates about a bowshot from the Affall. On the 
opposite side of the knoll to the river is Kdratjom (Kari's- 
tam), the little p>ool wherein Kari extinguished his flaming 
garments when he made his escape from the burning house. 
Not a vestige of , the old buildings, it is said, remain ; but a 
few years since, during an alteration to one of the buildings 
here, many ashes, charred turfs, and stones were brought 
to Hght, also a few small articles ; but the latter were 
eagerly bought up. Notwithstanding that so little is to be 
seen now at the spot where so much was done in the days 
"lang syne," one who has read the Saga must feel a strange 
delight at standing, on the very spot so long the home of 
the hero of the story,; and it cannot require a very vivid 
imagination to picture in one^s mind the scene enacted here 
on the day that he preferred to die in his burning home, so 
valiantly del^ended; unto the death by his sons and retainers, 

* Holt.— For Holt substitue Thorvaldaeyri. 

t Sbljadalsfoss (400 feet high).— This estimate is, as a^ankee might say, 
" rather tall." Digitized by CjOOQIC 

X Rivers Markarfl-tot and Alar.— Omit " ferried." ^ 
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tuther than live on in the autumn of his life unable tq^ 
avenge their deaths. 

But though the heroes are dust, and the good swords are rust, 
Still the umd rings with the deeds that were done. 

It is not possible to pass the night in the hovels at 
Berg]>6r8hvoll ; therefore a man should be taken to show 
the way over the island to Oddi parsonage, on the north, 
bank of the ]fverd. It will take about three hours to ride- 
across the island to the river, which will be ferried opposite 
Oddi. A short ride from the river will bring the travellers 
to the door of the parsonage. Obliging people and good 
accommodation. 

Twenty-seventh Day. — Oddi to Eyrarhakki, * Two* 
hours' ride will bring the travellers to the ferry over the- 
Vj(yr8d^ after crossing which they will strike the bridle- 
path running south-west to the coast. From this point all 
particulars relative to the remaining three days' journey to» 
Reykjavik will be found in Route I. 



ROUTE ITT. 

A SUMMER'S TOUR IN ICELAND. 

The most comprehensive Tour practicable with Pleasurk 
IN the course of an Icelandic Summer, starting 
from Reykjavik and quitting the Island at Aku^. 
reyri in the North, or SeySisfjorSr in the East. 
For List op Places Visited on this Tour see Out- 
line op Route 3. 

The first seven days will be occupied as described in 
Route I., in visiting yingvellir, Gey sir, Gullfoss, and HeJda ; 
and the evening of the seventh day (if the stay at the- 
Gey sir is not prolonged to witness an eruption) will find! 
the tourists back at Stdruvellir after the ascent of Hekla,. t : 
:|:£Iiqhth Day. — Stdruvellir to Skdlholt An easy day 
after the fatigue of the preceding one. ■ I celan d was formerly 

* TwKiiTY-sxvEiiTH Day. — Substitute Oddi to Hraunokkdi. ptissiiifr over new ruad and bridveN. 
travelling ou uext diiy to Reykjavik. 
t For Btoruvbllir auljstltute Galtalakur. 
J Weminirat thefoUowlnir modiflcatioiiin itinerary : Biuhth Dat.— Gai.talakur to Ukkidakoc 
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divided into two bishoprics, Skdlholt and Holar^ but there 
is now bat one, and the cathedral and residence of the 
bishop are at Reylgavik. Skdlholt was the older — it was 
established in a.d. 1057 ; H6lar, fifty years later. The two 
<5athedrals of Catholic days were destroyed by fire — th^ one 
ikt Skdlholt being replaced by a very humble wooden 
building, while a more pretentious stone one was erected at 
Hdlar, 

Ninth Day. — Skdlholt to UtMifS, About three hours' 
ride due north over the tract between the Bruard and 
T'dngufljdt rivers. This, like yesterday, is an easy day, 
and will admit of the ponies being in good condition for a 
long journey on the morrow. 

Tenth Day. — Uthli^ to Reykholt. A long day's ride 
through magnificent scenery. An early start advisable. 
About two hours after leaving UtMi'S, the party will pass 
through the Ilellisitkar^ (Cave-pass) to the lava-beds 
surrounding SkjcUdbrei^ and Hloi^ufelL The scenery here 
is remarkably wild. The snow-crowned SJgaldhrei^ and 
WMufdl are the portals of a landscape the like of which is 
seldom seen. In the foreground, chaotic lava-beds frac- 
tured and upheaved in most fantastic forms ; beyond, the 
•extensive icy wastes of the GeiUands and Slgaldfyi^ei^r 
Joklar ; and further off still, the Ok (Yoke) stands out 
boldly by itself, a mighty ice-clad rocky buttress. After 
traversing the lava -beds, the path winds close i-ound 
Skjaldbrei^ on the north to a number of small lakelets, 
Brunnar (Wells), whose grassy banks are frequently the 
halting-place of travellers, as the Wells lie at the junction 
of three tracks between the north and south parts of the 
island. It will probably take six hours to reach this halt- 
ing-spot, even if the travellers have good pack-ponies, not 
too heavily laden; and two hours' halt should be made 
there, as it will take four houra' rather sharp riding to bring 
the party to the first farm in the Reykholtsdcdr^ and about 
another hour to reach the parsonage. The travellers with 
their " Garnet Wolseleys," or box-bed arrangement, would 
doubtless be able to pass the night, should the ponies be 
.greatly fatigued, at one of the farms in the upper part of 
the valley, but it is believed the houses are somewhat poor 

We Mtiggest the fullowing nindiflcHtion in itinerary : Ninth Day.— ITRKinAKOwi tn Auiturhlio. 
fiTi-ying HviTA at Idu. 

Tknth Day.— Aubtukblid t<i Brunmak, «-aiupinK out »t Brii.n*iar, , A loyNJ/Guklfl Hhuuld !» 
.gaged at Au.tkbhlid. "T^ig^zed by'VjX!!»Ug;i\ 

Klrvkmth Day.— Brum mak tu Rbtkhoi.t. 
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ones. There is probably, however, a large decent room at 
Burfell (Bawer-fell), a farm lying higher up the valley than 
the parsonage, for here the local Fing holds its meetings. 

Eleventh Day. — At Reykholt. This should be a day 
of absolute rest for the ponies ; but the travellers may pas* 
their time very pleasantly examining the numerous hot 
springs in the valley. There is very fair accommodation at 
the parsonage. Here, in the first half of the thirteenth 
century, liv^ Sn6rri Sturluson, the most celebrated Saga- 
writer of Iceland, the author of the prose, or elder, Edda. 
He was one of the traitorous sons of Iceland who conspired 
to hand over the island to King Hakon of Norway, but 
he did not live to reap any reward at its annexation, for 
the project set the whole island in a blaze, and he waa 
slain here in his own dwelling. A mound near the present 
parsonage, it is said, " covers the chamber in which tha 
poet was attacked and murdered." It might, from an 
archaeological point of view, repay the cost and trouble of 
excavation. Close by is " Sn6rri's Bath," a primitive piece 
of masonry circular in form, of about 15 feet in diameter, 
in a sad state of decay, into which water from a hot 
spring near is conveyed by an underground duct. Here 
the traveller will be able to enjoy the luxury of a warm 
bath at any temperature he pleases, by diverting the 
supply and awaiting the cooling of the pool. 

The most interesting of the hot springs in the valley, 
and the only one probably that the traveller fresh from the 
Geysir and Strokkr will care to see, is the Arhver (River- 
hot-spring), which bursts forth from a rocky islet raised but 
a few feet above the icy cold waters of the river. There is 
also a group of hot. springs, the Tunguhverir (Tongue-hot- 
springs), a few miles from the junction of the river flowing 
through the valley with the Hvitd, which are well worth a 
visit ; for the two largest of the geysirs here are known as 
the "Alternating Geysir," as, formerly, when one ceased to 
play, the other commenced to do so. Shepherd says, in his 
pleasant little work, " The North - West Peninsula of 
Iceland " : " It (the * Alternating Geysir ') is situated on a 
mound of red clay, some 60 yards in length, at right 
angles to the river bank. ... At the end of the 
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mound farthest from the river were the two largest springs: 
They were partly on the side of the mound, which at 
that end was not nearly so steep as at the river-sidej nor 
w*as it so high. These two jets appeared to me to have 
been formerly the * Alternating Geysir'; but, if so, they both, 
while we were there, played away together. I perceived no 
•cessation in either of them during the twenty minutes we 
were watching them. The various jets were not at all 
regular in height, but varied from 2 to 5 feet." He thus 
•describes the other springs here: "A more wonderful 
sight I never beheld. . . . The surface of the earth 
near the springs was covered with a thick coating of silex. 
Boiling water was issuing from holes and cracks in every 
•direction. In one place was a single monster, emitting a 
jet several feet in height. In another place was a geysir, 
surrounded by a dozen smaller ones. Others were in little 
<»ives, and some in ledges on the silex-hardened face of the 
mound. All were making a sullen bubbling splash. . . . 
The cracks, holes, and fissures, from which this boiling 
water is emitted, must, I should think, be from eighty to 
■one hundred in number." 

The view up the valley has much of beauty in it : the 
island in the river forms an interesting foreground, with the 
steam ascending from the geysir on it, the valley a middle 
-distance, and beyond, for a background, stand the ice- 
crowned Ok and Geitland^s Johull, 

** Like giants clad in armour blue 
With helmets of a silver hue.* 

If the members of the party are not anglers, and have 
no wish to visit the basaltic caverns at Stapi or Sncp/dls 
JokuU, but desire to reach the north as quickly as possible, 
all the intervening days in this route to the twenty-fifth 
• day may be passed over. The party, should they determine 
to explore the Snoefell peninsula, and make an assault 
upon the Jokull^ will do well to leave all their heavy baggage 
at Reykholt or Stafholty and take with them only what is 
absolutely indispensable for the fortnight's excursion west- 
ward, as to reach the north, their route will lie up the 
Heykholtsdalr, Any pony which shows signs of giving in 
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should be allowed to remain here until the party returns, as 
tiiere will he no need to take all the ponies on if 'some of 
the. baggage is left behind. The excursion is strongly 
recommended, for it would be difficult to find a series of 
coastal landscapes to surpass those that are to be met with 
on the peninsula. Campbell says, in "Frost and Fire " : 
"AH down the SncefeU peninsula, on both sides, are cones 
and craters of many shapes. . . .At the head of the 
regiment of volcanoes is Sncp/ell, with its plains of basalt/' 
imd, the author may add, basaltic caverns. The traveller 
will be unfortunate indeed if during his ten days' excursion 
on the peninsula he is not favoured with a view of the 
Jokully and its connecting chain of mountains, with one of 
those gorgeous midnight sunset skies that: are only to be 
seen in the far north ; and at such a time even Burton 
thought the landscape, when seen from the sea, "a * thing of 
beauty,' even though the incomparable scenery of Magellan's 
Straits, rendering me not a little fastidious, was still fresh 
within my brain " (vol. ii. p. 100). 

Twelfth DAW-^jReykhoU to Stafkdt (Staff-holt). An 
easy day. The Hvitd will have to be ferried. If the 
travellers are anglers, they will probably make a stay of 
several days in the vicinity, as thei*e are two salmon rivei*s 
close by, the Nor'&rd and ]/verd ; and a third, the Grrimad, 
within a few hours' ride. These three rivers are tributary 
to the Hmtd, which is a glacier-fed river (see List of 
Salmon Rivers). 

Thirteenth Day,— Stctf holt to Stc^arhraun (Stead- 
lava). Three rivers will have to be forded or ferried on 
this day's journey* StatSarhraun parsonage is situated on 
the borders of an ancient lava-flood, from which it derives 
its name. There is a more direct route than that shown on 
the map, viz., over the fens between the rivers ; but this is 
not always practicable, even under the guidance of a local 
guide. 

Fourteenth Day. — StaXSarh/rcmn to MiMahoU (Mickle- 
holt). Three rivers will have to be forded ; and after pass- 
ing the second, the KaMd (Cold-river), Eldborg (Fire-burg) 
wUl be seen. According to this £i.nnals, this is the first of 
the Icelaiidic volcanic outlets. t^at,(earupted Subsequently to 
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the settlemient of the island. It is about 200 feet, high, 
stands in the midst of a plain, and is surrounded on all 
sides by lava. Campbell, in " Frost and Fire " (vol. ii. p. 
431), says: "At a guess the crater at Eldborg may be 
about 400 yards wide, and 200 feet deep. No measure- 
ments were taken, but sketches were made. At the 
bottom of this great cup is a boss of hard lava, the crown 
of a solid pillar, which froze in the tube." After examining 
Eldborg, the travellers will descend to the sea-shore, and 
the heads of several shallow bays will be waded through. 
Upon quitting the shore, a very swampy path leads up to 
MiJdaholt parsonage. " Umbra " gives an amusing account 
of the passage of the morass here, too lengthy to quote in 
full. He says : " We could not make straight for it (the 
parsonage), but had to stalk it, as the sportsman on Scottish 
hills stalks the stag. ... A narrow causeway of rough, 
loose stones exists in places, which, detestable as it is, to 
ride on abstractedly is the only chance of safety." 

The people at MiJdaholt have been found by travellers 
very obliging. The river near here is a Laxa, which has 
seldom been fished with a fly. The ponies should be 
allowed a day's rest here. 

Fifteenth Day. — MiMaholt to Bu^ir (Booths). A 
charming day's ride along the shores of the FcLxaJjiyr'&r, with 
the Snofifelh Jokull towering like a gigantic snow-covered 
pyramid to the westward. StatSasta'Sr parsonage should be 
made a half-way house for a cup of coffee. 

B'd'Sir is, or was, a trading post, and Burton says : " Is 
far-famed for chalybeate springs. Huts for invalids have 
been run up at this well-known (?) * Kur-ort.' " 

Sixteenth Day. — Excursion to the Stapi basaltic 
caverns. Return to B'd^ir to sleep, as the accommodation 
there is superior to the fishermen's dwellings at Stapi ; or, 
if it is wished to ride round the base of the Jokull on the 
morrow, push on to Laugarhrekka parsonage for the night. 
The latter course is recommended, as the scenery is said to 
be superb, and the traveller may see — it is to be hoped at a 
safe distance — an avalanche of rocky (Myria come thunder- 
ing down from the mountain near where the track passes 
under Enni (the Brow), a precipice just west of Olafsvik 
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(Olafswick). If an assault on the Jokull is contemplated, 
Laugarhrekka should be made one's headquarters. Burton 
says (vol. ii. p. 97): "The Beruvlk farm (near Laugarhrekka) 
appears to be a good starting place." He also pens the 
following respecting the attempts made to scale the icy 
giant : " The earliest climbers seem to have attempted the 
ascent from the east and south-east, where the snow-line 
extends much lower. Such were Eggert Olafsson (1755); 
Mr, afterwards Sir, John Stanley (1789); and the three 
Britishers who * wrote their mistresses' names in the snow 
— the emblem of their purity.' Sir George Mackenzie 
(1810) remained below, and Drs Bright and Holland went 
stoutly up. . . . They were followed by Henderson 
(1814), by Gaimard (1835), and by Forbes (1859). 

" Of course (why * of coui*se ' ?) none reached the very 
summit. The Frenchman sensibly attempted it from the 
north, and found the slope easy. ... . Remains only 
to try the west, where the snow lies much higher up, and 
where the angle does not exceed 25* ; here also the distance 
to the cusps or peaks is notably shorter. . . . But 
Alpines who love ' climbing for climb ' must remember that 
without ropes and ladders, perhaps kites also, and very 
likely with them, it will be impossible to do more than has 
been done by their predecessors." 

Seventeenth Day. — Lauga/rhrekka to (/lafsvik : or 
Bv^ir to Grundare, if the travellers determine not to ride 
round the western termination of the peninsula. In the 
latter case the peninsula will be crossed by the pass known 
as the Ama/rdodsska/r^ (Eagle-dale-pass) to the head of the 
Grwndarfjiyr^, Grundare farm lies at the head of the 
fjord, between it and a pretty little lake ; the accommoda- 
tion is said to be very good. The route round the head of 
the peninsula to Olafsvik has been alluded to. It is a fair 
day's journey, with good accommodation at the end of it. 
If this route is chiton, the 

Eighteenth Day will be occupied in riding between 
that place and Grrundare. It is a charming ride, skirting 
for many miles the shores of a deep bay. At ffaUbja/ma- 
reyri (Hallbjom's beach) a couple of ancient grave tablets, 
with Runic inscriptions, are to be seen. 

K 

Skvbntkrnth, Eighthbnth and Ninktbrntu Days.— For Grwr^dtire rpad Grund 
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NiNBTEBKTH Day. — Grundare to Helgafdl (Holy-fell). 
Another charming day's ride, with grand scenery, fell and 
fjord alternating. About midway, the traveller will pass 
through the Berserkjahraun (Berserks-lava) by a "well- 
planned smooth road." In the Eyrbyggja Saga is a 
legendary account of the making of this road by two 
Berserks. " Umbra" tells the story at some length, and it 
may be condensed as follows : " Two Berserks, named Halli 
and Leiknir, brothers, were anxious to obtain for one of 
them the hand of A'sdisa, the daughter of a neighbouring 
chief, A'mgrlmr, sumamed Vlga Styr — the * Stirring or 
Restless One.* Whether the elder brother had priority, 
or whether they were to toss up," "Umbra" says: "I do 
not know. The father, afraid of offending two such men 
of prowess, gave his consent, but enacted as a condition that 
they should first make a road through this lava in a week's 
time, which he judged an impossibility." However, the 
work was completed within the allotted period, and the 
day was appointed for the wedding. The arch-villain 
A'mgrlmr was determined, notwithstanding, it should 
never come off, so he invited the Berserks to take a warm 
bath before proceeding to church. Having got them into 
the bath, he secured them therein by barring the door, 
turned on the hot water, and presently one of the brothers 
was a boiled Berserk ! The other, severely scalded, broke 
through the barred door of the bath-room in naturalibus^ 
but only to slip on the raw hide of a newly-slain bull, 
placed there in anticipation of an attempt to escape, and as 
he lay in that recumbent position a spear was ruthlessly 
thrust through his back. 

Two mounds by the wayside will be pointed out by the 
guide as the graves of the Berserks ; and it is said that 
these were opened by a Dr. Backmann, who really found 
in each a skeleton. 

The Holy-fell is situated on a peninsula jutting north- 
ward into the BreitSi/jor^, which is connected with the 
mainland by a narrow isthmus between two miniature 
fjords. In the old heathen days the hill was sacred to the 
god Thor; and no one was allowed even to gaze on the 
holy height without. having firat subjected himself to bodily 
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ablution. The hill itself is curious, being formed of 
irregular columnar basalt; and, from its summit, a fair view 
over the Broadfjord and its countless volcanic isles is 
obtainable. This famous Fell was chosen as a site for one 
of the earliest Christian churclies erected in Iceland. In 
the Eyrbyggja Saga is a lengthy account of the intrigues, 
cruelties, and murders of Sn6rri GoSi, a priest of Thor, who 
officiated here. A mound is pointed out as the tumulus of 
Arnkell, the " good boy " of the story. 

An excursion will probably be made to ydrsnes (Thors- 
ness), a headland about three miles N.E. of Helgafell 
church, to see an ancient Thingstead, where traces of an 
old heathen Doom-ring and the Sacrificial Stone are still to 
be seen. There is some dispute, however, as to the exact 
site. Burton says (vol. ii. p. 104) : "We found a shepherd 
lad (at a cottage hard by) who steered us through the 
swamps to a rise on the west, a site marked by a VarSa of 
rock. The * Stone of Fear ' was a bit of basalt, 6 feet long 
by 6 feet 2 inches broad, and half buried in the^ ground : at 
least such was the article shown to us. South of it lay 
the Doom-ring, a circle of rough rocks, 25 feet in 
diameter. Between the two were buried the criminals 
whose backs had been broken upon the stone. In these 
forensic and sacrificial circles the judge, still called * Deem- 
ster ' in the Isle of Man, faced eastwards, with his back to 
Holy Hill, at which man might not look without ablution." 

Bui*ton adds, in a footnote : " Henderson (ii. 68) places 
the stone in the swamp, not on the hill side ; Forbes (219) 
adds that it was in the centre of the Doom-ring. If so, we 
did not see it : moreover, Mr R. M. Smith heard from Hr 
Thorlacius that we were misled. I cannot help believing 
in the shepherd boy; and there was no mistaking the 
Doom-ring. For the most part, the instruments of death 
stood in the fens where certain classes of criminals were 
drowned."* 

Less than an hour's ride from Helgafell to Stykkishdlmr^ 
the town which should rank fourth in importance in 
Iceland ; it is a port of call for the steamers. There are 
several merchants here ; therefore biscuits and smaU stores 
are procurable. The travellers should endeavour to obtain 

* Drowning of Criminals.— See Oollingfwood'a "Sagasteads of Iceland." 
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quarters at the farm by Helga/ell church for the night, 
\dsit ydrsnes the next morning, and subsequently ride into 
the town, taking a man with them from Helgafell to bring 
back the ponies — having first arranged with the farmer 
(the incumbent resides in Stykkish6lmr) to find them pastur- 
age during the two or three days that the party decide to 
stay in town, and to send in the ponies when required. 
*Herra Clausen, a merchant here, speaks capital English, 
and is ever ready and willing to assist visitors in every 
way : he will furnish information as to a boat excursion to 
the most interesting of the crater-islets in the Brei^iJjor'6r. 
We will allow two days' sojourn in StykkishSlmr, and set 
out therefrom on the 

TwBNTY-THiRD Day for Brei6ab6lsta^ (? Broad-built- 
stead). An easy day's journey, it being unlikely that an 
early start will be made — one seldom is from a town, the 
ponies having to be brought in from a farm. An excursion 
can be made from Brei^abdlsta'Sr into the N.W. peninsula. 
Six hours* ride eastward will bring the party to Hjart^arhoU 
(Herd-holt), and the next day's journey to Bor'Seyri (Board- 
beach), a trading post on the Hrutafjor^r ; from whence 
northward (see Route IV.). On the opposite side of the 
river to Hjai^arholt is Hoskuldsta^y the birth-place of 
Gunnar's wife (see Outline of Njal Saga). 

Twenty-fourth Day. — Brei^abdlsta^r to Hitdrdcdr 
(Hit-river- valley). An easy day's journey southward across 
the peninsula. The lava-bed around Eldborg will be 
traversed just north of the volcano ; and subsequently the 
Kcddd and Ilitd will be forded. Ilitdrdalr parsonage 
stands on the eastern bank of the last-named river. In 
the valley is shown a huge feminine face cai'ved in stone, 
which is "said to represent Hit, the As or guardian 
goddess of the dale : a * Plutonic affection ' exists between 
her and Bdrt5 or SnaefelFs As" (Burton, vol. ii. p. 96). In all 
probability this ** Plutonic affection " extends from Sncefdls 
JokvM considerably farther inland than the Hitdrdcdr, for 
the presence of the two extensive tracts of lava in the 
interior, in a direct line with the peninsula eastward to 
Askja, seem to point to the existence of a volcanic channel 
running due west from that great central "Plutonic" outlet. 

* Agknt for Stiambrs. —We understand Herra Clausen is no longer at 
Styktishdlmr. Heira Richter now acts as agent for the steamers there. 
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Twenty-fifth Day. — Hitdrdalr to Reykholt. An hour's 
ride down the valley will bring the party to Sta^a/rhraun^ 
a.nd thence they will proceed to Reykholt by the same 
route as was travelled going westward. It would not be a 
bad plan, if any of the travellers have rods with them, to 
halt at Stafholt and have two or three days' fishing before 
going on to Reykholt^ that the ponies may recruit. We will 
therefore allow two days. The party can return from here 
to Reykjavik in three days (see Route IV.). 

Twenty-eighth Day. — Reykholt to Kalmanst'dnga 
(Kalman's-tongue). Before quitting the Reykholtsdcdry a 
tent should be borrowed from the pastor or one of the 
farmers, and an additional man and ponies to transport it 
to and from the Arnarvatnshei^i (Eagle-lake-heath), where 
it would be advisable to camp out the second night after 
leaving Reykholt It is seventeen hours' journey with pack- 
ponies from Kalmanstungd to Haukagil^ the first farm on 
the east side of the elevated plateau that has to be crossed, 
and there is no farm on the way. A hut built as a hospice 
stands on the heath near the largest of the lakes, the 
Ama/rvaim.; but a recent and not over-fastidious traveller 
says he found its interior in such a filthy state that it 
"forbade intrusion." If a tent is not procurable, this hut 
might be cleaned out, and the travellers in their "Garnets" 
and box-beds will surely be able to tolerate one night there. 
This is the only occasion when a tent is really needed 
between Reykjavik and Akureyri by this route. A few 
days can be agreeably spent among the Fish-lakes on the 
Amarvatnshei^i. There is no farm nearer than KaZman- 
sttinga, A party of Cambridge men who encamped near 
the lakes one summer caught as many as seventy large 
trout in a day. 

At KalmanstiJmya the accommodation is very poor, and 
prices are said to be extortionate ; but those who complain 
should remember that the coffee, sugar, meal for the bread, 
and every article of food not produced on the farm, has to 
be brought a two to three (=rto four and six, going and 
returning) days* journey from the nearest trading station. 
The farm is situated in the midst of rich grass land, 
surrounded by surpassingly grand Alpine scenery.* 

* Accommodation at Kalrnanatuiiga is now fairly good, but charges high. 
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c 

TwBNTY-NiNTH Day. — Kolmanstimga to the AmarvcUn- 
shei^if visiting Surtshellir (Surtr's-cave) en route. It is a 
cavern in the lava of the HaMmtmda/rhraun (Halbnundr's- 
lava), a short distance from the track. Entrance is obtained 
by means of one of several rifts in the lava forming its roof, 
and lights are necessary for its exploration (a pound of 
caudles therefore should be bought at Reykjavik before 
setting out). The rift generally used as a means of entrance 
expands into a chamber about 20 feet high and 30 wide, 
and the cavern extends a considerable distance. It has 
been explored for about a mile, and it is believed it owes its 
formation to the congelation of the surface of a flood of lava 
which retained its fluidity below and continued to flow in 
a sort of interior canal, from which it found an outlet at a 
lower level. This is very probable, for it is said "the 
large one (cavern) extends along the lava-stream and is at 
the edge of a slight fall in the ground.'^ The following is 
a description of the interior from a French work, "The 
Voyage de la Recherche " : ^ "Its walls are hung with lava- 
stalactites. Toward the middle of the canal, under a kind 
of dome, the visitor is arrested by a dazzling mass — it is 
snow, which has accumulated there after having penetrated 
into this hollow, lighted with a mysterious light by means 
of a little opening which time has made in the roof of the 
vault. At the time of our visit, a ray of sunlight penetrated 
obliquely through this passage, lessening the light of the 
torches with which we were provided, and rendered the 
interior still more gloomy. Quite at the accessible extremity 
of the canal, which falls a little, we penetrated into a 
gallery of fairy-like magnificence, everywhere hung with 
the purest crystal, which the light of our torches reflected 
in a thousand ways. The ceiling was covered with brilliant 
spangles ; and to the right, on the side, we noticed a set of, 
as it were, organ pipes, or very beautiful stalactites and 
stalagmites of ice.'' 

The track after leaving Swrtshellir passes within two 
miles of Eiriks Jokull, a vast ice-crowned detached mass of 
rock that at one time was believed to be the monarch of the 

* Extracted from Ziircher's work, " Volcanoes." 
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Icelandic mountains, and the outlook south, over the group 
of JoMa/r behind, suggests very vividly to the mind the fact 
that one is travelling in Iceland. The party will probably 
select for a camping ground the shore of the Ama/rvatn^ in 
the vicinity of the hut before alluded to. On a peninsula 
jutting out into the lake, Grettir the Strong, the hero of 
the " Grettur Saga,'' lived for some time in a rude stone 
house he built there. There is in summer very fair pastur- 
age for the ponies ; and, as before observed, sportsmen can 
pass the time very satisfactorily here. Swans are at times 
very numerous on the lakes. A Burthen boat sent by 
steamer to Stt/kkishdlmr, and brought up here, would enable 
a party of anglers to make such a catch of trout as is 
seldom heard of in these days. 

Thirtieth Day. — AmarvcUn to HaukagU (Hawk-gill) 
— that is, if a stay is not made for fishing and shooting. 
Send back the tent to the Beykholtsdalr. The greater part 
of the day's journey will lie across the ViSidcUst^nguheiSi 
(Willow-dale-tongue's-heath), an elevated tract of moor- 
land lying 1000 feet or more above sea-level. In the 
autumn, grouse are very numerous here. A longish day's 
ride. At HaukagU farm and GrimstiingvAr (Grimr's-tongue) 
parsonage, there is very fair accommodation ; and fishing, 
with the remotest possible chance of a salmon and the 
certainty of large trout, in the VatnadaUd (Water-dale- 
river). A pleasant day's excursion can be made up the 
ForacdtidalTy a very beautiful valley abounding in falls, 
under the first of which salmon are occasionally caught. A 
walk up this valley for about three miles above this fall 
will be highly interesting to the geologist, for here he will 
see some of the most remarkable basaltic dykes in Iceland. 
Deep narrow rifts exist in the older rocky strata forming 
this part of the island, which have been filled up with 
molten basaltic lava. Where these intersect the valley, 
they jut out in high narrow walls of rock, weathered into 
gigantic pinnacles in many places. 

Thirty-first Day. — HaukagU to Hjaltabakki. The 
first part of the day's journey will be down the thickly- 
peopled VatnsckUr, The best road is on the west side of 
the river ; but anyone geologically minded should ford the 
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river and ride down on the east side, and see the vast slopes 
of debris under the mountains on that side of the valley. 
They should also examine the remarkable cones of upheaval 
on the fvest side of the river, north of the lake, between it 
and Sveinsta^ (Swain-stead). Many ages ago volcanic 
matters attempted to force an outlet here from a deeply 
seated channel, but the superincumbent rocky strata oflFered 
such great resistance that the exertion of force necessary 
to fracture these undoubtedly forced an outlet elsewhere ; 
for, although innumerable cones of upheaval were formed, 
no molten matter issued here beyond cores of lava that 
welled up through outlets in the centre of several of the 
cones. Many of the cones have weathered away, as also 
have the outer and more porous portions of the rocky cores, 
leaving immense blocks which, if it were not that there is 
abundant evidence of their formation in the manner stated 
around, would be taken for ice-borne boulders. Are any of 
the so-called ice-borne boulders (blocs perches) found in 
Scotland and other parts of the British Isles, some of which 
it is asserted by geologists have been brought from Norway, 
masses of rock of similar formation in the days of the decline 
of volcanic activity in the northern part of our own isles 1 
A few pounds of dynamite, and a little excavation, would 
soon show whether this is the case or not. As showing 
how deeply seated the reservoir of the volcanic force was, 
we may mention that Mr Lock states he gathered from the 
slopes of one cone specimens of seventeen varieties of rock, 
presumably fragments of the different strata lying above the 
channel containing the molten matter which were brought 
to the surface by the eruption. The cones vary from 100 
to 10 feet in height, and there is a vast number of them. 
It is said there are three things in Iceland that cannot be 
counted, and the tourist on this tour has now had an 
opportunity to see all three : they are the cones of upheaval 
here, the lakes on the Amarvatnshei^i, and the islets of 
the BreitSi^or^, 

About three centuries since, during a shock of earthquake 
— some say a volcanic eruption on the spot, but if so it is 
not recorded — a vast slice of the mountain, east of Hnoisar 
farm, slid down into the valley and buried a homestead. 
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About one hour's ride after leaving the Vatnsdalry a 
small river will be forded : this is a Laxl which in showery 
summers, when there is an abundance of water, is a very 
good one. The parsonage is rather less than an hour's ride 
from the ford — the pastor speaks English with tolerable 
fluency. Another hour's ride further on is the trading post 
of Blondudsy where there is a primitive inn and two excellent 
stores. Steamers do not call here, as the harbour is a very 
bad one. t The trading post is prettily situated close to the 
mouth of the Blcmda^ a large river which dashes over a bar 
into the fjord ; and the view northward over the Hiinaf- 
Jor'&r is a charming coastal landscape. An excursion can 
be made either from here or Hjaltahakki to the Laocdrvaim, 
and Svinavatn (Swine-lake), wherein trout are said to be 
very plentiful, and whereon ducks innumerable disport. 
Brough accommodation at the farms. The trading post of 
Skdgastrond (Shaw-strand), where the steamers call, is dis- 
tant an easy day's ride from Blonduds, There is a Laxa 
about midway, but it is now a salmon river only in name ; 
a brace of fish might be caught in the lower pools. There 
is also another Laxa at the extreme end of the peninsula, 
an easy day's ride from Skagastrond, A quantity of 
salmon is brought from the farms near it to the merchants, 
but whether they are caught in the fjord or in the river 
we cannot say. 

Thirty-second Day. — Hjaltahakki or Blonduds to 
V'^impri (Willow-muir). The Blanda should be forded + 
about three miles from Bldnduds, not ferried there, as in 
the middle is a dangerous quicksand, upon which the 
ponies will be sure to land, and from which the travellers 
will be fortunate if they induce them to take to the water 
again before one or two are fixed inextricably in the sand. 
After quitting the valley of the Bla/nday the route lies up 
the valley of a tributary, the Sva/rtd (Black-river — abound- 
ing in trout and char), and thence through the Vatnakar^ 
(Water-pass) to the farm, not parsonage, at V^mpri, 
Fair accommodation. From here the baggage ponies should 
be sent on to Akureyriy vid Silfra^ta^ir (Silver-stead — an 
inn) and SteinstdSry the usual post route ; but the travellers 
themse l ves should make a detour northward to visit 116la/r 

* Thr Parsonage.— Now converted into a farm. 

t No Stramer at Bl6ndu6t.—^o longer correct (see schedule of coast sailings at 
end of "Guide.") 
t FORDiNO Rivers.— A bridge now spans the Blanda. Digitized by VjOOy It^ 
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cathedral, whence they will travel on to Ahu/reyri by one 
of the grandest mountain passes in Iceland. 

A delightful and interesting three days' excursion can 
be made from Vi'6im'^ northward: to Reykivy one day; 
thence by boat to Drdngey (Lonely-isle), which was the 
retreat of the hero of the Grettur Saga when outlawed. It 
is said that one Christmas night his fire went out, and 
having no means of relighting it, nor boat in which to row 
to the mainland, he swam from Drdngey to the farm of 
Reykir to obtain a light. The scenery on the- Skaga^or'Sr 
(Shawfjord) is very fine: on the west side of the fjord 
tower the peaks of the Tindastdll^ a remarkably steep 
range, intersected with deep water- worn gorges; while 
opposite, Malmey (Sandstone-isle) juts seaward north of a 
bluff peninsula, with a low-lying isthmus, that also looks 
like an island; and in the midst of the fjord stands 
Drdngey^ an immense deeply-fissured precipitous mass of 
rocks, with an outlier which, from a certain point of view, 
presents the appearance of a ship in full sail heeling over to 
the wind. Very obliging people indeed at Reykir y but the 
travellers will have to sleep in a large room used as a 
carpenter's shop. 

Thirty-third Day. — ViSimpri to Ildlar. Ford the 
Hirc^avotn (District-waters) north-west of V'^im'jriy where 
two channels form an island, Borgarey (Burg-isle), and 
thence the track is down the valley till about three miles 
beyond Hofstc^ir (Temple-stead). From this point a path 
branches off to the Hjaltadalr, and about an hour's ride up 
this somewhat swampy valley will bring the travellers to 
the door of the farm near H6la/r church — once a cathedral. 
A commodious house, and very hospitable farmer. 

The sacred edifice is built of a peculiar red tuff; its 
ground-plan would be a right-angled parallelogram thirty 
paces in length by ten paces in breadth, were it not that 
about 18 feet from the front of the building it becomes of 
less width by 6 feet or so on each side. It has a ridge roof 
of wood : seven good-sized rectangular windows in the north 
wall, and six on the south ; one each side of the doorway in 
front, three above to light a loft under the roof, and a 
small one above these. Inscribed in a stone over the door 
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is the date of rebuilding — a.d. 1762. Within, the height is 
about 14 feet, and the ceiling is flat with a loft above. 
Quite one-third of the interior lies within an altar screen, 
gaudily painted. This is a stout balustrade above panels 
in which are painted allegorical figures — Faith, Hope, 
Charity, Plenty, &c. The altar being covered with a 
very old leather altar-cloth, embossed in gold, with 
tapestry hangings. On the wall at the east end of the 
church, over the altar, is a richly-carved alter-piece in a 
case, whose doors when open form wings to the main 
subject — a Crucifixion, about 5 feet in height, with men on 
horses, women weeping, &c. The two thieves have their 
legs and arms broken in a most unmistakeable manner. 
The wings formed by the doors contain figures of the 
Apostles, Virgin Mary, and others — some with remarkably 
well-carved faces — and on the outsides are painted two 
scriptural pieces, one, Christ appearing to Mary Magdalene ; 
the other, the martyrdom of St. Jude, who is bound to a 
tree and being shot at with arrows by two men in armour. 
Within the altar-screen on the north wall, between the font 
and the altar, hangs a life-size figure of Christ on the Cross, 
carved in wood ; and close by is a large oil painting of the 
Lord's Supper. The floor is largely composed of flat grave 
tablets, beneath which repose a number of bishops; and 
about a dozen of their portraits in oil adorn the walls. 
There is also a needle-work portrait of one, framed and 
glazed. * In the belfry, the upper part of the narrowed- 
in portion of the edifice in front, are four old bells — one a 
very large one, but broken. The floor of the loft was 
strewed with Bibles and old theological works, many of • 
which were printed here in the latter part of the sixteenth 
century. It is a great pity that these rare old works should 
be left here to be destroyed by the damp. The first print- 
ing press brought to Iceland was established here early in 
the sixteenth century — 1530, it is believed. 

Thirty-fourth Day. — Hdlcur to Vellvr (Fields). The 
route taken will be what is known as the Helja/rdcdr way. 
An altitude of 4500 feet will be attained at the highest 
point of the pass, a spur of the Unadcds Jokull, The view 
from this point is a re ally grand Alpine landscape, an d the 

* Portraits of Bishops.— These pictures have now been removed to the 
Antiquarian Museum at Beykjavfk. 
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valley on the east side of the mountains, to which the descent 
is very precipitous, appears to be in another world. 

Being without relay ponies, we were ten hours between 
Hdlar and Vellir, A local guide was engaged at the last 
farm on the west side of the mountains. At Vellir parson- 
age resides the greatest of native artists, the Icelandic Dore, 
a self-taught man, whose forte appears to be the painting 
of altar-pieces.* 

Thirty-fifth Day. — Vellir to Akureyri. About seven 
hours' easy ride, chiefly along the western shore of the 
Eyjafjov^ (Island-fjord). Immediately facing the valley 
in which Vellir stands is Hrisey, a large island which gives 
the fjord its name. Upon it a Norwegian company has 
established a flourishing post for prosecuting the herring 
fishery. Midway between Vellir and Akureyri will be 
noticed a fine large wooden building faced by a church. 
This is MoiSruvellir agricultural college. t Its head master 
is the learned Herra J6n A. Hjaltalln, who was formerly 
one of the librarians at the Advocates' Library, Edinburgh. 
The building and church, both quite new, are well worth 
a visit. 

Shortly after leaving Mo^ruvellir, the Horgd (Howe- 
river) will be forded, t This is at times a bad river, biit 
there is a ferry near the ford. Good road hence for several 
miles, and then the shingle beach of the fjord is utilised as 
a road for some distance until another piece of made road 
is fallen in with. This will bring the travellers to a low 
flat naze, Oddeyri (Angle-beach), projecting at right angles 
into the fjord, in crossing which the Glerd (Crystal-river), 
a nasty little torrent when in flood, will be forded. § Between 
the two rivers will be seen Glcesibcer church, which is 
chained fast that the Demon of the Storm may not make 
off with it. It is built in a very exposed position and has 
to withstand the full force of the terrific squalls that at 
times come sweeping down the Horgddalr, On Oddeyri 
will be seen a number of buildings and a very large store. 
Most of these belong to an Icelandic-Danish trading com- 
pany, which has its chief trading post here, and two branch 
establishments in other parts of the island. Another mile 
up the fjord will bring the travellers into 

* Nativb Artist.— Since deceased. 

t Agricultural College.— Now used as a middle-class school. 

X Fording Rivers.— Bridge over Horgd expected to be completed this year (1900). 

5 GlerA is now bridged. Digitized by V^jOOy It^ 
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Akureyri. — Jensen's hotel is very comfortable, though- 
small, and Jensen himself is one of the most obliging, 
honest hosts, that it has ever been our luck to fall in Mdth. 
If the four beds in the hotel part of his buildings are taken 
up, he will obtain sleeping accommodation for the travellers 
at a private house, and the meals will be taken at the hoteLf 
There is a spacious billiard room here, and a fair billiard' 
board for so far north. One great drawback to a lengthy 
stay at Ahwreyri is the unconscionable demand that will be- 
made by the neighbouring farmers for pasturage for the 
ponies. The best plan is to insist upon the guide taking 
the ponies to a farm on the opposite side of the river at the 
head of the fjord, where the farmer is a reasonable being, 
and the pasturage better than on the moors at the back of 
the town. This should most certainly be done if the- 
travellers intend to proceed eastward to " The Fire Focus 
of the North," as in calm weather it is far more pleasant to 
transport oneself and baggage to the east side of the fjord 
by boat than to ride round the head of it and through 
half-a-dozen river channels — the ponies being ordered to 
meet one at the farm opposite Akureyri, 

Two days will be allowed in Akureyri before starting 
eastward. This town has a population of about 400, andf 
is the residence of the " AmtmaSr," or Lieutenant-Governor, 
of the northern half of the island, and several other officials; 
also of a doctor and an apothecary. There are some stores 
and resident merchants, an excellent saddle-maker, and a 
baker — who, by-the-bye, is Hkewise a photographer. The 
town also boasts a hospital and a jail — in the former a hot 
bath is obtainable, and in the latter the public free library 
may be inspected. Ahwreyri^ it will be seen, is ahead of 
many considerable towns in our own isles in one thing at 
least — a free library. There are, moreover, two printing 
establishments, at each of which a newspaper is printed. 
There are three or four fine mountain-ash trees in the town, 
of which the " Akureyriites " are very proud. There is a. 
recently erected spacious wooden church, which is kept in 
excellent order, but everything about it is quite modem 
and of little interest. 

The store and meat-preserving house at Oddeyri will 

* Jensek's Hotel.— This has been re-built. Proprietor's name, V, Sigfiisson. 

t Slbepimo Accommodation at Hotel.— No longer applicable. 

t Population of Akureyri.— Increased to about 1200. Digitized by VjOUy It: 
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well repay a visit ; and a stroll to the Glerid will be well 
rewarded by a sight of the very pretty fall formed by the 
river about half-a-mile from the fjord. An excellent photo- 
graph of the fall is obtainable from the baker in AkureyrL 
Sea trout are sometimes to be caught — with worms only — 
in the pool beneath the foss. 

The gloomy black building between Akureyri and 
Oddeyri is a shark oil factory, the stench from which, 
when the wind is from the north, renders the enjoyment of 
one's meals in Akureyri an utter impossibility.* 

Thirty-eighth Day. — Akv/reyri to Ljdsavatn (Lake-of- 
light). Cross the fjord in a boat to the ponies. It is a 
stiff climb to the summit of the VMahei^i (Wade-heath), 
the mountain ridge east of the fjord, and will take two 
hours — the altitude of the highest point of the road being 
about 2300 feet. Directly this is attained, the descent will 
commence to the Fnjdskddalr (? Touch-wood-river-valley). 
The east side of the ridge is by no means so precipitous as 
on the west, and there is a made road in places. In the 
Fnjdskddalr flourishes quite a forest of birch, which in the 
early part of August usually holds a few coveys of grouse. 
Several of the birds run larger than the general run of 
grouse in Iceland, and we are convinced they are identical 
with the willow-grouse of the Scandinavian peninsula. Do 
not halt at Hdh (Hause) parsonage for coffee, or you may 
be kept waiting an unconscionable time, possibly over an 
hour, before it is ready .-j- From Hdls to Ljdsavatn the path 
traverses a narrow valley, the LjdsavaMsskar^ (Lake-of- 
light-pass), which is rather a remarkable watershed ; a 
stream that leaps down through a gorge in the mountains 
on the south-west divides into two arms at the base, one of 
which courses eastward to the lake and the other westward 
into the Fnjdskd, ljdsavatn is a largish sheet of water, 
well stocked with trout; and in the autumn ducks and 
geese frequently flock here in vast numbers. The farm lies 
some little distance south-east of the lake, the outlet from 
which, the Djiipd (Deep-river), will be forded before reach- 
ing it. There are a number of old craters and ash-heaps 
here, with traces of lava, through which the river has worn . 
s, channel; 

* Shark Oii/ Factory. — This objectionable building has now been removed to a 
safe distance. ^^ 

t Delay at Parsonage for Cofpbb.— We are informed J^Vitii0(R)nger the case. 
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We always found the people at Ljdsavatn farm very 
obliging, and stayed at the farm several days together for 
the grouse shooting, which is very good in August on the 
moors south-east of the lake, and later on, on the fjelds at 
the back of the house. The guest-room is gorgeously painted 
in vermilion, blue, and yellow. The interior of the chapel 
of ease attached to the farm, a most primitive sacred « 
edifice, is likewise resplendent with the same colours. 
There is an old pulpit within, however, worth seeing — 
date A.D. 1796. 

Thirty-ninth Day. — Ljdsavatn to MiUi (Mull) or 
Grenjatia/rsta^ir (Qreen-edge-stead), visiting the Gd^afoss en 
route. An hour's ride over level moorland will bring the 
travellers to the Sl^dfandafljdt in the vicinity of the God's- 
fall. This is a very pretty fall, but of no great height. 
Upon the brink of the precipice, over which the river leaps, 
is an islet of basalt, which divides the falling waters. 
What is somewhat remarkable, the western fall is some 
7 feet higher than the eastern one, which is about 25 
feet. There is a cleft in the islet, and the tiny stream 
flowing through forms a central cascade. About half-a-mile 
from this fall the river forms another, the Geitafoss (Goat- 
fall), where the river leaps in one bound about 15 feet. 
Should the travellers ride down the west bank of the river 
to the ford, beware of a little tributary; for, though it 
appears shallow near its junction with the main river, there 
is a deep rift in its lava-bed, into which our guide drove 
two pack-ponies and nearly killed them. About five miles 
below the Gd^afoss is another fine fall, the Ullarfoss (Wool- 
fall). It lies north of an island on which in olden times 
the local Fing held its meetings. Salmon late in the year 
are sometimes caught below the Ullar/oaa. 

Immediately after crossing the Skjdlfandafljdt^ another 
mountainous ridge will have to be crossed ; but there is now 
a good made road the greater part of the way, ascending 
by a series of zigzags. Grouse very plentiful here in the 
middle of August. East of the ridge, the travellers will 
descend into a well-peopled valley, the A^cdreykjadalr^ 
through which the track winds until just before reaching 
the Vestmcmnsvatn (Westmen's or Irishmen's-lake), when 

* Lj6ttavatn Farm and Chapel.— Replaced by a new house and church. 

Digitized by VjOO^ It: 



80 . HANDBOOK TO ICELAND. 

it passes along the face of a hill covered with a consider- 
able growth of birch. Grouse are plentiful on the hill, 
and the lake is well stocked with trout. At Grenja^ar- 
sta^ir, accommodation is obtainable for a stay of a few 
days, the dean residing there being very obliging and 
hospitable. Magnificent trout-fishing under the falls of 
the Laxd, near Grenja^arsta^ir, and also in a tributary on 
the Mvli estate. In the latter, salmon are occasionally 
caught, but seldom of late years under the falls in the 
main river. 

Fortieth Day. — Miili to H'dsavik, There are two 
routes open, and the one that we would recommend is 
that on the west side of the river past Nea (Naze) to 
Gar'6r. Just north of this farm, on the delta between the 
two rivers, the Skjdlfandajlj6t and Laxd, are a number of 
very remarkable lava-pillars and cones, similar to the one 
near yingvellir, to which, it will be remembered, was given 
the name of Tintron, and which was said by " Umbra " to 
be "the only one known to exist in the world." This 
region here should be called " Tintronia," for a level plain 
some miles in extent is studded with Tintrons. Some will 
be seen having an opening at their base as well as at their 
summit, and more than one of these is utilised as a sheep- 
fold. It will be necessary to ferry the Ldocd at a farm 
between Nes and Laacdrmyri (Salmon-river-muir). In the 
waters belonging to the latter farm a salmon may occasion- 
ally be caught. This farm is the richest in all Iceland, 
and the farmhouse is wholly of wood in the Norwegian 
style. 

An hour's ride from Loacdrmfjri will bring the travellers 
to Hilsavik, where there is a small inn, with a very obliging 
and painstaking landlady. There is a merchant here, 
Herra GuSjohnsson, of whom every one who has visited 
H'dsavik speaks very favourably. ITie steamers call at this 
trading post. 

Forty-first Day. — Excursion to the Uxahvevy or 
" Northern G^ysir," and return to H'dsavik. If this excursion 
is made in August, a good bag of grouse may be made — the 
HvammsheiSiy a moor south of Laacdrmyrif being one of the 
best stocked grouse-moors in all Iceland. The Uxahver geysir 
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lies about three hours* ride south-east of Laacdrmpri^ a,t the 
base of a range of hills, the LamhajjolL The following i^' a 
description of the ''Northern Geysir" and its satellites, as 
written by Mr Lock in 1878. 

The tlxdfwer, or Ox-Spririg^-so named as an ox once 
fell into it, and was after a short interval forcibly ejected 
to some distance as boiled beef — is a geysir spouting f roid 
an oval basin, about 30 feet in circumference, a column 
of water some 4 feet in diameter, to a height of froln 
6 to 10 feet. The spouts take place with great frequency 
and regularity, five to six minutes only elapsing between 
the displays, their duration being about half-a-minutel 
After a spout the water in the basin is lowered from 4 
to 5 feet, but in less than four minutes the^ basin ii 
refilled, and the water is violently agitated for abput two 
minutes, when a spout follows. North of the UxahveVy and 
distant therefrom 170i paces, is a bed of ; rock contain- 
ing two hot springs, and these were visited first as we 
approached from the north. From a basin about 18 feei 
in diameter, full to the brim with scalding hot water, a 
column, about 1 foot in diameter, was ejected to a height 
of a trifle over 4, feet at frequent intervals. The other 
spring in this bed of rock was a large well, quite distinct 
from the basin, in which the water was boiling furiously ; 
but no spouts took place, and the overflow found an outlet 
through a hole in the encircling rock. From here we 
walked down to the Uxahver, and saw a half-dozen spouts. 
Since that time I have seen the famous Strokkr in his 
wrath; but I would rather see the Uxahver toss its crystal- 
clear water upwards 1.0 feet, with the widely scattered 
spray glistening in the sunlight like diamonds, than the 
irritable Southerner — whose ire has to be excited by drastic 
herbal treatment in the way of doses of turf — ^spout ita 
bemuddied water to ten times the height. 

, The remaining spring of the Uxahaver group are 
collected together in a bed of rock distant 280 paces south 
of the chief, who, as beqomes his rank, has a dwelling to- 
himself. The largest here is very similar in every respect 
;to the one sedn spouting in the northernmost basin; and 
there are a number of smaller ones in holes in the rock, the 

F 
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smallest, quite a geysir en minicUv/rey spouting about half-a- 
pint of water to the height of some 3 or 4 inches. 

What is very remarkable, although separated by less 
than 300 yards of boggy land, the springs in each bed of 
rock appear to have a distinct source of supply, not being 
in any way affected by each other's spouting, nor do the 
spouts take place simultaneously. Tlie Usaihver was so 
affected by an earthquake preceding the Askja eruption in 
1875 that for a considerable period it ceased to spout ; but 
it has now recovered itself, and a boy told our guide that 
it throws its water higher than it did previous to the 
earthquake. 

Should the travellers feel in need of refreshment, and 
inclined to exclaim with " Digwell " : 

" What avails it that the geysirs spout their steaming 
columns high ? 
Can a fountain of hot water hungry longings satisfy ? " 

they can obtain excellent pancakes and coffee at Reykir 
farm, close by the springs. 

The ponies should be allowed a day's rest on the 
morrow. If — it is very doubtful — the farmer at Laacdr- 
mpri could be induced to accommodate the travellers for a 
night, it would be far better to halt there than return to 
H'dsavikj as the time could be very pleasantly passed 
fishing in the Laacd. Should this be arranged, do not fail 
to try the pool below the Uywer falls, where the fresh water 
falls into the tidal reach of the river ; it is the most likely 
place for a salmon. Fish up stream on the opposite 
(western) bank till abreast of the farm where the travellers 
ferried the river after visiting Tintronia. There is usually 
a boat below the falls in which the anglers can cross the 
river, and at this farm they will recross, and walk over the 
moors back to Laxdrmpri, A seal may occasionally be 
shot at the mouth of the river; and the farmer is very 
glad to hear of the death of one, as the phocse injure his 
salmon fishery. 

From Hiimviky a pleasant day's excursion may be made 
to Hringaverhvylft (? The Cleft-of-the-ring), where there are 
some remarkable beds of " Surtarbrandr," a variety of 
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lignite, and beds of fossil shells. Just before reaching the 
lignite beds, a pretty little fall, the Skeifarfo88y will be 
«een. About midway from ffthavik the path passes along 
the brow of a cliflF, below which is a noted " seal ground," 
and, if the animals have not been recently disturbed, the 
rocks below will be seen literally alive with seals. A shot 
must upon no account be fired within a mile of this part of 
the shore. 

Forty-third Day. — Husavik, or Laxdrmyri to As, 
About six hours' ride ; decent road, after crossing the fells 
and a lava-filled hollow.* 

As the traveller on this day's journey traverses that 
part of the country lying due north of the range of 
volcanoes intersecting the island from Krafia and Leirhwdkr 
southward, he will notice that the basaltic lava-strata, 
composing this part of the island, are deeply fissured in 
several places by rifts running from south to north. A 
few miles farther south, the whole face of the country for a 
distance of over twenty miles from north to south, by a 
width of from seven to eight miles, has been completely 
shattered by explosions causing violent shocks of earth- 
quake. Many rifts have been thus torn open during the 
last two decades, and steam was seen to belch forth from 
the newly opened rifts at the time of their formation. 
Some of the rifts stretch southward for quite twenty miles, 
almost to the volcano Leirhnukr. In 1872 the shocks of 
earthquake here were terribly violent, and several farm- 
steads were levelled with the ground. The shock of earth- 
quake caused by the explosion in Askja on the 4th January 
1875 was felt in this district very severely. A geologist 
could pass a month very pleasantly and profitably in 
thoroughly exploring and mapping out the volcanoes, rifts, 
and lava-floods lying upon the line of the vast volcanic 
outlet nearly, or quite, intersecting the island between the 
16" and 17** W. Long. 

The travellers should make a halt at Gar^r for coffee ; 
and thence from two to three hours' ride will bring them 
to the 

Ashyrgi (God's-retreat, or inclosure). A remarkable 
^^-shaped valley, which must be classed among the most 

* Should reiwi ten hours* ride. 
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wondetful of the physical features of Iceland. It is such 
a valley as would be formed were it possible to remove a 
gigantic ^-shaped mass of rock, with aims 300 feet in 
thickness, 500 yards in width, and a mile apart at their 
extremities, leaving a triangular impression with vertical 
declivities on either hand. There can hardly exist a doubt 
that it owes its formation to the subsidence of a vast masa 
of rock that at one time filled in the abyss, and connected 
with the surrounding country the triangular rocky buttress, 
now standing insulated ; and, to judge from the configura- 
tion of the valley, there is every reason to believe that the 
mass which subsided lay above two forks of a subterranean 
channel at the point where they branched off. The insulated 
triangular buttress is about a mile in width at its base; 
which faces seaward, and gradually increases in height from? 
this towards its apex, where its cliffs are quite 300 feet ill 
height, its summit maintaining the downward slope towards 
the sea of the surrounding country on the opposite sides 
of the insulating valley. The faces of the cliffs are but 
little weathered, remaining as clean cut as if the subsidence 
had taken place but a century or so ago, but nevertheless* 
it is prehistoric. The floor of the valley is tolerably level,' 
save at its southern end; and a forest of miniature 
birch trees flourish within its sheltering walls. Not the 
least interesting of the phenomena to be observed here are 
the sections of subterranean channels, in which molten lava 
flowed prior to the convulsion which caused the subsidence, 
that are shown in the cliffs. A well-defined channel is 
accessible by scrambling up the debris at the base of the 
cliff on the south, about midway through the valley, and 
here the travellers may secure some specimens of the ropy 
scoriaceous surface of the core of lava that now remains 
congealed in this subterranean duct. 

The ride through this weird and wonderful valley iaf 
very impressive: one seems to be shut completely out of 
the world by the immense cliffs on either hand, which 
permit but a glimpse of a strip of sky above one^s head.- 
The echo is remarkably good. 

After quitting the eastern outlet of the valley, a short 
ride will bring the travellers to their quarters for- the night 
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at As farm. There are two homeateads, but both very 
poor Qn.es ; and as the westernmost alone boasts Any othet* 
room than the BaSstofa in which one can sit down, it will 
^e best to seek accommodation there. "Garnet Wols^lfeys" 
or box-beds will enable the night to be passed in tolerable 
comfort. People obliging, and abundance of milk, coffee, 
•nd pancakes procurable. 

Forty-fourth Day. — As to ReykjahZi^^ visiting en route 
the Hlj6^hlettxir (Sounding or Speaking-cliffs) and the 
Dettifoss, Make an early start, as the party wilL be ten* 
hours in the saddle. The first part of the day's journey 
will lie up the valley of the Jokulsdy a river valley which 
for wildness of scenery and magnificent falls it would not 
be easy to find a compeer, t 

\ The Hljd^aklettar are a group of craters and amoi-phous 
masses oiP rock standing isolated in the valley west of the 
river, which appear like the ruins of a vast castle; and, so 
perfectly do they echo back sounds, one can fancy them the 
home of Mocking Genii, or that Echo changed into stone 
here and not on the banks of the Cephisus. These rocks 
with their surroundings form a landscape which, if faithfully 
transferred to canvas on a large scale, would make the 
fortune of the artist. 

Half-an -hour's ride hence will biing the travellers to the 
only farm that will be seen in this day's journey, JSvinadalr 
(Swine-dale). People obliging, and coffee, milk, and pan- 
cakes are to be had while the ponies rest for an hour. 
Upon the way a fine fall, the Viyabjargsfoss, will be passed. 
A flat rock will be noticed on the opposite side of the foss, 
with a narrow approach on the east. Tradition sayeth that 
the famous outlaw, Grettir the Strong, was once attacked 
here, and that after valiantly defending himself for some 
time he made his escape from his assailants by leaping over 
the river close by the foss. The spot where the leap is 
isaid to have been made is known to this day as GrettisMaup 
(Grettir's.leap). 

• Axh hour's ride from the farm the Jokulsd forms another 
pretty fall, the Hcifraf/ 11 s/oss (Goat-giirs-fall); and here the 
river rushes through a fine gorge which is said to resemble, 

* Fourteen hours in the saddle. 

t Perhaps two days should be taken for this journey. ,»,»,, ,/^ 
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but not equal, the Danubian iron gates. An hour-and-a^ 
halfs ride hence, will bring the trayellers qJ^reoiBt of the 
Dettifo88, The ponies will have to be left in charge of the 
guide, while a visit is paid to this the most famous of the 
Icelandic falls, as a boulder-strewn tract bordering the 
river must be crossed on foot. 

The Dettifoss. — There is a gloomy abyss in the bed 
of the river here, about 200 feet in depth, bordered 
on the east by a sheer wall of igneous rock and scoriae, 
quite 400 feet in height, and on the west by a steep 
slope — down which it is possible to descend to the foot of 
the fall at some risk to one's limbs, and the certainty of a 
drenching. The precipice in the river-bed does not intersect 
it at right angles, it being at its junction with the western 
bank about 400 feet further south than on the opposite 
side of the river. The precipice is a deeply crevassed 
basaltic cliff, whose base is invisible in the depths of the 
abyss. The crevasse is shaped as though a huge slice of 
rock in the form of a salene triangle, some 100 feet in 
width at its base, and penetrating up stream for a distance 
of 200 feet, had been removed. Over the walls of this 
wedge-shaped crevasse, and the precipitous cliff on each 
side, the impetuous, milky-white waters of this mighty river 
leap in one bound. 

** ... Rapid as the light 
The flashing mass foams, shaking the abyss ; 
The hell of waters ! where they howl and hiss, 
And boil in endless torture ; while the sweat 
Of their great agony, wrung out from this 
Their Phlegethon, curls round the rocks of jet 
That gird the gulf around in pitiless horror set." 

It will be confessed, when the Dettifoss is seen, that the 
above lines from " Childe Harold " convey as good an im- 
pression of this magnificent cataract as it is possible for 
words to do. The Dettifoss, and the other Icelandic falls 
on glacier-fed rivers, are to be seen in their greatest perfec- 
tion in the height of summer — unlike the cataracts of most 
other countries, which at that time are usually at their 
worst, owing to the lowness of the water in the rivers where 
they occur. 
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A few hundred yards up stream, the Jdktdad forms a 
very pretty preliminary fall well worthy of a visit, it being 
somewhat remarkable. The river is about 250 yards across 
at this spot, and the channel is intersected by a horse-shoe* 
shaped ridge of basalt about 20 feet in height. This is 
battlemented, and through the embrasures, which have 
been formed by the carrying away of blocks of basalt, the 
water leaps in a multitude of miniature cascades. 

Upon leaving the DettifosSj the travellers will strike 
across the pathless Myvatna Orcefi in a south-westerly 
direction for a pass in the volcanic range on the west of the 
desert. It will, in all probability, be necessary to dismount 
several times, and lead the ponies into and out of hollows 
where subsidences have taken place during volcanic erup- 
tions; but there are no insurmountable difficulties to 
prevent anyone crossing their region. If the travellers 
wish to get a shot at a reindeer, they should, if here in the 
month of August, strike due west from the Dettifoss for a lake 
near a mountain named Eilifr (the Eternal). South-west 
of this lake is an abandoned ruinous farmhouse, known as 
Hli^arhcdi (Ledge-hall), as it is right in the heart of the 
habitat of a herd of reindeer. 

It will take about three hours to cross the Orcefi to the 
Ndrnmka'f^ (Solfatara-pass), the defile in the volcanic range. 
At the base of the mountain south of the pass will be 
noticed a plain of light-coloured earth, from which clouds 
of steam ascend. This is the chief of the famous Myvatn 
solfatarar, and the clouds of steam ascend from a number 
of cauldrons of boiling mud. A halt should not be made 
to examine these now, as this can be more conveniently 
done on the morrow, which will be devoted to the explora- 
tion of the volcanic phenomena east of Myvatn, 

The travellers will doubtless be struck with the great 
difference in the nature of the landscape on the west side 
of the range to that on the east, which is an arid fire- 
blasted wilderness of volcanic ash, lava, and sand. Round- 
ing a projecting spur of the mountain on the north side of 
the pass, the circumscribed view of an unusally gloomy 
defile, wherein but a few blades of coarse grass clothe the 
acclivities, changes as if by enchantment to one over a wide 
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expanse of lake .environ^ on the south and east with 
yolcanoes, and studded . with volcanic isles — miniature 
fjuiescent Strombolis, whose weather-worn crater-cones rise 
from bases green with a prolific .growth of angelica and 
grasses; their verdure presenting a pleasing contrast to the 
bristling lava -floods that fringe the lake on the east. 
Myvatn ranks next to ]/ingv(dlavatn in size, and is said to 
have an area of about thirty square miles and to lie 900 
feet above sea-level. 

From the pass, less than an hour's ride, first through a 
solfatara differing but little from the one east of the range, 
save that there are no cauldrons of boiling mud, and 
subsequently across a lava-bed abounding in rifts and 
crannies, some of which form natural ferneries of great 
beauty, will bring the travellers and their tired steeds to 
the door oi Reykjahli^ farm. The people here are very 
obliging, and very reasonable indeed in their charges. 
There is a newly-erected stone church on the rise upon 
which stood the old church that was left standing uninjured 
when the farm was destroyed by an eruption of lava in a.d. 
1729, Three days' sojourn should be made here, if the 
party do not propose to travel on to Sey'iSisJjdr'tSr, 

Forty-fifth Day. — The ponies should be allowed to 
rest, but the . members of the party may pass the day 
pleasantly in making an excursion on foot to the solfatarar 
in the vicinity, and to the Hverjjcdl (Hot-spring-mountain), 
a large crater south-east of the lake, plainly visible from 
Iteykjahli^, The solfatara on the east side of the range 
will be the first examined, it being the most interesting on 
account of the mud cauldrons, which are the largest in 
Iceland. They are situated in a plain of light-coloured 
mineral earths, resting upon a substratum of hot, white^ 
viscid clay. The earths, where wind and sun-dried, form 
a crust, in places capable of bearing a man ; but there are 
large patches where it is unsafe to go, the crust being but 
an inch or so in thickness. The plain is. studded with a 
number of low, cone-shaped hillocks, from whose apices jets 
of steam ascend. These fumarolar mark where siilphuf 
^ublimatipn is taking place. The slopes and summit of the 
fountain, south of the pass are.alsp Gpyiered with fumarolar. 
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The boiling mud cauldrons lie on the eastern side of the 
plain, about 500 yards from its northern end, in knolls of 
sun-dried mud raised a few feet above the level of the 
plain. These were, in 1881, partly surrounded by a pool 
of hot water. The cauldrons vaiy greatly at times in 
number and size, but there are generally three or four 
principal groups of about half-a-dozen. In 1880 the basin 
in the knoll which held the chief group contained seven 
cauldrons, the largest about 30 feet in diameter, and the 
smallest about the size of an ordinary pitch-kettle ; but in 
1881 the spot where these existed the year before was 
crusted over, and there were but two or three little holes 
showing the boiling mud below, while a group of large 
cauldrons had been formed a short distance off. The 
boiling mud is as black as ink and of the consistency of 
porridge, and is very suggestive of the food one can 
imagine is provided in the infernal regions ; and it there- 
fore may perhaps be termed with propriety " Hell Broth." 
It is kept in a constant state of ebullition, and large 
quantities of that in the largest of the cauldrons is at 
intervals ejected with considerable noise to a height of 
from 6 to 8 feet. These boiling mud cauldrons are a very 
interesting, though certainly not a beautiful phenomenon, 
and being situated at the junction of extensive lava-beds 
with a solfatara at the base of a range of volcanic 
mountains, which show signs of activity in the form of 
innumerable fumarolar, they and their surroundings are 
very suggestive, as an American said of the Yellowstone 
region, "of the Inferno very thinly crusted over." Some 
lines by " Umbra," though not intended to do so, graphic- 
ally describe the landscape here : 

** Wide ruin spread the element around, 
His havoc leagues on leagues may you descry ; 
And still the smouldering flame lurks underground, 
And tosses boiling fountains to the sky ! " 

After examining the eastern solfatara and its cauldrons, 
the travellers will return through the pass, and walk 
Bouthward to the Hverjjall through the eastern solfatara, 
which differs somewhat from the one on the east side 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 HANDBOOK TO ICELAND. 

of the range — there being more fumarolar and no mud 
cauldrons. 

The Hverjjcdl is a large circular crater, with an encir- 
cling wall of volcanic cinders and ash, about 700 feet in 
height above the lake =1600 feet above sea-level. It is 
said to have erupted in 1728, but its formation is pre- 
historic. It is the largest crater in the vicinity of Myvatn^ 
and a conspicuous feature in the landscape. 

Some ten miles south of the Hverjjall is another 
solfatara, the Fremrindmar (Farther-solfatara), and a large 
crater; but these are seldom visited, it being a most 
fatiguing day's journey for the ponies, and there being but 
little to interest anyone who has seen the volcanic 
phenomena nearer Myvatn, 

Forty-sixth Day. — An easy day's excursion to 
Leirhndkr, Krafia, and the Hrafntinnuhryggr (Raven- 
peaks'-back) ; returning to Reykjakli^, The former are 
two famous volcanoes, and the third is a ridge, just east of 
Krqfla — partly formed of obsidian — hence its name from 
the resemblance of this jet-like volcanic product to the 
black glossy plumage of the raven. On the way will be 
seen, about two miles north of the Ndmaskanr'^^ a flood of 
lava that has leaped down the mountain on the west like a 
catai'act. Three hours' easy riding will bring the party to 
Leirhmikr, which in itself is a very low uninteresting 
eminence, on which are several small solfatarar ; but cross 
to its western side, and then will be seen a view that will 
never be forgotten ! It is remarkably wild and Plutonic, 
and the craters there remind one of a photograph of the 
volcanoes in the moon. They are quite as fantastically 
shaped, though, of course, not so large as we are told by 
astronomers those of our satellite are. The points of 
interest about Krafla are two large craters on its western 
slope at an altitude of about 1700 feet above sea-level, now 
partly filled with water, and a cleft running far into the 
mountain on the south-west, once a crater rift. The largest 
of the craters is called Viti (Hell); and, on the 17th May 
1724, such an immense quantity of pumice and ashes was 
ejected from it that " on the eastern shores of Mi/vatn the 
layer of ashes was over 3 feet deep." Leirhnukr erupted 
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in A.D. 1725, 1727, 1728, and 1729. It was active at the 
time ReykjfiMiSS farm was destroyed by a lava-flood, but it 
will be seen that it is impossible this could have flowed 
from Leirhntikry there being a mountain range between it 
and the site of the farm ; so that previous writers err in 
stating that the farm was destroyed by lava from this 
volcano. Its destruction was by lava that issued from 
volcanic outlets in this intervening range, which are to be 
seen by following up the floods of igneous rock to their 
source. 

FoBTY-SEYBNTH Day. — Excursion to the 1875 lava flood 
in the Mi/vatns Orcpfi, and return to ReykjafditS. This- 
excursion should not be made if it is purposed to proceed 
eastward to Sey^is^or^y for in that case the lava can be 
seen eit route. The scene of the eruption lies four hours' 
ride east of Reykjahli^, Ic should be approached by the 
road over the Orcpfi, and followed southward for about a 
mile and a half, and quitted by the old road. This is as 
much as can be examined in a day's excursion from 
Reykjahli^, To thoroughly explore this immense lava- 
flood it would be necessary to camp out on the JokuUdy 
distant about six miles further east, there being, it is be- 
lieved, no water nearer than the river. 

The lava at the northern end of the bed lies in a hollow 
formed by a subsidence, during the eruption, of a tract 
three to four miles in length between two deep parallel 
rifts, which run northward for several miles ; and the lava 
stretches away southward farther than the eye can follow 
it, when one stands upon the level ground. The depth of 
the subsidence is greatest near the lava, from which the 
surface of the sunken tract slopes gradually up to the level 
of the Ovfejl, the rifts decreasing in size as the depth of the 
subsidence becomes less. The lava now forms a bed trend- 
ing from S.S.W. to N.N.E., varying greatly in breadth, 
and said to be over twenty miles in length. To judge from 
its appearance, a vast quantity, most intensely heated, 
must first have welled forth from a rift, in the rocky strata 
underlying the desert, running down the centre of the bed 
for nearly its whole length ; this, owing to the compara- 
tively level nature of the ground, spread freely westward 
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find eastward wherever slight depressions existed ii^ the 
plain of the Or^. In places these arms cover . tracts 
several square miles in extent. This first eruption of 
molten rock congealed into a rugged sheet 12 to 50 
feet in thickness, very clinker-like along its borders, which 
arc fragments of the earlier cooled fringe of the molten 
:flood that .were borne onward by that behind. It iy 
evident from the veritable chaos of huge masses of lava 
piled up in places down the centre of the bed, above the 
rift whence the lava issued, that eruption after eruption 
took place — :each lava-flow being congealed into a layer of 
rock, which, in its turn, was subsequently upheaved and 
shattered by a later outburst, in whose fiery embrace the 
huge jagged masses of the torn-up bed were borne along 
partly imbedded, and from which, now that the later of 
these molten floods are also solid rock, they project at all 
Angles. These masses are also built up into several groups 
-of rude cone-ijhaped craters having an altitude above the 
iava of from 100 to 200 feet. 

J6n Petursson, of ReykjaMi^, gives the following par- 
ticulars of the eruption : " Lava was first seen issuing in the 
Qrcefi on the 18th February, forty-five days after the earth- 
quake accompanying an explosion in Askja on the 4th 
January ; but it is probable the fiery flood commenced to 
:9tream forth immediately after the earthquake, • which 
doubtless opened the rift, no one having crossed from 
fieykjaMi^ to the eastward or vice versd during that period. 
Por nearly four months the lava continued to stream forth 
tnore or less freely, and then ceased to flow until the loth 
August, when a smart shock of earthquake was felt, and a 
slight, eruption of ashes and volcanic bombs took place from 
the rift at its northernmost end, the lava-flow recommencing 
«nd continuing for several days." 

Forty-eighth Day. — Reykjahli^ to Skutvsta^ir (Skiiti's- 
stead). A three hours' ride, chiefly through the lava-beds 
fringing the lake on the east ; a wild tract of tremendously 
rugged lava, split into deep ravines, where the cliffs 
occasionally present more the appearance of man's than 
nature's handiwork — here assuming the form of a vast 
ruinous vcastellated building, overgrown with mosses, and 
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lichens',* therie the ruins of some old cloistier, 'the lAVa. 
being hollowed but into arches, almost perfectly fefothic in 
form. At the south end of the lake many isolated ruggisd 
masses of lava of fantastic form jut out of the water. One;, 
when seen at a certain angle, appears like ari' ancient 
galley, with its solitary huge square-sail set to the;Bre|i6zeJ. 
and a man sitting in the stern steering ; a thin slib of ttp- 
heaved lava-crust forms the sail, and a smaller pifece;'rignt 
aft, the steersman. Shortly after this is seen, ft shallow 
bay will be waded, and the travellers will land on' a. 
sparsely griass-covered hill, which is a vast heap of cinders! 
Here the lake will be quitted for a short distance, and,, 
after fording a small stream abounding in trout, the p^,rty 
will wend their way amid a number of crater-cones,' in oh0 
of which, not far distant from Shdtustc^ir, a pair' of eagles 
had an eyrie for many years. Good accommodatibti at 
Skutusta^ir parsonage; and excellent trout fishing is. 
obtainable in the upper waters of the Laxd, especially about 
three miles from its outlet from Mi/vatn. Duck ^hooting 
not allowed on the lake, nor in the river north of the water 
belonging to ffo/stafSir (Temple-stead) farm. At ffofota'Sir 
the people are willing to accommodate sportsmen, and 
splendid trout fishing and good grouse and duck vshobting 
are to be had. ■ • , ' 

FottTY-NiNTH Day. — SkutustufSir to Sva7^tdi'B)t' fBl^^- 
river -cot). Six hours' ride, at first through an extensive 
marsh, and then over wild moorland Wastes. Feathered 
game very plentiful. The Krdkd (Croak-river), a deeplsh 
sluggish stream, has to be forded. Obliging people at 
Svartdrkot^ but only one small room. The farmer, Einar; 
is ail fe^icdlent guide.* 

f iPttETH Day. — A quiet da,y to rest the ponies for tl^e- 
joiirney across the (Jdd^ahraun oil the mOrrow. Trout 
fiishing to be had in the river flowing ^ from the lake. If" 
ponies can be borrowed from the farmer— ^do not oi any 
accoutit use your own — make an excursion to the 

S!ldeyjafo88 (Fire-island-fall), the finest of all the falls^ 
on' the Sl^dJfandaJljdt At a spot a * few miles Sfc^e'st of' 
Svartdi'kdi the river, by some prehistoric vdlcanit; cdnvuUiOn^ 
has been diverted from an earlier channel, thirbugh whiibb '. 

* Farmbr and 6nDE.— Name now Solvi. 
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water now only flows during the floods. This channel, and 
the island formed by it and the river, is one of the grandest 
pieces of natural rock-work that one can conceive ; and in- 
numerable "giant-pots" of unusual depth are here to be 
seen. For the information of those who have never heard 
of or seen a giant-pot, it may be mentioned it is a well-like 
<5avity bored down into the solid rock by the attrition 
caused by the continuous rotary motion of a stone, lodged 
in what is iat first a small hollow, kept revolving by Hiiining 
water. The Eldeyjafoss is at the southern end of the island 
formed by the old and present channel of the river, and the 
whole body of water leaps at one bound into a deep basin. 

Fifty-first Day. — Excursion to Ash^a, Sleep all day 
and set out about six in the evening, so as to travel through 
the night across the plain of the OdMahraun^ and com- 
mence the ascent of the mountain with the return of the 
sun. The travellers will then have all day before them for 
the exploration of the volcano — the journey across the 
<iesert, ascent of the mountain, and descent into the crater 
taking from ten to eleven hours. It is four hours' hard 
work to cross the lavarcovered floor of Ask^a on foot to the 
site of disturbance in 1875. -x^Einar must be hired as guide: 
his charge is 20 kroner for himself and two ponies. Sacks 
•of hay, proportionate to the number of mounts, will have to 
be taien on pack-ponies. Owing to the fodder having to 
be taken, the members of the party should dispense with a 
remount, as the ponies laden with hay on the outward 
journey may be ridden on the return. It is almost 
unnecessary to add that the strongest of the travellers' 
nags should be selected for this journey. 

The first hour's ride from the cot is across level moor- 
land, which is alive with willow grouse, when the Sii^d 
•{? South-river) is struck. This river, which is tributary to 
the SkjcUfandqfljdty flows through an extensive sandy 
waste — not lava-desert as shown on Gunnlaugsson's map, 
And there named S^Udrdrhraun — ^bordering the (/dd^Sahraun 
on the north-west. The course of the S'd^d is followed for 
About four miles, and the river is quitted at a spot where 
there is a very remarkable pool in which the water is in 
rotary motion, caused by a small hole at the bottom, 

* Farmea and Guide.— Name now Solvi. 
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through which it is descending to some underground 
channel. The source of the Sii^d is somewhat singular, 
consisting of numerous shallow pools in the sand, wherein 
frequently as many as half-a-dozen heautifuUy clear springs 
briskly bubble forth. In less than an hour after quitting 
the river the lava-desert is entered. 

The (yddtSahraun lies at an altitude of about 1500 
feet, and consists chiefly of countless lava-floods, varying 
greatly in age, some being thousands of years old and 
clothed with lichen, while others are as black and new- 
looking as those which flowed from the volcanoes east of 
Mpvatn a century and a half ago. The newer lava-floods 
in the vicinity of the Dyn^uJjoU on the north have flowed 
from rifts which have opened time after time in AbUjoHs 
encircling mountain wall, and at its base ; while the south- 
west portion of the desert is stated by Mr Watts to be 
covered with those which have flowed from the TroLlad- 
pngja (Trolls-bower), which lies about fifteen miles distant 
from AsJya in that direction. A large extent of the 
desert, especially in the north and north-east, is covered 
with lava that has welled forth from huge rifts in the sub- 
strata, in the same manner as a small lava-flood did north- 
east of HeMa in 1878, and the far larger one from Askja in 
1875. The lava-floods which have issued in this manner 
are the newest looking and the most rugged. The oldest 
superficial lava appears to be the last of veritable oceans of 
molten rock that at one time overspread the plain; its 
surface, congealed into innumerable dome-shaped bubbles, 
starred with deep fissures formed by the contraction of the 
mass when cooling, is passable on horseback, so evenly 
and freely has the lava flowed. As one's pony picks its 
way carefully over the flattened domes, the sound of its 
hoofs striking against the rock rings hollow, as if caverns 
were beneath — which is doubtless the case. Extensive 
tracts of black and light-coloured pumiceous sand are met 
with, where depressions between the newer lava-beds have 
been filled in by pumice eruptions, and sand-drifts in 
stormy weather. 

From the above brief description of the Misdeed-lava- 
desert, it will be evident that it is not very favourable 
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ground to travel over. The more rugged beds of l&vd 
will frequently compel a detour for some distance, so that 
one perforce pursues a zig-zag route, heading as straight as 
possible for a gap which marks a defile in the mountain 
encompassing Aakja, For six weary hours, after leaving 
the Sii'Srd, will the party thus slowly wend their way 
through this fire-blasted wilderness ere they reach, the base 
of the mountain. 

Askja,— This vast crater lies within the chief of a 
group of mountains named the Dyngjujjoll (Bower- 
mountains), Ashja presumably being the bower. The 
ascent of the mountain begins quite seven miles distant 
from the highest part of the defile through which one can 
more easily than elsewhere descend into Askja. The slope 
is a gentle upward gradient until an altitude of about 
3500 feet is attained, when the ascent becomes more 
steep, and one is compelled to dismount and drag his 
reluctant steed after him— carefully picking one's way over 
lava-flOws that have found vent through rifts in the defile, 
and later on over ice, which forms a steep, slippery de^ 
clivity between two mountain walls, whose jagged summitls 
rise on either hand to a height of close upon 1000 feet. 
The direction of this pass ^ named JSnsskartS (JohnV 
pass) in honour of J6n of ViSikser, the first man to visit 
Askja — is from N.N.W. to S.S.E., and its length, at a guess, 
slightly exceeds two miles. The highest point of the pass 
is a short distance from its southern end, where it termi- 
nates in a precipitous declivity of ice and ashes. From 
the verge of the precipice, a splendid view over Askja's 
weird amphitheatre is obtained. Lying several hundred 
feet below is the lava-covered floor of this huge crater, 
whose circumference, as before stated, is between seven- 
teen and eighteen miles, and its area at least twenty- 
three square miles. The somewhat jagged mountaii^ 
wall encircling it rises above the floor of the crater to 
heights varying from 800 to 1500 feet. The highest 
hollows are filled with ice, and the peaks are snow- 
clad for ten months out of the twelve.. East of . th^ 
pass there is a glacier exceeding four miles in length 
by one in width. The floor of Askja, notwithstanding 
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it lies 3700 feet above sea-level, was free from snow, 
owing probably to internal heat, as twenty miles south we 
have the glaciers of the Vatna Jokull, with a mean alti- 
tude of less than 5000 feet, and in the north-west of 
Iceland, at an altitude of less than 3000 feet, there are 
the icy wastes of the Gldmu and Drdnga JoMar, neither 
of which tracts can possibly be more favourably formed 
for glacial deposit than Askja, The encircling wall is 
highest on the south and north, and lowest on the north- 
east, where it does not rise more than 800 feet above the 
floor of Askja for over a mile. East of this there is a gap 
to the level of the lava-floods deposited in Askja^ through 
which lava has coursed down the outer slope and spread 
over the (ytMSahraun. There is another gap in the 
mountain wall in the south-west, but we cannot say 
whether lava has also streamed out there or not, we 
having never been in that part of the crater. 

The whole surface of Askja, save in the south-east 
where there is a tepid lake five miles in circumference, and 
an extensive tract covered with pumice erupted in 1875, is 
a chaos of rugged lava-floods that have issued here at 
difierent periods. From those on the left, looking south 
across the crater from the pass, over an area exceeding a 
square mile, ascend innumerable small jets of steam. These 
do not mark the site of the 1875 eruptions, however, for 
these stufa are dwarfed into utter insignificance by enormous 
volumes of steam that belch forth on the farther side of the 
amphitheatre close under its encircling mountain wall in 
the south-east. These bursts of steam issue from rifts and 
vents opened by the 1875 eruptions. 

The crossing of the lava-coloured floor of Askja from 
the foot of the pass, where one perforce leaves his pony, is 
most fatiguing work; it takes a young and active man 
four hours to proceed as many miles, most of the way by 
the aid of his hands, protected by thick woollen mittens 
that they might not be cut by the lava. We may also 
mention that it utterly ruins the pair of boots worn while 
crossing, so that an old pair with good soles should be 
taken by anyone who purposes in the future to visit this 
volcano. When within a mile of the northernmost of the 
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large bursts of steam, one is able to walk upright, the lava 
being buried under a covering of pumice, which rapidly 
increases in depth as the site of the 1875 eruptions is 
approached. The pumice is of three colours, light silvery 
grey, black, and golden brown — the latter very fibrous, and 
presenting the appearance of masses of the interior of the 
outer husks of gigantic cocoa-nuts. This substance is fast 
degrading into pumiceous sand. 

In crossing the crater four times no lava anywhere so 
new looking that it could possibly have issued as recently 
as 1875 was seen, but among the pumice were huge blocks 
of obsidian and pitchstone that had undoubtedly been 
ejected at the same time as that substance. 

The apex of the slope formed by the pumice is a cone- 
shaped crater, whose summit lies about 250 feet above the 
superficial lava beneath the pumice. In 1878 tremendous 
blasts of steam were belching forth almost continuously 
with perfectly deafening roars ; but two years later all was 
perfectly still, and in the crater, at a depth of 150 feet, 
was a placid pool of apparently cold water. About 10 feet 
alx)ve the surface of the water were several inconsiderable 
stufa. The diameter of the mouth of the crater is between 
450 and 500 feet, and the interior tapers down to a diameter 
of about 300 feet at the level of the water. Mr E. Delmar 
Morgan, F.R.G.S., who visited Askja in 1881, says, in a 
paper read before the Royal Geographical Society on the 
30th January 1882 : "Hardly had we taken up a position 
on the edge of the crater, than with a loud roar a jet of 
mingled water and steam was thrown up to a great height, 
subsiding just as suddenly as it began. This proceeded 
apparently from a new outlet and not from a circular pool 
alongside, which was boiling and bubbling furiously." 
Thus, it appears, there is now a geysir of considerable size 
within this crater, which is named the Pumice Crater, as 
from it the greater part of the pumice erupted in 1875 was 
doubtless ejected. 

This crater on the south-west, slopes abruptly down to 
the surface of the tepid lake lying some 600 feet below. 
The bed of the lake was formed by the disruption and 
subsidence bodily into an abyss beneath Askja of a huge 
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mass of the lava deposits, oval in shape, of unknown thick- 
ness, and five miles in circumference. That this disruption 
and subsidence took place during the 1875 eruptions is 
proved by the fresh appearance of the face of the ohfEs 
encircling the lake on the north, which show the strata 
underlying the present surface of Askja en profile. 

South-east of the lake, stretching into Aakja^s encircling 
mountain wall for nearly 1000 yards, is a deep gorge 
bordered on either hand with sheer precipices 600 feet in 
height at the very least. Herein are innumerable vents, 
from which immense volumes of steam, perhaps also hot 
water, belch forth with such violence that the rock trembles 
under one's feet when standing 600 feet above them. 

No lava was ejected from the volcano itself, this sub- 
stance forcing its way through a subterranean channel 
for a distance of thirty miles ere it found a vent, coming 
to the surface in the Mpvatns Orcefi at a lower altitude 
by 2400 feet than the rift and crater in Askja, from which 
the pumice and ashes were ejected. 

We have thus briefly described the volcano and its 
doings in 1875, and now return to our route where we 
left off at the foot of the pass. The party will probably 
find themselves in Askja at the foot of the pass about 
5 A.M. of the 

Fifty-second Day — and, if twelve hours is devoted to 
the exploration of this vast crater, they will have time to 
make their way through the pass on the return journey, 
and accomplish the greater part of the descent of the 
mountain before the chilly night hours overtake them. 
About 4 A.M. of the 

Fifty-third Day will see them safely back at Svartd/rkot; 
and, should the party have been favoured with fine weather, 
we feel certain they will be charmed with their excursion, 
and inclined to agree with Mr Delmar Morgan that " the 
traveller to Iceland should not omit a visit to Askja" 
Of course, immediately upon reaching Sva/rtarkdt, the 
travellers will seek their beds, and there pass the remainder 
of the day. 

Fifty-fourth Day. — If it is intended to return 
to Akureyriy Svartdrkot to St6nAvellir, An easy day's 
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journey. The Skjdlfandaftjdt should be forded near 
Lundarbrekka church. If it is purposed to go eastward 
to Se^is/jor^, ride back to-day to Skdtusta^ir, and thence 
on the morrow proceed to Reykjahli^. 

Fifty-fifth Day. — Stdruvellir to Ahwreyri, Do not 
let your guide take you by the path over the mountains 
north-east of Stdruvellir ; it is a little nearer, but terrible 
hard work for the ponies. Insist upon going vid Ljdsavatn, 

To SbyCisfjorSr. 

Fifty-sixth Day. — Reykjahli6 to Grimsta^ir (Grimr's- 
stead). A man, and two ponies for his use, will have to be 
taken from Reykjahli^ to ferry the travellers over the 
Johidsd. The fixed charge is 6 kroner for the man and 
ponies, 25 ore for each person and his saddle ferried over, 
and a like sum for each pack-saddle and its load. It takes 
five hours to cross the Mi)vatn8 Orcefi to the river ; there is 
an excellent made road for the greater part of the way. A 
short distance east, there is a remarkable crater, the 
Hroasaborg (Horse-burg). It is but a few hundred yards 
south of the road, and will well repay an hour's examina- 
tion. It is an hour's ride from the lava to the ferry over 
the river, and one-and-a-half thence to Grimsta^ir. This 
is one of the best farms in Iceland, and people obliging. 

FiFTY-SBVENTH Day. — GrimstafSir to Md^rudalr (Mad- 
ders-dale). Between four and five hours' ride only. Several 
streams, tributary to the Jokulsd, will be forded on the 
way. Mc^Srudalr is another rich farm, and the accommoda- 
tion is very good. This place is an excellent base for rein- 
deer stalking excursions among the mountains to the south- 
east, where a herd of about 200 reinde^ir are frequently 
seen. 

The travellers may from here proceed to Eskijjon^ 
(Ash-fjord), or to Dj4piv6gr (Deep-voe) on the Beruffor^ 
(Bear-fjord), instead of to SeytSis^oT^r, but neither of 
these routes are to be recommended, owing to the diffi- 
culty in crossing the Eastern Jokulsd, The travellers 
cross one at a time in a box running on two ropes^ 
considerably the worse for years* exposure to the weather, 

* BOPBS Crossing River Jokulsa.— These are now wire ropes and in reliable 
condition. 
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and the ponies swim over. A traveller thus describes 
the passage of this river one day in August : " Crossed 
the (E.) Jokulsd in the cage. The horses were driven 
to the ford, 200 yards below. Only four of sixteen 
swam over at first trial, in 1 hour 33 minutes. The rest 
were driven farther down, and seven passed over in 1 hour 
30 minutes to 2 hours 30 minutes. The last five were 
towed over with a rope. Occupied 4 hours." The cage is 
marked on the maps as a bridge (Bru). The route to 
Djupivdgr is shown on the map attached to this work by a 
dotted red line. From M(^6rudalr to this trading post is a 
three days' journey. The first night should be passed at 
VaDpjdfsta^ir (Valthjolfr's-stead), near which is the Hengi- 
fo88 (Hanging-fall), said to be 1200 feet high. Less than 
an hour's ride distant are the ruins of SkritSuklaustr 
(Avalanche-cloister). The second night's quarters will be 
at BeruJjor'tSr parsonage — a long day's journey. The next 
day will bring the party to Dj'Apivdgr trading post. 
Eskifjor'^r is distant two days' ride from Md^Snidcdr. 
ffallormstaSSir should be the goal of the first day's journey ; 
fair accommodation. 

Fifty-eighth Day. — M6'6rvdcdr to Hofteigr (Temple- 
close). Rough road for the first two hours, when, first 
fording a stream, the track passes over a level stretch of 
country overgrown with birch-brush, amongst which grouse 
are usually plentiful in August. About five hours after 
leaving MofSrtidalr, the travellers will descend by a steep 
path to the valley of the Eastern JoktUsd, near Amdrsta^ir; 
and thence two hours' ride down the valley will bring them 
to the door of Hofteigr parsonage. A good deal of pumice 
.from the 1875 eruption will be seen during this day's journey. 

Fifty-ninth Day. — Hofteigr to Sej/fSisfjor^r, The 
Jokulsd will be crossed by a narrow wooden bridge, over 
which it is only possible to lead one pony at a time. This 
bridge is about an hour's ride from Hofteigr, down the 
valley ; and the Hvannd, a small tributary stream with an 
unusually foul channel, full of boulders, will have to be 
forded. Between the valley of the Jokulsd and that of the 
Lagar/ljdt (? Log-flood) is an extensive heath, the Fljdtsdtd- 
shei^i (Flood-dale-heath) ; and the geologist in crossing it 
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will see evidence that this part of the island is of older 
formation than the Myvatns Orcefi and the (/ddtSakraftrif 
for it is said that " roches moutonn^es are seen peeping out 
here, there, and everywhere, and there are also huge 
boulders {blocs perches) left by the glacier in its line of 
retreat from the sea." After crossing the heath, a descent 
is made into the valley of the Lagarjlj6t, which will be 
ferried at Rdngd farm. This lake-like sheet of water is 
sometimes fordable. On the opposite side of the river is 
E'l/^an' farm and chapel of ease. Good accommodation here, 
and there is said to be first-class grouse shooting and trout 
fishing in the neighbourhood. Between here and the 
Se^6i8fjdr1Sr lies an elevated plateau studded with numerous 
lakelets, the VestckUsheitSi (West-dale-heath) — the crossing 
of which, and descent to the shore of the fjord, will take 
five hours. 

Se^'Sisfjor^, — ^There are trading posts upon each side 
of the fjord, but the hotel is on the north shore. t The 
Norwegians have established a cod and herring fishery 
here, and built several large stores and fish-cuiing houses. 
Excellent sea-fishing to be had from a boat a short distance 
down the fjord ; halibut and cod of immense size are to be 
caught. 

Excursion to E skiff 6r'6r, — Should the party have to 
wait several days for the arrival of the steamer, this 
excursion should be made — it is but a day*s ride. The 
baggage should be left at Sey'^isjj6r'6r for shipment, as the 
travellers will embark at Eskiffon^, where the steamer 
arrives a few hours after leaving the former place. In the 
vicinity of Eski^dt^ is the largest and finest deposit of 
Iceland spar in the island. The mine is now government 
property, and though unworked may be visited. 



* Eydar has now been converted into an Ag^ricultural College, 
t Hotel.— At the head of the fjord. 
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ROUTE IV. 

A SIX WEEKS* EXCURSION UP THE WEST 
COAST. 

Starting prom RETKJAviK and Returning thereto, or 
Proceeding on to Akureyri. Visiting the Glymr- 
Foss; Retkholtsdalr ; Eldborg; the North-West 
Peninsula and the GlAmu and DrAnga J6klar; 

AND TsAFJ^rSr and THE LiGNITB BeDS IN ITS 

Vicinity. 

First Day. — Reykjavik to Beynivdlir (Rowan-fields). 
A six to eight hours* ride depending on the state of the 
roads, or rather ruts. The EUitSadr ; the head of a shallow 
bay, the Leird/rvdgr (Lair-river-voe) ; and the Laocd near 
BeyniveUir will be forded on this day's journey. A narrow 
mountain pass between Eaja and the SkdUa/ell, the Svin- 
itaha/r^ (Swine-pass), will be traversed before descending 
into the valley of the Laocd, The country here is very 
mountainous, and the scenery, consequently, has much of 
wild beauty in it. 

If preferred, the travellers can send their ponies round 
to Kjidamea (Keel-naze) under the charge of the guide, 
proceed there themselves by boat from Reykjavik^ and 
thence ride round the coast to Reynivdlir, The remains of 
a "Doom-ring," which marks the site of a Hof or Pagan 
temple, will be seen on the way. The geologist would 
doubtless find it worth his while to make an ascent of Esja ; 
its formation is said to diifer considerably from that of the 
other mountains in the neighbourhood. The angler must 
not forget that the river at Reynivdlir is a Laocd, 

Second Day. — Reynivellir to Lwndr^ visiting the 
Glymrfoas (Clashing-fall) en route. After crossing the hills 
north of Reynivellir^ the Fossd (Fall-river) will be forded, 
and thence the travellers should quit the direct track to 
Lundr^ and skirt the head of the Hvaljjor'&r (Whale-fjord) 
to the first farm in the Botnaddl/r (Bottom-valley). Here 
obtain a boy to show the way to the Olymrfosa. It is 
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formed by a small stream, the Botnsdy which leaps into a 
chasm some 1200 to 1500 feet deep, and "so narrow that 
daylight scarce reaches to the bottom ; yet so sheer is the 
fall, so clean the split of the earth, that by long and atten- 
tive peering a tiny thread of silver may be seen winding 
along at the bottom of the cafion." The bird's-eye view of 
the fjord from this spot is really charming. A hilly ride 
from the Botnsdalr to the head of the Skorradalsvtitm, 
(Magpie-dale-lake), the river feeding which will have to be 
forded. Another ridge has to be crossed between this 
valley and the valley of the Grimsdy in which lies Lundr, 
the halting - place for the night. Fair accommodation. 
Salmon fishing in the Grimsdy and it is said there is 
excellent trout fishing in several streams in the vicinity. 

Third Day. — Lundr to yingnes (Thing-naze). An easy 
day after the fatiguing one yesterday. Three hours' ride 
down the Grimsdrdalr, and thence about an hour will 
bring the party to fingnes farm. Fair accommodation ; 
salmon fishing ; and shooting in August. 

An excursion to the Sncefell peninsula, taking fifteen 
days, may be made from here, rejoining the route at 
BortSeyri trading post (see Route III.). An attempt was 
made in 1872 by Lord Garvagh — well known as a reindeer 
stalker in Norway — to attain the summit of the Sncefell 
Johidl, His lordship thus describes his assault upon the 
icy giant. His starting-point was B'd^ir. He premises 
that " never till to-day having attempted any glacier work, 
various causes of delay prevented me starting until noon." 
He borrowed here a rope and a couple of primitive iron- 
headed poles, to serve as Alpenstocks, and his guide " had a 
trowel, which he intended to use like an ice axe for cutting 
steps. At first there was a ride of two hours. . . . At 
two o'clock P.M. we left our horses in charge of some one ; 
at four, after getting up some way and traversing a whole 
district of loose pumice stones, gained the ice. 

"We pushed on. Pure and transparent as the atmo- 
sphere upon this glacier proverbially is, the deception of it 
led us on for a considerable time in full view of the summit 
before we knew or had any idea how far the summit 
actually was. But as this annihilation of distance appeared 
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to be somewhat supernatural, we did not believe it, and 
accordingly went straight on ; the snow was in good order, 
and promised an easy ascent. 

"Yawning fissures in the ice came frequently across the 
way, sometimes of great width, and compelling us to go 
right round ; very beautiful to look into, but of a frightful 
depth, and lit up with a blue-green colour. Delighted by 
every prospect of accomplishing what the good people of 
Reykjavik had declared impossible, I strove to reach the 
summit before night ; but the guide complaining of some 
sickness that he felt, and since the evening had already set 
in, I found it necessary to retrace the way — no easy matter 
upon ice — and find somewhere to pass the night on terra 
Jirma. 

"That night was spent upon the mountain. With a 
stone and a piece of waterproof upon it for our pillow, this 
man and I slept in the open air. At daybreak, half-past 
two, we set to work again — by the light of a splendid sun- 
rise. Oriental in beauty and grandeur. None of the vapour 
of England rose here to prevent our view of two seas 
{Brei^ijjor^ and Faocajjor'^r) at once ; while the low coasts 
and harbours around each lay spread out underneath us 
like a map. ... At first the ice and snow work was a 
pretty piece of business, for it had all frozen over since last 
evening, and afforded scarcely any footing whatever; so, 
until the rising sun had somewhat thawed the surface, we 
were hardly able to make any head. However, by cutting 
a step here and there, we overcame the slopes of ice ; and 
by seven o'clock, or somewhat about that time, in four 
hours after commencing the ice work, arrived within only 
a quarter {sic) of the highest point. Here the guide, who 
had been showing signs of giving in for some time, at last 
sank right down upon the snow, utterly powerless to pro- 
ceed another step, with blood from his ears and in his 
eyes. . . . He was evidently unable to breathe atmo- 
sphere so rarified and thin ; directly, therefore, he was 
able to move, we descended, having lost the grandest 
opportunity of doing what, in Iceland, would have made 
any man, native or foreigner, immortal." In conclusion 
his lordship says: "Having given some faint outlines for the 
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benefit of travellers to come, I wish the evil genius who 
lives upon it — farewell ; and hope the laurels which I did 
not win may fall upon that man who, more favoured by 
fortune, shall first succeed in making the ascent. The 
earlier in the summer this glacier is attempted, the easier 
it will be — for the ice has not cracked and split into chasms 
like we now had to encounter, and the winter snow, still 
undissolved, remains in one steady slope the whole way up, 
making allowance for the possibility of places where one 
might sink in, if the chasms of last year have been only 
partly drifted over." From Lord Garvagh's experience it 
will be seen that this virgin peak might, under favourable 
circumstances, be vanquished by men not new to mountain 
work in one day, by setting out from ButSir early in the 
morning, so as to reach the ice about nine or ten a.m., just 
as the heat of the sun has taken the glaze from the night's 
frost off the surface of the ice. 

Fourth Day. — Excursion from yingnes to the geysirs 
in the Reykholtsdalr, An interesting and easy day's ex- 
cursion, returning to yingries, A week may be pleasantly 
spent in this part of the country by anglers, there being 
three salmon rivers within easy reach (see List of Salmon 
Rivers). Good shooting is also to be had in August. 

Fifth Day. — yingnes to Sta^arhrauriy or Hvammr. 
There are two routes from this place to the N. W. peninsula^ 
but the one vid Sta^arhraim, although a day longer, is 
recommended, as Eldborg, the first volcano to erupt 
subsequently to the settlement of Iceland, will be seen, 
and the scenery is far superior to that on the other 
route. The Hvitd has to bie ferried shortly after leaving 
yingnes, and then the road to Hvammr lies up the 
valley of the ^or'brd. From Hvammr a stiffish day's 
ride over an elevated plateau, the Holtavor^Suhei^i 
(Holt-cairn-heath), will bring the travellers to Bof^Seyri 
trading post. About midway in crossing the heath 
will be seen a mass of rock, known as the Hce^a/ratein 
(Height-stone), which is believed to have been a Pagan 
sacrificial altar. From Hvammr, those of a geological turn 
of mind may ascend Bavla (the Cow), a cone of curious 
formation. 
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Sixth Day. — StafSarhraun to HjartSar?ioU (Herd-holt). 
Eldborg will be seen shortly after setting out. Thence the 
travellers will ride up to the head of the Hitdrdalr, and 
wend their way between the mountains at the base of the 
Snce/ell peninsula, by a route not shown on the map, to the 
head of the Hvammsfjordr, Grand scenery during this 
day's ride. Good quarters at Hjar'SarholL This neigh- 
bourhood is full of interest to those who have read the 
Njal and Laxdsela Sagas. Hjar'SarhoH was the home of 
Olave the Peacock, and Hoskuldsta^iry on the opposite side 
of the river, the birth-place of HallgerSa, Gunnar's wife. 
There are salmon in the river here. 

Seventh Day. — Ujar^arholt to BorfSeyri. An easy 
day's ride. The route lies up the Ldxdrdalr, and thence 
over the Laxdrdcdshe^ to the shore of the HvAtafjon^. 
The merchant at Bor'6eyri receives travellers. 

Eighth Day. — At Bor^eyri. The ponies will need a 
day's rest, and, probably, the travellers likewise. There 
are some hot springs on the east side of the fjord, to which 
a boating excursion may be made. The plover and curlew- 
shooting here is excellent early in August. 

Ninth Day. — Bor^eyri to GufSlaugsvik. An easy day's 
journey, keeping close to the fjord the whole way. From 
this point, the route is mainly compiled from Shepherd's 
" North- West Peninsula," the author of which made a 
lengthy tour in this part of the island in 1862. At that 
day there lived at Gu^Slatigsvik a farmer speaking English, 
and he provided Shepherd's party with first-rate accom- 
modation. 

Tenth Day. — Git^laugsvik to Bentfjor^r (Bear-fjord). 
Shepherd proceeded to Fell; but the track is a very 
mountainous one, hard upon the ponies, and it is better, 
therefore, to cross the isthmus to Beru/jor^r, where there 
is very fair accommodation, and the scenery of the fjord, 
with its countless isles and the Sncefell peninsula beyond, 
is magnificent. Upon the way will be seen a picturesque 
fall, the Gullfoss, On the shores of the GUs/jor'Sr (Gill- 
fjord) huge petrified trees have been disinterred. Good 
accommodation, it is said, at Beru/jch^, 

Eleventh Day. — Berufjor'tSr to Kirkjubdl. A long and 
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■ hard day's journey over the yorshctfjartiarheiSi (Cod-f jord- 
heath). If the ponies are not in good condition, it is 
better to cross the heath to Sta^, at the head of the 
Steingrims/jort^, to-day, and cross the SteingrimsfjartSar' 
heiSi to Lagidalr farm, north of KirkjubSl, on the morrow. 

Twelfth Day. — At KirkjuhdL The ponies will need 
a day's rest, if the travellers cross to this place from 
Berufjor'6r in one day. Ascertain here whether it is 
possible to ascend the Gldmu Jokull from the farms at the 
head of the laafjor'^ — because, if so, it will save a long 
doubtful boating excursion to Kleifwr farm at the head of 
the Skdtufjor'6r (Skate-fjord). It will be best to make the 
ascent of the Gldmu Jokull, if an assault is practicable from 
the head of the Tsafj&i^, before proceeding northward to 
the Drdnga JokvU. Lagidalr (Log-dale) was the farm 
selected by Shepherd as a base from which to ascend the 
Drdnga Jokull, but it is believed better quarters are 
obtainable at KirkjuhdL 

The scenery of the Isa^or'Sr is thus described by 
Shepherd: "There was something awfully grand in the 
scene. There were the dark blue mountains, snow-capped 
and precipitous, which lined the opposite shore, and towered, 
one above another, far inland — solemn and forbidding to 
look at. Heavy clouds lowered over the fjord, and clung 
to the mountains towards the sea. Huge masses of rock, 
torn off from the heights and hurled into the valley below, 
were lying all around us — awful witnesses of the fury of 
the Arctic winters in these wind-swept regions — while 
hundreds of dead sea-fowl floated on the surf, and the 
whitened bones of whales and ponies were scattered along 
the beach. At the point where we then were, the fjord 
was about three miles broad ; for we had come down a side 
valley, and had struck the fjord a considerable distance from 
its head." 

Allowing three days for an assault upon the Gldmu 
Jokull, if practicable from the bead of the Tsa^ortSr, the 

Sixteenth Day — Kirkjvhdl to Hama/r (Ck&g), Three 
hours' ride only ; an easy day to rest the ponies for the 
fatigues of to-morrow. " Good road," says Shepherd, " over 
a shingly beach, with good grass above it, and occasionally 
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small woods of scrub, in which we shot a few ptarmigan." 
At Hamar Shepherd's party were made very welcome, and 
the farmer provided a boat and men for excursions on the 
fjord. Hamar is the best farm to make headquarters, as. 
from here it is but two hours' ride to Armtdi, at the foot of 
the Drdnga Jokull^ where a guide can be obtained. It is 
also but ten hours' row in calm weather to the town of 
Isa^drtSr, which ranks next in importance to Reykjavik, 
It is about the same distance to Kleifar farm, at the head 
of the Skotit^oHSr, whither the travellers will proceed to 
attack the Gldmu Jokull if it is unassailable from the head 
of the Tsajjor'^r, 

Seventeenth Day. — Ascent of the Drdnga Jokull, 
Shepherd obtained his guide at a farm about two hours' 
ride from Hama/r, in the Skjaldfanndrdalr^ a valley leading 
up into the Jokull south of Arnuli, The ascent is up this 
valley, and is thus described by Shepherd: "We left the 
farm at 1.30, and proceeded up the northern branch of the 
valley, which narrowed in until it assumed the dimensions, 
of a ravine, and the torrent was roaring beneath us between 
two walls of snow, 200 or 300 feet deep. At 3.15 our 
guide declared the ponies could go no further, and we 
gladly dismounted, leaving them in the charge of Olavur. 
The barometer which stood at 29" at the sea-level now 
marked 28" 27'. Our small barometer was left with Olavur, 
with instructions to move the pointer over the indicator 
exactly at five o'clock. 

" We began to walk at 3.25, taking an easterly direction 
across a steep snow-slope, into which we sank deeply. On 
leaving the snow the walking was very bad and stony. 

"Soon after, we descended again to cross the ravine 
which, by an unlucky bend, had come athwart our direction. 
The descent was not long, for a narrow snow-covered glacier,, 
which ended abruptly in a precipice, filled up the ravine. 
It was about 100 yards across. The visible crevasses were 
very few. 

"At 4.40 we changed our direction to north-by-west, 
and at five o'clock the barometer marked 27". Nothing 
was now to be seen. We were enveloped in mist, and 
seemed to be the centre of an ever-advancing circle of about 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 HANDBOOK TO ICELAND. 

40 yards in diameter. Latterly, our route had been more 
level, and at 6.30 all upward progression ceased. 

"Our guide then declared that we were at the top. 
This was very pleasant news, as it was very cold ; but we 
saw nothing. The barometer marked 26° 5' ; thermometer 
32"*, and the wind was easterly. . . . 

"Just as we were giving up all hopes of a view, the 
fog again broke up and gave us an extensive prospect. To 
the north we saw the Arctic Ocean, with a few tiny white 
sails, probably French fishermen; but the North Cape 
Horn was still shrouded in mist. To the south our view 
extended far, far away over vast and apparently endless 
snow-fields, which in part composed our old friend Stein 
grims^ar^arhei^i. Some of the domes of the Gldmu, too, 
showed their white heads above the mists that hung to the 
mountain sides ; and on the southern shores of TsaJjor^Sr 
there were some wild and desert mountains, deep blue in 
colour. . . . The summit of the Drdnga represents a 
round barrel of snow, and any cairn raised up on its back 
might be called the top. We were anxious to descend by 
the western side to examine the immense ice-fall which goes 
down into Kaldaldn; but before we had proceeded far, heavy 
clouds of mist rolled over us from the east, and, as our 
guide was unwilling to accompany us, we relinquished our 
desire. 

"We descended the mountain by the same track by 
which we had ascended." The ponies were regained at 
9.45 P.M., the explorers having been absent therefrom six 
hours and a half ; and two hours later all were safely back 
at the guide's home. The altitude of the JokuU is given by 
Gunnlaugsson as 2837 Banish feet = 2921 English. 

Eighteenth Day. — At ffamar, A day's rest. 

Nineteenth Day. — An excursion should be made to- 
day to the head of the Kaldaldn (Cold-inlet) to see the 
arm of the glacier here, which calves into the sea. It is 
about three hours' ride each way, with a good road along 
the beach for the best part of the distance. The stream 
from the SkjaMfomndrdalr is a wicked one to ford, and 
must not be attempted without a resident to point out the 
right spot. 
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Twentieth Day. — To Tsct/jor'Sr by boat — about ten 
hours' row. After the fatigues of yesterday and the seven- 
teenth day, the party will probably be inclined for a little 
town-life, especially if an assault upon the Gldmu Jokull is 
contemplated from the head of the SkdtuJJdr'6r, Five days 
will therefore be allowed for an excursion to IsajjortSr, On 
the way, the party should land at Vigr (Spear) and JS^ey 
(Eider-isle), two islets famous for the vast number of eider- 
duck that breed there. 

rsajjor^ town stands upon a demi-circular, low, flat 
headland — doubtless a moraine — jutting outward from the 
western shore of the SkuHls^or^r (the Page's fjord). The 
inn is somewhat primitive, but the people are obliging. 
There are a large number of stores, and the steamers call 
here. The ponies and all dispensable baggage will, of 
course, be left at Hama/r or Kirkjuhdl. 

An excursion should be made by boat to 0^8 (Oyce), 
where large beds of ** Surtarbrandr," a variety of lignite, 
are to be seen. It will occupy a day, and is only practi- 
cable in calm weather. Ponies can l)e hired, and an ex- 
cursion made by land, if preferred, to other beds of Surtar- 
brandr on the Sdgcmdafjor'^r — a pleasant but mountainous 
day's excursion. Sir David Wedderburn, while on a trip 
round the coast, visited these remarkable strata during the 
stay of the steamer at TsaJ^or^, and he says : " The Surtar- 
brandr has been exposed by the action of a mountain 
torrent, about 400 feet above the sea. The lignite is in 
thin layers, mixed with slaty-rock ; it is partly carbonised, 
partly in the condition of ordinary wood, with the bark 
still adhering, but infiltrated with a certain amount of 
mineral matter; over it lie enormous masses of basaltic 
rock. There are no trees growing now in Iceland except 
dwarf birches and willows, but here are the almost unin- 
jured remains of great forest-trees under mountains of 
superincumbent rock, which must have spread over them in 
a molten condition when they were imbedded in mud 
beneath the sea-surface." 

Twenty-sixth Day. — Isafjor^ to Kleifar^ if an assault 
is to be made on the Gldmu Jokvll ; and if not, to Hamar 
— in either case about ten hours by boat. If the party land 
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at Kleifar, be sure to ascertain, before the boat is allowed 
to leave, whether another — and men to man it — is obtain- 
able here to row the party to Hama/r, and if not, retain the 
boat and men from ImfjortSr until after the ascent of the 
JokulL 

TwENTY-SEVBNTH Day. — Assault upon the Gldmu JokulL 
Shepherd's party did not make the ascent. Gunnlaugsson 
gives the altitude of tlie Jokull at 2872 Banish feet =2957 
English. 

Twenty-eighth Bay. — Kleifar to Hama/r. Ten hours 
by boat. 

Twenty-ninth Bay. — Hamar to Sta^, A stiiftish day's 
journey. The Steingrimsfjar^arhei^i, the dreary mountain 
waste between the fjords east and west of the isthmus, will 
be crossed. 

Thirtieth Bay. — Sta^ to Kirkjuhdl, on the Steingrims- 
/yor'Sr, or to Berufjor'6r, The former route is, perhaps, to 
be preferred, being over fresh ground; but it is rough 
travelling, and if the ponies show signs of giving in, the 
party will do better to return the way they came, via 
Kirkjuhdl, Shepherd describes the travelling as very bad, 
whenever the beach is quitted. He says : " We found 
short, deep valleys with perpendicular sides, rocks, stones, 
and slippery ways, intersected with bogs and miry places.'' 
The summer that he was in Iceland, it must be observed, 
was an unusually wet one. 

Thirty-first Bay. — Kirkjubdl to (yapakseyri. Another 
day over difficult and broken ground. Shepherd describes 
the valley in which stands Fell church, and into which a 
descent has to be made, as a very break-neck place. The 
scenery is charming, however, though perhaps it will seem 
tame after that of the Jokla/r, 

Thirty-second Bay. — (yspakseyri to Bor^eyri, An 
easy day's ride, the greater part of the way close to the 
fjord. 

Thirty-third Bay. — At Bortkyri, A day's rest. From 
here the party can either return to Reykjavik in four to five 
days by the same route as they came, or proceed to Akureyri. 
If the latter course is resolved upon, send the ponies and 
guide round the head of the fjord to ySroddstafSir 
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(Th6roddr's-stead), a farm directly opposite Bor'Seyri, with 
instructions to await the travellers on the following day. 

Thirty-fourth Bay. — BortSeyri to Borg (Burg). Cross 
the fjord to the ponies in a boat, and thence ride over the 
ffrutq^ar^arheiiSi to Sta^rbakki (Stead-bank) in the Mi^- 
^ar^ardalr (Mid-fjord-dale). A good many salmon are 
caught in nets in the lower part of the river flowing through 
this valley. 

In 1880 the osseous remains of a whale were discovered 
on the summit of a mountain in the neighbourhood. A 
geologist, with a day to spare, could not better employ it 
than in visiting this object. Its presence confirms the 
view that sudden upheavals of immense masses of the older 
rock formations took place towards the close of the glacial 
epoch. 

The track — which skirts a large lake, the Vestrahdpsvatriy 
for some distance — between Mid/jar^ardalr and the Vi^idalr 
is not over good, and the travellers will be six hours, pro- 
bably, in accomplishing this part of the day*s journey. 
Borg is in the lower part of the V'CSidalr, and is the abode 
of an English speaking farmer, P^tr Kristophersson, who 
is famous for his hospitality. The river is well stocked 
with salmon, but they seem very reluctant to take the 
artificial fly. Good grouse and duck shooting here in 
August ; and trout fishing to be had in the upper waters of 
the river, and also in a tributary from the Vestrahdpsvatn. 

A day should be spent here, and a visit paid to the 
Burg, a circular crater, more than once the refuge of 
outlaws. In the days anterior to gunpowder, this natural 
fortress was quite impregnable in the nightless summer 
months, when held by a handful of resolute men, with 
abundance of provisions. A story is told how an outlaw 
once sought refuge here, taking with him several sheep 
belonging to the neighbouring farmers, who, when his 
provisions were running short, adopted a ruse to deceive 
his besiegers as to the state of his larder. Seeing that 
they were dining somewhat meagrely, he threw them his 
last sheep, ready dressed, and they, judging from this that 
there was, but little chance of capitulation, abandoned the 
siege. 

H 
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Thirty-sixth Day. — Borg to Hjaltahakki or Blonduds, 
Six hours' ride ; good track the best part of the way. One 
short swampy piece, however, will be passed through after 
skirting the Hdp (Hope), a large land-locked salt-water 
inlet; and an appropriately named little stream, the 
Gljiifrd (Cliff-river), will be forded before reaching the 
VcUnsdcUry where a junction will be made with Route III. 
(see thirty-first day). Bo not fail to notice the cones of 
upheaval amid which the track winds down to the 
VcUnsdalr. Salmon fishing to be had at Hjaltabakki, 

Hence on to Akureyri (see Route III.). 



ROUTE V. 

SEYDISFJORDR TO AKUREYRI. 

A Fortnight's Excursion; visiting "The Fire Focus 
OP THE North"; the 1875 Lava-Flood and Askja; 

THE ElDEYJAFOSS, AND THE Go^AFOSS. 

First Day. — Se^is/jortSr to Hofteigr (see Route III., 
fifty-ninth day). 

Second Bay. — Hofteigr to MotSrvdalr (see Route III., 
fifty-eighth day). There is another and more direct route, 
vid Fo88v6Ur and Ho/y to the M^vcUn district, but for some 
reason it is seldom travelled. 

Third Day. — MotSrudalr to Ghrimstc^ir. Between four 
and five hours* ride only, down the valley of the Jokuhd. 

Fourth Day. — Grimsta^ir to ReyJ^aMi^ (see Route 
III., fifty-sixth day). The ferryman will be obtained at 
NyhcBT (Newby) farm. The fixed charge is 2 kroner for 
the man, 25 (/re for each person and his saddle ferried over, 
and a like sum for each pack-saddle and its load. 

The 1875 lava-flood will be seen on this day's journey. 

An excellent view will be obtained while crossing the 
Mpvatns Orcefi of Her'&uhre^ (Broad-shouldered), a mighty 
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insulated buttress 5290 Danish (=5477 English) feet in 
height. We believe this mountain to be one of the 
fragments of the old basaltic plateau left standing on the 
site of Iceland after the disturbances of the glacial epoch. 
It is the only mountain not of recent — geologically speaking 
— volcanic origin for many piiles around, and it projects 
through a plateau built up of sheets of igneous rock, the 
more superficial of which, at least, have been deposited in 
post-tertiary times. 

Fifth Day.— "The Fire Focus of the North." Excur- 
sion to Krajla and Leirhniikr, examining en route the 
boiling mud cauldrons in the solfatara east of Mijvatn. 

Sixth Day. — ReykjahlvS to Skutusta^ir (see Route III., 
forty-eighth day). 

Seventh Day. — Skiituata^ir to Svartdrkot (see Route 
III., forty-ninth day). 

Eighth Day. — Excursion to the Eldeyjafoss, 

Ninth and Tenth Days. — Excursion to Askja. 

Eleventh Day. — A day's rest at Sva/rtdn*kot. 

Twelfth Day. — Svartdrkot to Stdruvellir (Route III., 
fifty-fourth day). 

Thirteenth Day. — St(h'uvellir to Ljdsa/vatriy visiting 
the Go'6afo88 en route. 

Fourteenth Day. — Ljdmvatn to Akareyri. 



ROUTE VI. 

AKUREYRI TO REYKJAVrK. 

By the Direct Post Route, Seven to Eight Days' 
Journey. 

First Day. — Akureyri to Steinsta^ (Stone-stead). 
About four hours' ride. The first two hours of the way 
are close to the EyjaJjor'6r^ and then it branches off into 
the Horgdrdcdr^ up which it lies until a side valley, the 
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Oxnadalr (Oxen-dale), is entered. The view up these two 
valleys is charming. The Vindheima Jokull (Wind-home 
Glacier) towers above the valleys on the east, and in 
summer time — 

"A thousand rills 
Come leaping from the mountains, each a Fay, 

Sweet singing then : 
O come with us out seaward, come away ! " 

Immediately opposite SteinstatSr is a remarkable peak, 
the Drdngjutindr (Lonely-peak), like unto a huge church 
steeple.* 

Second Day,— Steinsta^ to Silfrasta^ir, A longish 
day's ride, with a very indifferent track, especially where it 
crosses the Oxnadahhei^if and in the valley beyond. 

Third Day. — SilfrastatSir to Blondiids, A longish 
day's ride, fording the Rlaiida, HeraiSsvotn, and several 
small rivers. ' 

Fourth Day. — Bl67id%v6s to Haukagil, Eight hours' 
ride, excellent path. 

Fifth Day.- -Uaukayil to Kalmanstunga, Long day's 
ride over the ArnarvatnsIieitSi. See the Surtshellir caves 
671 route. 

Sixth Day. — Kalmanstunga to yirignes, easy day : or 
to fingvellir, twelve to fourteen hours' bad road — unshown 
on map. 

Seventh Day. — Yingiies to Reynivellir, ^ingvellir to 
Reykjavik (see Route I., first day). 

Eighth Day. — Reynivellir to Reykjavik (see Route IV., 
first day). 



DESERT ROUTES. 



In bringing this guide to a close, a few words must be 
said with reference to crossing the desert interior of the 
island from south to north, or vice versd, by the two routeft 
known respectively as the Sprengiaandr (Bursting-sand) 
and the VatnahjaUofvegr (LaJte-ledge way) routes. Our 

* FKAKB.—DrdngjtUi'ndr is only one of a aeries of such peaks, 
t Fording Rivers.— B/anda is now bridged. 
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advice to the traveller in Iceland is, have nothing what- 
ever to do with either, unless it should happen that a 
volcanic eruption were taking place at the time of his visit, 
or had recently taken place, somewhere in the interior, 
which was to be reached by one of these seldom travelled 
routes. There is nothing whatever to recompense one for 
the fatigue and discomfort oi crossing the island ; the 
volcanoes, glacier-covered mountains, and other points of 
interest can be far more pleasantly and thoroughly explored 
by making an excursion into the desert in light marching 
order from some farm on its border, than by a hurried 
flight with a number of pack-ponies through a region 
where fodder for the ponies is scarce, and fuel to cook the 
traveller's food utterly wanting. In the event, however, 
of one or other of these two routes across the country 
being taken, good ponies are indispensable, and tents of 
course will be necessary, likewise a spirit or paraffin cooking 
stove. * 

CONCLUSION. 

In conclusion, we earnestly advise visitors to Iceland, 
especially the young and hardy, to strike out paths 
for themselves in the inhabited districts to places lying 
three to four days' ride off the routes given. There is 
many an interesting spot where an alien has never yet set 
foot, and trout stream and " fish lake " whose waters have 
never laved an angler's line. Two promising fields may be 
mentioned ; the north-eastern part of the country, and the 
N. W. peninsula north of the Drdnga Jokull. In the district 
first named, doubtless a very pleasant excursion could be 
made to Rifstdngi, the northernmost point of Iceland ; and 
on the N.W. peninsula. Route IV. might be extended to 
Cape Horn. Besides these, an interesting excursion off 
Route I. may be made by those desirous to prolong their 
tour a couple of days, to Eau'Sukambar (Red-combes), a 
volcano that erupted in a.d. 1343. The base for this 
excursion would be Hruni, A tent should be borrowed here„ 
for use on the night it will be necessary to camp out. The 
country around this volcano is said to be a fearfully wild 
region. Route I. can also be pleasantly prolonged another 

* Desert Routes.— An alternative is the grand route known as Hjdlvesr. 
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<i*y> by paying the yurdrhraun (Dry-river-lava) a visit. 
This lava was erupted during the debate at the Al]7ing as 
to the adoption of the Christian religion. Apart from its 
historical interest, the scene of the eruption is in itself 
well worth a visit. The Java burst forth on an "upland 
plateau called Hellishei^i ( = Hollow-heath, i e., the cavernous 
heath ; even to-day it sounds cavernous in certain places, 
as the traveller rides over it) ; it took an easterly current 
over the plateau, and issued finally through a pass on the 
eastern, somewhat precipitous, side of it into the lowland 
plains below " (Thoroddsen). Eyrarhakki will be the start- 
ing-point for this detour, and the halting-place for the 
night will probably be Strandarkirkja, * Off Route II., 
also, a pleasant day's excursion, over unknown ground, 
may be made to the Su^mdmur, a solfatara, as its name 
implies, in the south. This spot lies in the plain between 
the Tungnad (Tongue-river) and the Torfa Jokull. Asar 
or BiUamd should be made a base for the excursion. 

* HALTiNe-PLACB FOR THE NiOHT.— Substitute HjaUi for Strandarkirkja. 
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Shepherd, quoted, 61, 62, 107- 

110. 
Shooting, 15-17, 21, 22, 27, 

32, 71, 78, 79, 80, 93, 101, 

104, 106, 113. 
jSU/rasta^ir, 73, 116. 
JSkagqffor^r, 22, 23, 74. 
jSkagastrondf 22, 73. 
Bkdlafell, 103. 
^kdlhdt, 39, 42, 59, 60. 
Skaptdj 55. 
Bkaptdr Jokidl, 16, 24, 45, 50, 

54. 
Bhei^ardr JokuU^ 56. 
jSkeiSardrsandr, 56. 
JSkeifdr/oss, 83. 
JSkjcUdbreitS, 31, 45, 60. 
JSkjcUctbreiSa/r Jokull, 60. 
JSkjcUdfanTidrdalr, 109, 110. 
Mjdlfcmdajljdt, 16, 79, 80, 93, 

94, 100. 
Mjdlfcmdi, 22. 
Sk6ga/rfo88j 57. 
Skdgasandr, 57. 
Skorradalavatn, 23, 104. 
Skotujjdr'Sr, 108, 109, 111. 
.Skri^uklau8l/ry 101. 
JSMtUs^or^r, 111. 
jSk4tu8ta%i/r, 92, 93, 100, 115. 
^Stw^/c^Z (E.), 17. 
JSnce/ell PenirmUa, 24, 62, 63, 

104, 107. 
JSnce/ells Jokidl, 20, 26, 62, 64, 

68, 104. 
Snorri's Bath, 61. 
JSoartdrkot, 16, 93, 99. 
^o^, 23, 32, 46. 
Solfatarar, 47, 48, 87-90. 



Sport, 15-17, 21, 22, 23, 27, 
32, 69, 73, 78, 79, 80, 93, 
94,102,104, 106, 107, 113, 
114. 

Sportsman's Outfit, 5. 

Sprengiscmdr, 45, 11,6. 

Sta^arbakkiy 113. 

StafSarhraun, 63, 69, 107. 

StatSastatSr, 64. 

Sta^CN.-WX 108, 112. 

Sta^ (S.-W.), 50. 

Stcerra Laocd, 18, 19, 42. 

Stafholt, 62, 63, 69. 

Sta/pi, 20, 62, 64. 

Steamers, 20, 22, 56, 80, 102, 
111. 

Steingrimafja/rtSa/rhei^i, 10 8, 
110, 112. 

Steingrimsffor'Sr, 108, 112. 

Steinsta^y 73, 115. 

Stdra Dimon, 51. 

St&ruvdlir (K), 100. 

Stdruvellir (S.), 42, 43, 46, 50, 
59, 115. 

Strandarkirkjay 47, 118. 

St/raumfjanra^ Osy 20. 

St/rokkvy 35, 37, 38, 39, 61, 81. 

Stykkishdlmry 20, 67, 68, 71. 

Su'Srdy 94, 95. 

SufSrdrhran/n, 94. 

Su^ndrnv/r, 118. 

/S'l^Zwr, 30. 

Summer in Iceland, 102, 124. 

Surtarbrandr, 82, 111. 

iSurtshelliry 24, 70, 116. 

Svartd, 22, 23, 73. 

SvartdrvcUny 23. 

Sveinsta^y 72. 

Svinadalry 85. 

SvinafeUy 56. 
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Svinaskar^y 103. 
Svinavatn, 22, 73. 
SytSmes, 22. 

T. 

Tepid Lake, 98. 
Thangbrand, 57. 
Thoroddsen, quoted, 54, 55, 

118. 
Tindaakagiy 31. 
TindastdU, 74. 

Tindjjalla Jokvll, 46, 51, 53. 
Tintron, 33. 
"Tintronia," 33, 80. 
T(yrfa JohuM, 51, 118. 
Trolladpngja, 95. 
Trout Fishing (See Salmon 

and Trout Fishing), 18-24. 
Trout Streams, 18-24, 71, 80, 

93, 102. 
TiJmgnad, 118. 
Tikigujljdt, 36, 40, 60. 
T'dnguhverir^ 61. 



U. 

UUa/rfo88, 79. 
"Umbra," quoted, 66, 89. 
Unadala JokvU, 75. 
Uthl'^, 60. 
UUcmdeyja/Ty 51. 
Uxakver, 80, 81, 82. 



Vc^lahe^i, 78. 
Vali>jo/88t4J^ir, 101. 
Va/rtnd^ 55. 



VarmdrcUdr, 55. 

Vatnahjallavegr^ 116. 

Vatna Joktdl, 23, 24, 50, 56, 

97. 
Vatnsdalr, 16, 71, 73, 113. 
VatnsdcUsdy 21, 71. 
Vellir, 75, 76. 
Vestdahhei^i, 102. 
Fe8<rwaww«i?a<w, 79. 
VestrahdpsvcUnf 21, 113. 
Fe«^W Rdngdy 43, 51. 
F^Sey, 14. 
F^Sw^r, 113. 
Vmdalsdy 21. 
Vi^idalaJjaU, 16. 
VitSicUdstiinguhei^, 71. 
F^Simyri, 74. 
Vigabjargsfoss, 85. 
Fi^r, 169. 
m, 56, 57. 
VillingaJioltj 46. 
Vincent, C. W., quoted, 47, 

48. 
Vindheima JoktUl, 116. 
Vingej/y 16. 
F^<5i, 90. 

Volcanic Islets, 24, 67, 87, 88. 
Vopncbffdr^f 23. 
"Voyage de la Recherche," 

quotSl, 70. 



W. 

Waller, Mr S. E., quoted, 9, 

31, 52. 
Waterproofs, 7. 
Watts, Mr W. L., quoted, 95. 
Wedderbum, Sir David, 

quoted. 111. 
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A D VERTISEM^ENTS. 



FREDK W. W. HOWELL'S 



Photographs 
of Iceland 



The Best and Most Comprehensive 
Collection in existence^ 



Lists of Hundreds of Subjects — North, South, 
East, West, and Central, 

On application to 

HIGHFIELDS, LAUREL ROAD, 
HANDSWORTH, 

BIRMINGHAM. 
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^eith and London. 

THE LONDON AND EDINBURGH SHIPPING COMPANY'S 
First Class Screw Steamships 

FINGAL (New Steamer), lONA, MALYINA, MARMION 

(Lighted by Electricity), 

Or other of the Company's Vessels, are intended to Sail 
(Weather, Casualties and Strikes excepted) from 

Victoria Dock, Leith, every Wednesday, Friday, and 
Saturday, and from 

Hermitage Steam Wharf, Wapping, London, E., every 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Saturday. 

For Hours of Sailinsr see Time Bills. 

FAKES (including Steward's Fee)— First Cabin, 22s. ; Second 
Cabin, i6s.; Deck (Soldiers and Sailors only), los. Return Tickets, 
available for Twelve Months (including Steward's Fee both ways) — 
First Cabin, 34s. ; Second Cabin, 24s. 6d. 

Provisions^ etc. , may be had front the Steward on Moderate Terms. 

Not responsible for Passengers' Luggage unless booked 
and paid for. 

CHEAP CIRCULAR TQURd round the LAND'S END and by BRISTOL 
CHANNEL in connection with the Clyde Shipping Connpany and 
Messrs Sloan & Co.'s Steamers, and by Messrs Langiands & Sons 
Steamers via Pentland Firth to LIVERPOOL; and by British & Irish 
Steam Packet Co.'s Steamers to DUBLIN, thence (Steamer ' Yarrow ' 
to SiLLOTH, and Rail to EDINBURGH. 

Apply, in LONDON, to London & Edinburgh Shipping Co., 
Hermitage Steam Wharf, Wapping ; Georgk MutCh, 102 Queen 
Victoria St., E.C.; M'Dougai.l & Bonthron, 72 Mark Lane, E.C.; 
G. W. Wheatley & Co., 23 Regent Street ; Thomas Cook & Son, 
Ludgate Circus, E.C.; H. Gaze & Sons, 142 Strand, W.C; or to 
Seaward Brothers Limited, Carting Agents, 7 Eastcheap, E.C. 
EDINBURGH— Cowan & Co., 8 North Bridge ; Thos. Cook & Son, 
31 Princes Street ; J. & H. Lindsay, 18 South St. Andrew Street. 
GLASGOW— Cowan & Co., 23 St. Vincent Place. GREENOCK— 
D. Macdougall, I Cross Shore Street ; and here to 

THOMAS AITKEN. 
8 AND 9 Commercial Street, 
Lkith, January igoo. 
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CHAS. MACKINLAY & CQ.'S 

CELEBRATED SCOTCH WHISKIES. 
V.O.B. and BENVORLICH BLENDS. 



^!^ 



^\/^ 



As supplied to the 
Houses of Parliament, 

the Principal 

Jesses and Ofllcers of 

H.M. Ships ; 

also the Principal 

Clubs, Hotels, &o., of 

the United Kingdom, 

India, and the 

Colonies. 



To be had at all the 
Principal iiferchants 

in Iceland; 
also at the 

''Hotel Iceland," 
l{eykjavil(. 

Prize Medal, 

Brussels Exhibition, 

1897. 



^/i"^ 



r^i^ 



Sole A^ent /fr Iceland, Faroe Isles, and Denmark — 
DINES PETERSEN, Havnesade, 31, COPENHAGEN. 
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ANGLERS. 



TURNBULL & CO., 

THE EMINENT EDINBURGH 

Fishing Tackle Makers, 

FIT OUT ANGLERS FOR ALL 
PARTS OF THE WORLD. 

ONLY ADDRESS: 

60 PRINCES STREET, 
EDINBURGH, 

Telegraphic Address— "SPORT," EDINBURGH. 
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THORNTON & CO. 

LIMITED. 
Patentees and Manufacturers of 

REGISTERED WATERPROOFS 



POCKET WATERPROOFS - 7/6 


CYCLING WATERPROOFS - 


46/- 


DRIVING WATERPROOFS - 21/- 


VENTILATING WATERPROOFS 


25/- 


SHOOTING WATERPROOFS- 21/- 


REGULATION CLOAKS - - 


35/- 


FISHING WATERPROOFS - 15/- 


TWEED WATERPROOFS 


21/- 


LIVERY WATERPROOFS 


- - - 21/- 





The Cavalier Waterproof Cloak. 

This is the Best Sh/Vpk yet introduced. Perfectly Waterproof. 
Perfectly Ventilated. Made in extensive range of Patterns. 

PRICE from 25/-. 

Ladies' Waterproofs. 

New Season's Patterns. Reliable Quality. At Moderate Price. 

THORNTON & CO. are extensive Wholesale Manufacturers of 
every description of Waterproof Clothing. From their long ex-* 
perience and practical knowledge as manufacturers of such Goods, 
they are in a position to offer special advantages to Purchasers of 

Waterproof Travelling & Sporting Requisites. 

SEVEN GOLD MEDALS have been awarded this Firm at Inter- 
national Exhibitions for general excellence of their Waterproof 
Manufactures. 

EDINBURGH - 78 PRINCES STREET 

(OPPOSITE THE MOUND). 

Branches: GLASGOW, LEEDS, BRADFORD & BELFAST. 
Manufaetories : EDINBURGH & BELFAST. 
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BOXBS specially adapted for Icelandic Trave^ 
made in a few days* notice. 
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DANIEL CRAWFORD & SON 

UNIITED. 

FIN EST 

VERY OLD SCOTCH WHISKY 

(Distilled entirely from the Finest Malt). 



Supplied to the P. & O. and other large Shipping Companies, to the 
leading Hotels and Clubs throughout the World, and to many of the 
Officers' Messes of the Royal Nav}' and Regiments serving abroad. 

(Reduced Facsimile of Label.) 



Finest Very Old 

Scotch Whisky, 

No Whisky Is ^nuine unless rhe boltlc h«s*capsule beann^ 
on Hie neck D.Crawford's signature _ Please destroy the 
label when the bdMe is finish^ ta prevent fraud 
N. Bi Each botHe is guaranteed to contain )^ of a gallon. 



The Public are warned against imitations of this Brand, and Buyers should 
see that every Label, Capsule, and Cork bears the Autograph Signature 

"DANIEL CRAWFORD," 

as shown in the above reduced Facsimile of the Label. 



OLD BY ALL THE LEADING LOCAL DEALERS. 

81 QUEEN ST., GLASGOW. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



A D VERTISEMENTS. 



ANGLING IN ICELAND. 



pROM our long experience in catering for 
Fishing in Iceland, we are in a special 
position to supply Anglers with the Tackle 
which former Visitors have found to be the 
best suited for the purpose. 

ANGLERS who intend visiting the Island 
should communicate with us, when we will 
be glad to advise as to the necessary require- 
ments. 




R. ANDERSON & SONS. 

FISHING TAOKLE MAKERS TO 

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN, 

67 PRINCES STREET, EDINBURGH. 

Telegraphio Address— *' PISCATQR/' EDINBURGH, 
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Commercial 



OPPOSITE 
CUSTOM HOUSE 



Hotel 



LEITH. 

NEAR THE DOCKS. CLOSE TO RAILWAY STATION. 

CARS and 'BUSES 

to EDINBURGH and GRANTON pass 

the door every few minutes. 

£arc(e Saloon for yublic a)inners. 

. '^arge and ^irr^ ^edErooms. 



Bedpoom and Attendance, 2s. 6d. 



Telephone No. 58S. 

NICHOLSON, Proprtetrix. 
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Thorgrimur Gudmundsen, 

REYKJAVIK, 

Furnishes Tourist with excellent English-speaking 
Guides, Ponies, and things wanted for a Trip. 

Has been in the Business since 1873, to everybody's 
satisfaction. 

Can show the best of recommendations from great 
many persons of distinction, as Rider Haggard, 
the Prince of Hesse, etc., etc. 

Is also highly recommended to Tourists by the 
present British Consul of this place. 



MODERATE CHARGES, VIZ.: 

GUIDES - - . . Kn5pcrD4y- 
PONIES - - - . „ 2 „ 
HEADGUIDE - - - ,, 6 ,, 
Do. (with Large Parties) „ JO 



Englishf Vanish^ and French 
spoken with fitiency* 
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BLANCHE & CO., 

Wholesale Shippers and Exporters to all Ports of 
Faroe and Iceland 

AT THE LOWEST CASH PRICES. 



Dealers In Teas, Coffees, Sugars, Wines, 
Brandies, Whiskies, &c* 



NOTED FOR OUR 

FINE OLD SCOTCH WHISKIES. 

Which can be Shipped under Bond. 

Offices: 155 & 157 BRUNTSFIELD PU^CE, EDINBURGH. 
Bonded Warehouses at EDIMBURGH, LEITH, & GLASGOW. 



JOHN GREIG, 

BISCUIT j» ^ 
MANUFACTURER, 

OWER PLACE, 

LEITH 
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H.Th. A.THOMSEN, REYKJAVIK. 




LARGEST STORES IN ICELAND. 



10 DEPARTMENTS. 



TOURISTS SUPPLIED WITH ALL 

NECESSITIES 

AT MODERATE PRICES. 

ANCIENT JEWELLERY 

Such as BELTS, BROOCHES, BRACELETS, aud BUTTONS, &c. 
Also ANCIENT WOODEN CARVING, 

ICELANDIC STAMPS of every sort. 

Can be bought of 

OLAFUR SVEINSSON, 

5 Austunstxti (East Street), BBYKJAVfK. 

Tourists in Iceland. 

Apply to 

PJETUR HJALTESTED, REYKJAVIK, LaugavegIS, 

For all Articles appertaining to 

ROD FISHING. ROD FISHING. 
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THE 



ENCORE 



WHISKY. 



Lancet — " Wholesome and pleasant." 

British Medical Journal. — " A safe stimulant." 

Medical Times.—'' May be safely used.*' 

Medical Press. — ** Invaluable alcoholic stimulant." 

Medical Record. — "Purest alcoholic stimulant." ^ 

Practitioner. — "A safe stimulant." 

Sanitary Record. — "An excellent 'dietetic' stimulant." 

Public Health. — ■'' Should be in general use." 

Food Reformer. — *'A11 who value health should use it." 

Dr Bartlett. — *' Purest whisky I ever examined." 

Or Paul. — " Free from all injurious substance." 

Dr Macadam. — " Very wholesome and fine quality." 

Dr Tichborne. — "Wholly free from all impurities." 

EVERY GALLON GUARANTEED EQUALLY PURE. 

BERNARD & CO., 

LEITH DISTfLLERY, 

SCOTLAND. 
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xW. ADVkRTISEMlUtfTS. 



The Freiheit and mort Up-to-Pate Stock In Iceland. 

VERZLUNIN *EDINBORQ' 

(EDINBURGH STORE), 

Hafnarstraeti, 12, REYKJAVIK. 



Tourists supplied with every class of British and 
Imported Merchandise. 



INSPECTION RESPECTFULLY INVITED. 



Selection Unrivalled. Prices Moderate. 

OSCAR SIGURDSSON, Manager. 

R. & D. SLIMON, 

42 Shore, LEITH, 

IMPORTERS OF 

Iceland, Faroe, 



AND 



Norwegian Poni< 



A LAMQK imBIBER ALWAYS ON HAS 
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Registered Telegraphic Address: '*Fu|ibrook0, Bridptrt." 

RICHARD TUCKER & SONS, 

BR ID PORT, 

MANUFACTURERS OF 

COTTON AND HEMP FISHING NETS, 
FISHING LINES AND TWINES 

OF mVBRY DESORIPTION. 

Canvas, Seaming and Roping Twines, &c , &c. 
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THE ROYAL HOTEL 

EDINBURGH CO. 

LlMireo. 

(MACGREGORS) 



'T'HIS Magnificent HOTEL, situated in the most convenient and 
fashionable" position in Edinburgh, contains a large number of 
Sitting and Bed Rooms. 

Table d'Hote Luncheon - - from J to 3. 

Table d'Hote Dinner - - from 6 to 9. 

(One of the best in Scotland). 
Served at Separate Tables. Open to Non-Residents. 

Recent Additions and Improvements include — 

Three New Otis Electric Elevators, Installation of Electric Light 
throughout. Electric Bells, Fifteen New Bathrooms, Two New- 
Additional Dining Rooms, Billiard Room, Lavatories, Smoking 
Room, Lounge in Entrance Hall, Hairdressing Saloon, Manicure 
and Chiropody Courts. 

Patronised on tivo occasions bv Their Royal Hi^httesses the Duke and Duchess 
of York, the late H.R.H. The' Duke o/ Clarence, the King of the Belgians, 
Ex-Empress Eugenie, Emperor and Empress of Brazil, and most of the Lord 
Mayors of London during the last thirty years, and many other celebrities. 
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Waterproof Covers, Garments, 
and India-Rubber Goods. 

TARPAULINS, WAGON COVERS A OILSKIN GOODS. 

All Hand-Coated, and Guaranteed not to Stick or Crack. 
Special Finish for Foreign Countries. Patent Waterproof Canvas Covers. 

GARRIACE APRONS, RUCS, &g. HORSE GLOTHINC, RUCS, 
SHEETS, and QR. COVERS, &c. 

WATERPROOF GARMENTsliTar^^^^ STYLES. 

Best Quality— Keenest Prices — Best Trade Discounts. 



WRITE FOR SAMPLES. 



Note Warehouse 
Address— 



ROBERT MUNRO & CO., 

27 UNION STREET, ,^^ 

E.ub...h.dW6« GLASGOW. '"""K^ci'""* 

Telephone Ho. 596. Telegranis—" Tarpaulin, Glasgow." 

Photographer. 

Arni thorsteinson, 

REYKJAViK, 

ICELAND, 

Provides to Tourists First-class Landscape 
Photos of all Sizes. 

PLATES TAKEN BY TOURISTS CAN BE DEVELOPED 
AT MODERATE PRICES, 
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A. & M. SIVIITH, Limited, 

FISH MERCHANTS, 

AND 

Preserved Provision iManufacturerSp 

LEITH, 

ABERDEEN, HULL, AND SHETLAND. 



Importers of all kinds of DRIED, WET SALTED, and FRESH 
FISH, in Cargoes or smaller quantities. 



Registered Office and Dry Fish Stores — 

COiMiMERCiAL WHARF, LEITH. 

Telegrams - - ''AMSMITH, LEITH.*' 

EXPORT AGENTS FOR 
4 4 m ir • 99 The New Conpentrated 

MarVIS^h Food. 

" Marvis " may be had from all the leading Chemists and Grocers 
in 1/- tins, each containing sufficient to make 40 to 50 plat«s 
of delicious White Soup as required. 

For further Particulars see Next JPage. 
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"MARVIS" 

(THE STRENGTH OF THE SEA) 

The New Concentrated Fish Food 

MANUFACTURED BY 

THE PATENT FISH FOOD SYNDICATE 

LIMITED. 

Works - - WICK, SCOTLAND. 



'MARVIS" has been pronounced by the highest medtcal 
and dietetic authorities to be the most concentrated 
and easily assimilated nourishment ever discovered. 



Edward C. C. Stanford, Esq., F.I.C., F.C.S., Past-President 
of the Society of Chemical Industry, says : — " There is no animal 
food in the market which even distantly approaches it. Nearly all 
the meat extracts with which it may probably compete, have a 
stimulant rather than a nutritive value." 

Dr. Andrew Wu^on, E.R.S.E., &c., late editor of ''Health," 
&c., says : — '* I question whether any article of diet on the market 
can at all compare with * Marvis ' in respect of the amount of 
nutritive matter contained therein, and of its moderate price. I 
have used 'Marvis' in my own house, and can testify to the fact that 
a most nutritious soup can be prepared from it." 

John Goodfellow, Esq., Ph.D., F.R.M.S., writes:—" I have 
no hesitation in certifying it to be one of the richest flesh-forming 
foods on the market." 

Full Particulars as to the various ways in which "MARVIS" may be 
prepared will be found in each tin 

C°^ A. & M. SMITH, Limited, 

U5ITH. 
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CHALMERS & HOUSTON 

fieb ant) provieton flDercbanta, 
LEITH, 

Are always open to receive Consignments of . . . 

DRIED SALT FISH 

of all kinds on CASH TERMS, and can supply FISH 
CURERS and MERCHANTS in return with 

SUGARS, FLOUR, 

OATMEAL, BARLEY MEAL, 
MAIZE MEAL, 
and other FEEDING STUFFS, &c., &c 



CHALMERS & CO., 

KIRKWALL, 

ORKNE 

Are CASH BUYERS of 

WET SALT FISH. 

I ■ 
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MOODYS & KELLY, 

Fish Docks, GRIMSBY. 



ESTABLISHED UPWARDS OF HALF A CENTURY. 



^uK ^aotoTS and 2^^^^^^^^f 

SoXmon and "J^obster J^erohants^ 

"j^iGonsod ^uGtionooTS, &g., £e. 

ICELANDIC AGENTS , 

Entire Management of Steam Trawlers and Line Fishing 
Vessels undertaken. 

Brokers for the Sale and Purchase of Steam Fishing 
Vessels; also Sale of Sailing Smacks, of which we 
have always some on hand, from 60 to 80 tons. 

AJI kinds of Business in connection with the Fishery under- 
taken, and promptly attended to. 

TELEGRAPHIC AODRE88: 

MOODYS KELLY, GRIMSBY." 



L TELEPHONE 54. NATIONAL TELEPHONE 54. 
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xxii. ADVERTISEMENTS. 

A. T. MOLLER & CO., 

Fish and Oil Merchants, 

^cmmissfon ^gstuts, 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS, 
COPENHAGEN. 

A.T.MOLLER&RASMUSSEN 

Fish and OH Merchants, 

COMMISSION AGENTS, 

Jmports and Q^Kports, 

2 COMMERCIAL STREEl 
LEITH. 
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G. ZOEGfl, 

ffiercbant, 
REYKJAVIK, 

ICELAND, 

Supplies Tourists with Guides, Ponies, &c. 
for travelling into the eountry. 

M.P.GALLOWAY 

LEITH, 
Shippers of Hardware Goods (all kinds)* 

Steam, Water, and Gas Tubes and Fittings. 
Galvanised and Black Iron Sheets and Bars. 
Brass and Copper Sheets, Tubes, Rivets, and Nails. 
Muntz Metal Sheets, Rods, and Nails. 
Copper-Paints, Brushes, Oils, &c., &c. 

Telegrrams:-" GALLOWAY, LEITH." 
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The BELFAST 

ROPEWORK COMPANY, 

LIMITED, 

BELFAST, IRELAND. 

HEMP, LINE AND TOW SPINNERS, 
Manufacturers of ROPES, CORDS, LINES and TWINES of all Dawriptiont. 

SMITH, SONS & LAUGHLAND 

Silft /ftcrccrs, ^amilB drapers, 

COMPLETE OUTFITTERS, GENERAL WAREHOUSEMEN, 

Carpet Merchants and Household FurniaherSy 

78 TO 82 UNION STREET, 

J3LASGOW, 

Have always a Large, Choice, Fully-Assorted STOCK, and NOVELTIES 
are added to each Department as they appear. 

T. HEMMING & SON, 

LIMITED, 

MANUFACTURERS 

Of every description of 

NEEDLES. FISH HOOKS, 

AND 

FISHING TACKLE 

FOR HOME AND EXPORT. 

Telegraphic Address: "FISHHOOK, REDD ITCH." 

WINDSOR MILLS, 
REDDITCH. 

FRIOm L49TB MAY Be OBTAiHKO FREE 
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Westlands, Laidlaw & Go., 

4 DIXON STREET, GLASGOW. 

HAT AND CAP MANUFACTURERS. 



Th» Oldest, Largest, and Leading Manufaeturers in Scotland of 
SILK AND FELT HATS, 

TWEED HATS AND CAPS, 

P. & 0. CAPS, LEATHER CAPS, WOOLLEN CAPS, 



TAM-O-SHANTERS, VIATORS, 

AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF HEAD WEAR. 

TWEED AND DRESS SHIRTS, Woollen Undershirts and Pants, 
Collars, Ties, Hose, Waterproof Coats, Leggings, &c., &c. 

Represented in COPENHAGEN by 

F. HJORTH & CO., Brolaefffferstra^de 9. 

FACTORIES— 80 Great Clyde Street and 86 Fox Street, GLASGOW. 
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THB 

Seottish Central lerateil Nater IHaiiufaeturing Co., 

66 SALAMANDER STREET, 
LEITH. 

BSTABUSHED SO YBARS. 

Awarded Gold N|edal at Antwerp for High-Clate derated Waters. 

Thb ingredients used in the manufacture of our Waters are of 
the finest and purest quality, and the Machinery is on the most 
modern and approved principle. , 

Orders promptly executed, A trial solicited. 

GEORGE MOVES, Sole Proprietor. 



ANDREW AIKMAN, 

MERCHANT, 

LEITH. 

IMPORTS and EXPORTS 

^i" ALL KINDS OF 

Fish, Hams, and Bacon. 
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TRUNKS 
PORTMANTEAUS 

HOLD-ALLS BAGS 



M. GLEGHORN & GO., 

MAKERS, 

5 So. St Andrew St, EDINBURGH 
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HEMMINGS' 1 

UNIVERSAL 

Household Stores 

16, 17 & 18 Tolbooth Wynd, 
LEITH. 



^Ae largest S^o^A in toxon to select from. 



ALL KINDS OP 

GLASS, CHINA, 

EARTHENWARE, 

AND 

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD GOODS. 

Shipping Orders promptly attended to. 
INSPECTION INVITED. 
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CHS- MilLLER & GO., 

General Sbip CbanMers, 
Bonded and Free Stores and Provision Merchants, 

22 SHORE, LEITH. 

gol^ /■^e^alti5t 

WILLIAM HOPE, 

44 GEORGE ST., EDINBURGH. 

Stuffer to the Museum of Science and Art. 
International Gold and Silver Medals, 1882, 1684 and 1890. 

JAMES FISHER, 

FAMILY GROCER, 
TEA, WINE & SPIRIT MBRCHANT, 

139 KIRKGATE, LEITH. 

SHIPPING SUPPLIES A S PECIALITY. 

~ F. MOHAN, 

Wholesale and Retail Clothier and Outfitter, 

38 and 39 Mootli IVynd, and 84 Kirkpta, 

EXPORTER OF SEOONI^-HAtn) OVERCOATS, ftc. 
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, still Leading ! ! 

TAYLOR, MEARNS & CO. 

The Drapers, Silk Mercers, 
Clothiers, Outfitters, 

Complete House Furnishers and 
General Providers, 

LEITH» 

J-jAVE always on hand an Immense General 
Stock, from which all Classes can make 
Selection with the greatest ease and satisfaction. 
Their Prices are always the keenest ruling — 
keen in consequence of the Great Trading 
peculiar to the House. 

Shipping Orders carefully attended to. 



TAYLOR, MEARNS & CO., 

General Merchants^ LEITH« 
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JOHN MILLAR <£ SOA^i 

Hanafacturing Confeetloners, 
66 to 70 DUKE STREET, 

LEITf 

RAKERS OF 

Butter Scotch and Superior Confectionery of every deacript 

STEENBERG & CO. LIMITED 

2 Commepcial Street, 
I^EITH. 

Modiafqr Itland^ke Producier til bedst mulig Forl|andling 
PROMPT AFREQNINQ. 
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PATRONISED BY 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE DU 




THE WOKLD'S 

ROD, REEL, FLY and 
TACKLE MAKERS. 



HARDY'S "GOLD MEDAL" RODS 

AND TACKLE ARE BEYOND COMPETITION. 

Highest Awards in the World. 37 Gold, Silver, and other Awards. 

Hardy's Cane Built, Steel Centre, and Greenheart Rods 

are the lightest and most powerful. 

OVER 50,500 in use. 

^he Jielfi : "It ought never to be forgotten that it is to Messrs Hardy, of 
Alnwick, that we owe the supremacy we have achieved as rod makers. They have 
left all competitors hopelessly behind. HARDY'S rods in these days, like the 
good wines of the proverb, need no bush." 

%Anh HnD mixttt : '♦ Messrs HARDY are, we believe, the largest makers of 
built-cane rods in the world, and the medals they have gained show how much the 
angler is indebted to this firm." , j i. ^.i. *, • i 

§ailB ^«to0 : "The best rods in the world are now produced at the Alnwick 
establishment." , , , « * ^ i.. j 

"giht jishina ffi»«<tte: "If we were asked to name a firm of fishing rod 
makers whose goods would be as likely as any to carry off first prize at a 
competition for excellence and quality open to the whole world, we should 
unhesitatingly name Messrs Hardy Brothers." 

IMPORTANT. 

HARDY'S are Practical Manufacturers and Anglers, there- 
fore if you want the best of everything in Cane Built, Cane 
Built Steel Centre, Greenheart, &c., Rods, Reels, Flies, 
Tackle, &c., for ICELAND, FAROE ISLANDS, &c., 
write us; it will pay you. Remember the "Best" is always 

the Cheapest. ^^....^^^^ ^^^^^^^^.^^^- 

CATALOGUE, over Five Him dred Illustrations, FREE ! 



HARDY BROS 

Retail \ LONDON : 
Branches/ 61 Pall Mall, S.W. 



I EDIlJ 
I .5 S. St. i 
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